SMALL GROUP
Days of Peace
December 4 & 5, 2021
The ancient prophet Isaiah was writing to people who
experienced the reality of the darkness of
hopelessness and fear and worry, even death. The
prophet Isaiah spoke peace-filled news into their lives
saying, "…A child has been born for us, a son given to
us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace."

SCRIPTURE TEXT: ISAIAH 9:2B, 6-7
Read the scripture text together as a group.

**This week’s small group guide follows along with Pastor
Paul’s message from the ONLINE worship service.**

BACKGROUND INFO
As we continue to welcome the seasons in this second week of Advent, we welcome "Days of Peace." Today
we light the candle of Peace. The hope that we heard about last week gives way to just that much more
peace as we remember what God promised long ago, that the light of Christ, the promised Messiah, the light
of the world would continue to shine the light of hope into our darkness and bring peace.
One of the most enduring promises of scripture is that God's word is not only a message that was once
spoken, but it is a word that is now and always speaking. And that's important. Especially today as we
continue into these days of Advent, days of hope. For so many people, Advent is a complicated mixture of
demands and not enough fulfillment. Too many pressures and not enough contentment. So many
expectations, too little peace. Now, if that's not the case for you, that's great. But chances are, you are, or
you probably know someone who is struggling.
If we're honest, we live our lives mainly in the tension of the "in-between." We live somewhere between
despair and hope, pain and comfort, unknown and the known, darkness and light, fear and peace. But there
is a promise from Isaiah 9 for all of us who live in between all of that: For a child has been born for us, a son
is given to us; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•
•
•
•

Share a story about when you have experienced peace recently.
It can be easy to gloss over a familiar passage like this. What phrase stands out to you this time? Why?
How do you think the people responded when they heard this promise from Isaiah?
Why does this message of peace matter to us today, in this Advent season?

APPLICATION: This week, find some time to sit in the quiet, away from distractions, and ask God to bring
peace into that moment. Light a candle and experience the light of peace fill your space and your heart.
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