DAILY READING PLAN PRINCE
OF PEACE

Called to Connect
Week of December 25, 2022
From Generation to Generation:
God Dwells With Us
John 1:1-14

Day #1 - Read John 1:1-18 | In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God. God created everything
through Him, and nothing was created except through Him. The Word gave life to everything
that was created, and His life brought light to everyone. The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness can never extinguish it. God sent a man, John the Baptist, to tell about the
light so that everyone might believe because of his testimony. John himself was not the light;
he was simply a witness to tell about the light. The one who is the true light, who gives light
to everyone, was coming into the world. He came into the very world he created, but the
world didn’t recognize Him. He came to His own people, and even they rejected Him. But to
all who believed Him and accepted Him, He gave the right to become children of God. They
are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that
comes from God. So the Word became human and made His home among us. He was full of
unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen His glory, the glory of the Father’s one and
only Son. John testified about Him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one | was
talking about when | said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than | am, for He
existed long before me.”” From His abundance we have all received one gracious blessing
after another. For the law was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and
faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who
is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.

Pick five things that this passage says about Jesus. What difference do these five things make
in your life and faith? Give thanks for each one today.

Day #2 - Read Colossians 1:19-20 | For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and
through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven
and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.

Do you ever struggle to reconcile your image of God with the Jesus you meet in Scripture?
You're not alone! What does today’s scripture reading say about that?



Day #3 - Read Luke 4:18-19 | “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to
bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that
the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, and that the time of the Lord’s favor
has come.”

These words, originally from Isaiah, become Jesus’ mission statement. In what ways are you
“poor...captive...blind...oppressed”? How does Jesus address each of those circumstances in
your life?

Day #4 - Read Luke 7:36-50 | One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so
Jesus went to his home and sat down to eat. When a certain immoral woman from that city
heard he was eating there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled with expensive
perfume. Then she knelt behind him at his feet, weeping. Her tears fell on his feet, and she
wiped them off with her hair. Then she kept kissing his feet and putting perfume on them.
When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a
prophet, he would know what kind of woman is touching him. She’s a sinner!” Then Jesus
answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “l have something to say to you.”
“Go ahead, Teacher,” Simon replied. Then Jesus told him this story: “A man loaned money to
two people—500 pieces of silver to one and 50 pieces to the other. But neither of them could
repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, canceling their debts. Who do you suppose loved
him more after that?” Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the larger
debt.” “That’s right,” Jesus said. Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Look at
this woman kneeling here. When | entered your home, you didn’t offer me water to wash the
dust from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair.
You didn’t greet me with a kiss, but from the time | first came in, she has not stopped kissing
my feet. You neglected the courtesy of olive oil to anoint my head, but she has anointed my
feet with rare perfume. “I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she
has shown me much love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” Then
Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.” The men at the table said among
themselves, “Who is this man, that he goes around forgiving sins?” And Jesus said to the
woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

Can you imagine the power of Jesus’ forgiveness in this woman’s life? Is there something
you’ve done or failed to do that you feel is unforgiveable? Or something you’ve struggled to
forgive in yourself? Let Jesus’ words, which apply to you too, set you free today.



Day 5 - Read | John 4:7-19 | Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes
from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. é But anyone who does not
love does not know God, for God is love. God showed how much he loved us by sending his
one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. This is real
love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take
away our sins. Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each
other. No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is
brought to full expression in us. And God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him
and he in us. Furthermore, we have seen with our own eyes and now testify that the Father
sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. All who declare that Jesus is the Son of God have
God living in them, and they live in God. We know how much God loves us, and we have put
our trust in his love. God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in

them. And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the
day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this
world. Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for
fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect love. We
love each other because he loved us first.

In Jesus’ life, death and resurrection we “see” that the nature of God is not judgement and
punishment, but love. When are you tempted to doubt that? And why are you tempted to
doubt it? Let this fundamental truth fill you up today.
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