DAILY READING PLAN

Week of July 24, 2022
Alive: The Spirit Conspiracy
Colossians 3:12-17

Day #1 – Colossians 3:12 | As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.
This week we’re learning about the Spirit Conspiracy – the work of the Spirit in us and through us. But before it
all got going in you, the Spirit was at work through someone else to touch your life. Bring to mind a parent,
grandparent, friend, coworker, pastor, or teacher who showed you what the love of God looked like in a
person’s life. What was it about how that person lived that was so compelling to you? How did they model
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience for you? How do those things bear witness to Christ up in your life
today?

Day #2 – Colossians 3:13 | Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, you must also forgive.
When seen through the lens of the resurrection, everything we do: how we live, what we do, our decisions,
relationships, values, and faith are impacted in ways that bring good to others. In Colossians 3:12-17, the
Apostle Paul challenges Christ-followers in every local faith community to become part of the Spirit Conspiracy
to bring blessing, love, and life to others. Specifically, how does showing patience and practicing forgiveness
bring to those around you?

Day #3 – Colossians 3:14 | Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony.
Our families are most likely at the center of all the circles of influence in our lives. Yet, if we’re honest, no one
is better positioned to hurt our spouses, partners, parents, brothers, sisters, and children than we are
ourselves. But the reverse is also true – that we are better positioned to support, love, and encourage our
families than anyone else. To be part of the Spirit Conspiracy is to practice a willingness to give when we don’t
want to; it means saying out loud the beauties we observe as well as naming the hurtful experiences so that
healing and forgiveness can happen. In the most intimate circle of our families, we are challenged to live grace
at every moment. How does love ultimately bind you and your loved ones together?

Day #4 – Matthew 22:36-39 | “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is
the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
Another circle of influence rippling out from the center is the circle of our friends and neighbors. When we’re
attentive to them, we discover their needs, dreams, and desires are things we may hold in common. Those
needs, dreams, and desires may be entry points into their lives and ways of making connections that may lead
to conversations about what God might be up to in our lives. When we join the Spirit Conspiracy by putting
love into service, there’s a kind of bonding that takes place. How have you served your neighbors, and how
have they helped you? How would you describe the spirited effects of those interactions?

Day #5 – Colossians 3:17 | And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
The outer ring of the Spirit-led Conspiracy is the circle of strangers, others, perhaps those we might even think
of as enemies. It is a challenge always to be compassionate and open to people we think of as prickly,
curmudgeonly, and just plain difficult to understand, let alone be with. We might ask, why do they act that
way? What’s their problem? Why do they behave that way? There is wisdom in remembering, “hurt people
hurt people.” Are they sad? Are they fearful? Do they feel hopeless, friendless, or even unsafe in their lives?
To be part of the Spirit Conspiracy is to safely consider ways of responding to hurting people and do so with
compassion, peace, and even gratitude. Is there someone in particular that could benefit from you showing
them grace this week?
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