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Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16
Jeﬀ Marian
We’re in a summer-long series en tled “Stayin’ Alive.”
We’re exploring the mission that God has given us as the
body of Christ, and how we live into that mission by the
power of the Holy Spirit. From the start of this series I
said that the mission we’ve been given is to make God’s
dream for this world a dawning reality. And God’s dream
has a name; it’s called the Kingdom of God. In the Kingdom
of God all people belong, all people ma er, all people
know that they are loved, all people experience hope and
wholeness in Christ. That’s a beau ful dream, a dream
worth inves ng our lives into.
But it isn’t easy to transform God’s dream into a reality in
this broken world. There are lots of challenges, which is why
we need the Holy Spirit! I want us to think together today
about one of the challenges we face in making God’s dream
a reality. In God’s dream for this world we are all one family
woven together in love. The challenge is that we are all so
diﬀerent, and too o en we perceive “diﬀerent” as bad or
wrong or even dangerous.
But listen to how Isaiah paints a picture of God’s dream for
all crea on:
6

The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
and a li le child will lead them.
7
The cow will feed with the bear,
their young will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8
The infant will play near the cobra’s den,
and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
(Isaiah 11:6-8)
Isn’t that beau ful? Can you imagine a world in which all of
God’s crea on, including all of humanity, could live in that
kind of love and unity?
The early Church was one of the first communi es to
welcome people into the dream of being one family in
which everyone was equally valued and loved – rich and
poor, old and young, male and female, from every tribe and
race. But bringing all of that diversity into one unified family
was no easy task. That’s one of the reasons that St. Paul
wrote a le er to the church in Ephesus, a community that

was struggling to live into God’s dream. Let’s read Ephesians
4:1-7, 11-16. [NLT].
Paul lays out some founda onal principles about unity that I
don’t want you to miss.
First, unity is our reality. When we live in disunity we’re
living a lie. Let me explain what I mean. Through our
bap sm God has made us one in Christ. One Lord, one
faith, one bap sm. Our lives are connected in ways we can
barely fathom. I love the way Eugene Peterson’s transla on
of Paul’s words puts it: “Everything you are and think and
do is permeated with Oneness.” Isn’t that awesome? That’s
God’s doing. That’s our reality. So, when we’re living in
disunity, when we divide and destroy community because
of our diﬀerences, we’re living a lie. We’re living against our
true nature in Christ. So, we don’t need to create unity; we
need to live into what already exists by God’s grace.
Second, God’s dream calls us to unity, not uniformity. Let
me explain the diﬀerence. Uniformity means that everyone
must be exactly the same. We have to think the same, look
the same, act the same. But unity means that we share
a common bond and a common purpose. Unity, which is
God’s dream, means that we are bound together by a love
for one another, and commi ed to the mission of making
God’s dream a reality. Again, I love how Eugene Peterson
translates Paul’s words, “You were all called to travel on the
same road and in the same direc on, so stay together, both
outwardly and inwardly.” That’s unity.
And here’s the beau ful truth about unity: it’s made
stronger through diversity! Paul said that Christ has poured
diverse gi s into the Chris an community – pastors,
teachers, helpers. We’re all good and gi ed at something!
And when we use our diverse gi s for a common purpose,
when we all travel the same road in the same direc on, we
are stronger to accomplish God’s mission. Think about it
like a baseball team. Having nine pitchers on the field, no
ma er how good they are, wouldn’t make a strong team.
You need a great catcher, a great first baseman, a great
le fielder. You need a diversely gi ed group of people
commi ed to one another and to winning together. That
makes for a great team. And that’s true in the church. God’s
dream is for unity that’s made stronger by our diversity.
In God’s dream, diversity isn’t a curse, or something to be
feared. It’s our great strength.
Finally, Paul reminds us that truly living in unity ain’t easy!
There’s a reason that Paul started today’s reading with
these words, “Always be humble and gentle. Be pa ent
with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults
because of your love. Make every eﬀort to keep yourselves
united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with
peace.” Why did Paul write those words? Because the
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Church in Ephesus was struggling to live in unity. And we
do, too. We struggle with our selfish agendas. We struggle
to give up control. We struggle to forgive when we’ve
been oﬀended. We struggle to work with people who
don’t things “the right way.” And it seems that our natural
human nature is to view our diﬀerences nega vely, and so
we label and demonize one another. And so, Paul reminds
us that it takes humility, gentleness, pa ence and love to
truly live into our unity in Christ. Again, we’re going to need
the power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish our mission of
making God’s dream a reality.
The example that helps bring this into focus for me
is marriage. Over 33 years ago my wife, Nancy, and I
commi ed ourselves to one another through our wedding
vows, and the preacher said that by God’s grace two
became one. While Nancy and I share a lot in common, we
are also very diﬀerent people. She sees things diﬀerently
than I do, does things diﬀerently than I would. There are
mes when we’ve viewed those diﬀerences nega vely,
and that has caused us to live in disunity. But in our be er
moments we’ve harnessed the strength of our diﬀerences,
and it’s made us both be er, together. It isn’t always easy. It
takes pa ence and humility and lots of forgiveness. But it’s
worth it. Living in unity always is.
Unity is God’s dream for this world, a dream in which the
wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down
with the goat. It’s a dream in which our diversity becomes
the great strength of our unity when our lives are bound
together by love. And while that is certainly a challenge in
our personal lives and in our congrega onal life, it is also
a challenge to us as a society. As I men oned a couple of
weeks ago, racism and hate crimes against various minority
groups are on the rise in many places around the world,
including our own na on. If we are going to faithfully live
into God’s dream for this world we all need to condemn
and stand against all forms of hatred and discrimina on
and build bridges of love across diﬀerences that we allow
to divide us. We don’t need to all be alike. We don’t need
to always agree with one another. But if we’re going to be
faithful to God’s dream, we can never allow our diﬀerences
to lead us to hate.
Over the course of the last year I’ve had a growing concern
about this issue, both for our world and in my own life.
And so, I’ve connected with some staﬀ at Luther Seminary
to launch a pilot project called “Story Forward” to help us
connect our personal stories around race with God’s story.
That pilot is going to launch right here at Prince of Peace in
October. There’s limited space available, but if you’d like to
join me in learning more about this important issue of faith
and society, contact me by e-mail and I’ll tell you more.
God has a beau ful dream for this world, a dream called
the Kingdom of God. It’s a dream in which all of God’s
crea on lives in unity – the wolf and the lamb, the leopard

and the goat, the Chris an and the Muslim, men and
women, black, white and brown. We’re a long way from
that dream being a reality in this broken world. And if we’re
going to be faithful to our mission of making God’s dream a
reality, of providing hope and wholeness for all people, we
need to start with prayer, and especially prayer asking the
Holy Spirit to open our eyes, open our hearts and deepen
our trust in God’s power to do what we cannot do on our
own. Let’s pray…[this prayer will first be a confession of
our own ac ons and a tudes that divide us, and then a
prayer of commitment and asking for the Spirit to fill us and
empower us].

