DAILY READING PLAN

Week of July 17, 2022
Alive: Spirit of Service
Matthew 23:1-12

Day One: Read Matthew 5:11-12
The greatest among you must be a servant. But those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those
who humble themselves will be exalted.

*What would it look like for you to be humble today? And what do you imagine it means to be
exalted?
Day Two: Read Philippians 2:3-11
Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than
yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.
5

You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had 6 Though he was God, he did not think of
equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his divine privilege; he took the humble
position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, 8he humbled
himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.
9

Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name above all other
names,10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

*What might you need to empty yourself of in order to model your life after Jesus’ life?
Day Three: Read Matthew 5:38-42
38

“You have heard the law that says the punishment must match the injury: ‘An eye for an eye, and a
tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say, do not resist an evil person! If someone slaps you on the right cheek, offer
the other cheek also. 40 If you are sued in court and your shirt is taken from you, give your coat, too. 41 If
a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it two miles. 42 Give to those who ask, and
don’t turn away from those who want to borrow.

*In these verses Jesus provides some very practical ways in which we can “descend into
greatness”. What aspect of Jesus’ teaching would be most difficult for you to put into practice
today? Why?

Day Four: Read John 13:1-16
Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this world and return to his
Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he loved them to the very
end. 2 It was time for supper, and the devil had already prompted Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray
Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he had come from
God and would return to God. 4 So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around
his waist, 5 and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with
the towel he had around him.
6

When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet? 7 Jesus
replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.” 8 “No,” Peter protested,
“you will never ever wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.”
9

Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!”

10

Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for the feet, [c] to be
entirely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For Jesus knew who would betray him.
That is what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12

After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you understand what I
was doing? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I am. 14 And since
I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. 15 I have given you
an example to follow. Do as I have done to you. 16 I tell you the truth, slaves are not greater than their
master. Nor is the messenger more important than the one who sends the message.

*In Jesus’ day, only servants washed the feet of guests. What are some modern-day
equivalents of foot-washing? Choose one to practice today.
Day Five: Read Matthew 5:23-24
“So, if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember that
someone has something against you, 24 leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to
that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.

*Descending into greatness sometimes means putting our ego’s aside, along with our desire to
be right. With whom do you need to reconcile? Go ahead and make the first move if it is safe
to do so.
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