WEEKLY CONNECT

11/20/16
DAY 1: Are there some things in our lives that we should

hold on to? Are there others we should let go? How do
we know which is which? What happens when we hold
ŽŶƚŽŽƟŐŚƚůǇ͍tŚĂƚŚĂƉƉĞŶƐǁŚĞŶǁĞůĞƚŐŽƚŽŽƐŽŽŶ͍

DAY 2: Why does God make a new covenant? Did God

ŵĂŬĞĂŵŝƐƚĂŬĞƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞ͍/ƐƚŚŝƐĂďŽƵƚ'ŽĚĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ
God’s mind, or the Israelites’ growing understanding of
who God is? Is God changing, or is God pulling us forward
ŝŶƚŽďĞƩĞƌƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŽĨǁŚĂƚ͛ƐďĞĞŶƚŚĞƌĞĂůůĂůŽŶŐ͍

tŚĂƚŝƐǁƌŝƩĞŶŽŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚ͍
READ :ZD/,ϯϭ͗ϯϭͳϯϰ
The Lord promises a new covenant with the people,
since they have broken the old one. In this covenant, God
ŵĂŬĞƐĂůůƚŚĞƉƌŽŵŝƐĞƐ͘dŚŝƐŶĞǁĐŽǀĞŶĂŶƚǁŝůůďĞǁƌŝƩĞŶ
ŽŶƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚƐŽĨƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶƐǁŝůůďĞ
deep within them. The people will not need to teach their
ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌƐ Žƌ ƌĞůĂƟǀĞƐ ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͕ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ ǁŝůů
already know God. The Lord promises to not only forgive
sin and wickedness, but to forget it, also.
REMEMBER: Jeremiah 31:33
͞/ǁŝůůƉƵƚŵǇŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶƐĚĞĞƉǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞŵ͕
ĂŶĚ/ǁŝůůǁƌŝƚĞƚŚĞŵŽŶƚŚĞŝƌŚĞĂƌƚƐ͘͟
MORE TO CONSIDER
Theologian Robert F. Capon said this: “In Jesus’ death
ĂŶĚƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶƚŚĞǁŚŽůĞƚĞƐƚͲƉĂƐƐŝŶŐ͕ďƌŽǁŶŝĞͲƉŽŝŶƚͲ
earning rigmarole of the human race has been canceled
for lack of interest on God’s part.”
In other words, God isn’t keeping score. God has wiped
the slate clean, and let it all go for the sake of love and
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ͘
How do we reconcile a promise like that with the
upheaval in our country this week? How can we claim a
covenant that writes love on all of our hearts while our
ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ ĞǆƉůŽĚĞƐ ŝŶ ŚĂƚƌĞĚ͍ WĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ ǁŚĞŶ ƐŽŵĞ ŽĨ
that hatred claims to be based in religion?
Is it enough to sit back and know ourselves to be loved?
Is that the end result that God has in mind with this
promise? Or are we compelled forward, into something
ŵŽƌĞ͍/ĨƐŽ͕ǁŚĂƚ͍tŚĂƚĞǆĂĐƚůǇŝƐǁƌŝƩĞŶŽŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚ͍
NEXT WEEK: Daniel 6:6-23

DAY 3: tŚĂƚŬŝŶĚŽĨƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉĚŽǁĞŚĂǀĞǁŝƚŚ'ŽĚŝĨǁĞ
are punished for unfaithfulness? Is it based on love and
ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ͕ Žƌ ƌƵůĞƐ ĂŶĚ ĨĞĂƌ͍ Ž ǁĞ ŽŌĞŶ ůŝǀĞ ĂƐ ƚŚŽƵŐŚ
God operates in a system of rewards and punishment,
even while we proclaim grace and love? Why?

DAY 4: Will God let go of anything standing in the way
ŽĨƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚǇŽƵ͍tŝůů'ŽĚĚŽƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĨŽƌ
your enemies? Why? What sort of God is this?

DAY 5: Why does God make all the promises here? Are
we unfaithful, unable to keep the promises we make? Do
ǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬ'ŽĚĮŶĚƐƵƐƵŶĨĂŝƚŚĨƵůŝŶƚŚĞĂŌĞƌŵĂƚŚŽĨƚŚŝƐ
ĐŽŶƚĞŶƟŽƵƐ ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͍ tŚĂƚ ŝƐ 'ŽĚ͛Ɛ ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ ƚŽ ƚŚŽƐĞ
ŵĂƌŐŝŶĂůŝǌĞĚŝŶƚŚĞĚĂǇƐĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐƚŚĞĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͍ƌĞǇŽƵ
ŚĞĞĚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĐŽǀĞŶĂŶƚ ǁƌŝƩĞŶ ŽŶ ǇŽƵƌ ŚĞĂƌƚ͕ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶƐĨŽƵŶĚĚĞĞƉǁŝƚŚŝŶǇŽƵ͍,Žǁ͍

DAY 6: 'ŽŽŐůĞ͞ƌĂĐŝƐŵƐŝŶĐĞĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͟ĂŶĚƐĐƌŽůůƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ

the increasing lists of threatening behavior. How does this
new covenant make any sense in our country today, as
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ĞǀĞƌǇǁŚĞƌĞ ǁĂŬĞ ƵƉ ŝŶ ƚĞĂƌƐ͍ ŽĞƐ ƚŚĞ ŶŽƟŽŶ
ƚŚĂƚĂĐŽǀĞŶĂŶƚŝƐǁƌŝƩĞŶŽŶŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚƐƐĞĞŵůŝŬĞĮĐƟŽŶ͍
Are we all truly behaving as though we know God already,
like the promise claims? Is the promise really shaping us?

DAY 7: How are you living this new promise, sharing the

love that God has freely given you? Could we make a
similar covenant with each other? Would it move us
ƚŽǁĂƌĚ :ĞƐƵƐͲůŝŬĞ ůŽǀĞ ĂŶĚ ŝŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶ͍ Ž ǇŽƵ ƚŚŝŶŬ 'ŽĚ
ǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞƵƐƚƌǇ͍,ŽǁĚŽǁĞďĞŐŝŶ͍tŚǇŝƐŝƚĚŝĸĐƵůƚ͍

Join us at popmn.org/smallgroups, then click Engage Bible Study | pdean@popmn.org | Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

