WEEKLY CONNECT

ϭϬͬϯϬͬϭϲ
DAY 1: What does it mean to confront corrupt power and
speak the truth, like Elijah does to Ahab? How do you
know that your “truth” is the right one?

DAY 2: Ž Ă ůŽƚ ŽĨ Žƌ ĐŽŶŇŝĐƚƐ ƚŽĚĂǇ͕ ďŽƚŚ ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů ĂŶĚ
ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů͕ƐƚĞŵĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŝĚĞĂƚŚĂƚŽŶĞǀŝĞǁƉŽŝŶƚŝƐŵŽƌĞ
true than another? How can we read this story in a world
ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐŇŽŽĚĞĚǁŝƚŚŐƌĂǇĂƌĞĂƐ͕ŶƵĂŶĐĞ͕ĂŶĚĐŽŵƉůĞǆŝƚǇ͍

DAY 3: Why does the “truth” lead Elijah into uncomfortable,

ƌĞǁĞĐĂůůĞĚƚŽďĞĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞ͍
Zϭ</E'^ϭϳ͗ϭͳϭϲ
ŚĂďǁĂƐĂŶĞǀŝůŬŝŶŐ͘hŶĚĞƌŚŝƐůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉƚŚĞŶĂƟŽŶŽĨ
Israel strayed far from God. God sent the prophet Elijah to
ƚĞůůŚĂďƚŚĂƚŝƚǁŝůůŶŽƚƌĂŝŶƵŶƟůŚĂďĐŚĂŶŐĞƐŚŝƐǁĂǇƐ͘
'ŽĚƚĞůůƐůŝũĂŚƚŽŇĞĞƚŽƚŚĞ:ŽƌĚĂŶZŝǀĞƌ͕ǁŚĞƌĞƌĂǀĞŶƐ
will feed him. When the brook that’s sustaining him dries
up from the drought, God sends him to a small village to
ĂƐŬĂƉŽŽƌǁŝĚŽǁĨŽƌŚĞůƉ͘ůŝũĂŚĮŶĚƐŚĞƌĂŶĚĂƐŬƐĨŽƌ
food and water, even though she’s certain her family will
soon starve. Elijah assures her that her small jars of meal
ĂŶĚŽŝůǁŝůůŶŽƚƌƵŶŽƵƚ͘DŝƌĂĐƵůŽƵƐůǇ͕ƚŚĞũĂƌƐĚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ
to be replenished, and each day she has enough.
ZDDZ͗ϭ<ŝŶŐƐϭϳ͗ϭϮĂ
“I swear, as surely as your God lives,
I don’t have so much as a biscuit.”
DKZdKKE^/Z͗WĂƩĞƌŶƐ
ƐǇŽƵƌĞĂĚƚŚĞƐĞƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ͕ŶŽƟĐĞƚŚĞƌĞƉĞĂƟŶŐƉĂƩĞƌŶƐʹ
ƚŚŝŶŐƐƚŚĂƚŚĂƉƉĞŶŽǀĞƌĂŶĚŽǀĞƌĂŐĂŝŶ͘dŚĞǇŽŌĞŶƌĞǀĞĂů
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƚƌƵƚŚƐĂďŽƵƚ'ŽĚĂŶĚƵƐ͘EŽƟĐĞŚŽǁŽŌĞŶƚŚĞ
characters in these stories are forced to let go of what’s
familiar in order to embrace a deeper trust in God:
Adam and Eve leave the garden to make their way in
the world. Abraham and Sarah leave their home and
journey toward a land that God hasn’t revealed to them
ǇĞƚ͘ :ŽƐĞƉŚ ŝƐ ĨŽƌĐĞĚ ĨƌŽŵ ŚŝƐ ŚŽŵĞ ĂŶĚ ŝŶƚŽ ƐůĂǀĞƌǇ ŝŶ
Egypt. Moses leaves his pastures to confront Pharaoh.
dŚĞ /ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐ ůĞĂǀĞ ƚŚĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌŝƚǇ ŽĨ ŐǇƉƟĂŶ ƐůĂǀĞƌǇ
and wander through the wilderness. In every story, the
ƉĞŽƉůĞůĞĂǀĞƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌďĞŚŝŶĚĂŶĚĮŶĚƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐŝŶ
God’s hands in a way that deepens their faith. Is that true
in your story? Will it be true if you let go of your comfort
zone? How? And what is holding you back?

unfamiliar and unsafe territory? Is it possible to confront
ƚŚĞ ͞ƚƌƵƚŚ͟ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞŶ ƐĞƩůĞ ƌŝŐŚƚ ďĂĐŬ ŝŶƚŽ ĂŶ ŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ͕
ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞ͕ƵŶĞǀĞŶƞƵůůŝĨĞ͍tŚǇ͕ŽƌǁŚǇŶŽƚ͍

DAY 4: Think about climate change. Think about the way

ƐŽŵĞ ŚƵŵĂŶ ůŝǀĞƐ ĂƌĞ ǀĂůƵĞĚ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ ƚŚĂŶ ŽƚŚĞƌƐ
around the world, and even here in our own country.
Think about the economic struggles that are fueling this
ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͕ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƐĞǀĞƌĞ ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů ŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐ ĨĂĐĞĚ ĞǀĞƌǇ
day both by people who look like you and people who do
ŶŽƚ͘EŽƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐǇĞƚ͖ũƵƐƚƚĂŬĞƟŵĞƚŽƌĞĂůůǇĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂŶĚ
discuss those topics from every angle you can imagine.

DAY 5: Now, where is the truth in the struggles you

considered? How do you know if your truth is the “real”
ƚƌƵƚŚ͍/ƐƚŚĞƌĞŽŶůǇŽŶĞƚƌƵƚŚ͍,ŽǁǁŝůůǇŽƵĞǀĞƌĮŶĚŽƵƚ͍
Consider your tv remote, your comfy couch and a nice
snack ... and then consider your front door opening to
a wide, uncertain world. Where does this story call you?
tŚǇĂƌĞǁĞƌĞĂĚŝŶŐŝƚƐƟůů͕ĂŌĞƌĂůůƚŚĞƐĞǇĞĂƌƐ͍

DAY 6: Does God provide for Elijah and the widow? Will God

provide for you? How do you know? What do you make
ŽĨƐƚŽƌŝĞƐƚŚĂƚĞŶĚďĂĚůǇ͕ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚĂŶǇĚŝǀŝŶĞŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͍

DAY 7: ƌĞƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐůŝŬĞƚŚĞƐĞŽƵƌŝŶǀŝƚĂƟŽŶƚŽďĞĐŽŵĞ
a miracle? When God promises to provide for all of us, is
'ŽĚĐŽƵŶƟŶŐŽŶŽƵƌŚĞůƉ͍ĂŶǁĞďĞƚŚĞůŝŐŚƚŝŶƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ
ĞůƐĞ͛Ɛ ĚĂƌŬŶĞƐƐ͕ ƚŚĞ ŵŝƌĂĐůĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĚĞƐƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕ ŝĨ ǁĞ
refuse to step out of our comfort zone?
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