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DAY 1: Have you experienced moments of indescribable,
uncontainable joy or transcendence? Maybe a song, a
book, a meal you shared with good friends or family?
Maybe it was a movie, a hike, a kiss, an embrace, a
ǀĂĐĂƟŽŶ͍/Ɛ'ŽĚĞǀĞƌůŝŬĞƚŚĂƚĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞŽĨũŽǇ͍,Žǁ͍

DAY 2: Why does David want to build a temple? Why does

God object?

DAY 3: Can you contain God in a building? In one place? In

Can God be contained?
READ Ϯ^Dh>ϳ͗ϭͳϭϳ
tŚĞŶ<ŝŶŐĂǀŝĚĨĞůƚƐĞƩůĞĚŝŶŚŝƐŽǁŶŚŽƵƐĞ͕ŚĞĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ
to build God a temple. He didn’t like leaving the Ark of the
ŽǀĞŶĂŶƚŝŶĂƚĞŶƚĂůůƚŚĞƟŵĞ͘Ƶƚ'ŽĚƚŽůĚƚŚĞƉƌŽƉŚĞƚ
Nathan to tell David that he was not the right person to
build the temple. God had been moving around with
the people all along. God promised David a long line of
descendents, but one of them would build the temple.
REMEMBER: 2 Samuel 7:6
'ŽĚƐĂŝĚ͕͞/ŚĂǀĞŶŽƚůŝǀĞĚŝŶĂŚŽƵƐĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƟŵĞ/
brought the Israelites up from Egypt to the present day.
Instead, I was traveling with them and living in a tent.”
MORE TO CONSIDER
Listen to the song “Cannot Keep You” from Gungor.
You can read the lyrics below the image:

one town or country? In one religion? In one idea? In one
ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ͕ ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ Žƌ ŵĞƚĂƉŚŽƌ͍ ĂŶ 'ŽĚ ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ
you? What does any of that really mean?

DAY 4: Is God something that belongs to the past,
something that we can study, learn and understand? Or
ŝƐ'ŽĚĂŚĞĂĚŽĨƵƐĂůůƚŚĞƟŵĞ͕ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐƵƐĨŽƌǁĂƌĚŝŶƚŽĂ
newer and bigger understanding every day? Can we ever
get our heads around everything that God is? Can we ever
know everything about God? Or is there always more to
ƐĞĞĂŶĚůĞĂƌŶ͍tŚĂƚĂƌĞƚŚĞŝŵƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĂƚŝĚĞĂĨŽƌ
us as a faith community?

DAY 5: What does it mean that God is on the move? Should

ǁĞďĞŽŶƚŚĞŵŽǀĞ͕ƚŽŽ͍/ŶǁŚŝĐŚĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ͍

youtube.com/watch?v=5s6Mfk7VQUI
How do we build a temple to God in modern times?
,ŽǁĐĂŶǁĞĮŶĚĂǁĂǇƚŽŐĂƚŚĞƌ͕ĂŶĚƚŽǁŽƌƐŚŝƉƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͕
and to create spaces for fellowship with each other
without imagining that the spaces we create are the only
places in which God can dwell? How can we keep our
buildings from becoming idols? Is there a way to honor
the holy nature of the energy we create together without
deeming one human-made object, room or building
more holy than another? What happens to the way we
think about our building when we understand that God’s
true temple is inside each one of us? Does that free us up
ƚŽƚŚŝŶŬĂďŽƵƚĐŚƵƌĐŚĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͍/ŶǁŚĂƚǁĂǇƐ͍
NEXT WEEK: 1 Kings 17:1-16 (17-24)

DAY 6: What does this story have to say about the vision

ĂŶĚĨƵƚƵƌĞŽĨǇŽƵƌĨĂŝƚŚĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͍ƌĞǇŽƵƐĞƩůĞĚ͍ƌĞ
you comfortable? Perhaps too comfortable? Do you feel
certain about who God is, and who God is going to be? Do
you think your faith community should always do what
you’ve been good at, or comfortable with, in the past? Is
ƚŚĂƚƚŽŽƐƚĂƟĐĨŽƌƚŚŝƐ'ŽĚ͍tŚǇ͕ŽƌǁŚǇŶŽƚ͍

DAY 7: Or ... is your faith community called to be dynamic?
Are you called to move forward with God into more grace,
more love, more forgiveness, more inclusion? What does
that look like? Have we lost the wonder of where God is
leading? How do we make room for this wild, colorful,
ĞǆŽƟĐ͕ĞǀĞŶĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŽĨ'ŽĚŝŶŽƵƌůŝǀĞƐ͍
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