WEEKLY CONNECT
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DAY 1: What story does the world tell you about you? Does
ŝƚƚĞůůǇŽƵƚŚĂƚǇŽƵŽŶůǇŵĂƩĞƌŝĨǇŽƵ͛ƌĞƚŚĞƌŝŐŚƚƐŝǌĞĂŶĚ
shape, have the right talents, live in the right neighborhood,
ŚĂǀĞƚŚĞƌŝŐŚƚĂŵŽƵŶƚŽĨŵŽŶĞǇ͕ĂŶĚŽǁŶƚŚĞƌŝŐŚƚƐƚƵī͍
Why? Is that story about slavery or freedom?

DAY 2: ŽĞƐ'ŽĚƚĞůůǇŽƵĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƐƚŽƌǇ͍/ƐŝƚĂďŽƵƚƐůĂǀĞƌǇ

or freedom? Is the Exodus story about obedience, death
ĂŶĚǇĞĂƐƚ͍KƌŝƐŝƚĂďŽƵƚĂ'ŽĚǁŚŽƌĞůĞŶƚůĞƐƐůǇƉƵƌƐƵĞƐ
ĂŶĚ ůŽǀĞƐ 'ŽĚ͛Ɛ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ ĂŌĞƌ ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ͍ /Ɛ
the Exodus story about slavery or freedom?

What marks your doorframe?
READ yKh^ϭϯ͗ϯͳϴ
For 400 years the Israelites had been slaves in Egypt.
dŚĂƚ ŝƐ ƚŚĞ ƐƚŽƌǇ ƚŚĂƚ ĚĞĮŶĞƐ ƚŚĞŵ ƵŶƟů 'ŽĚ ǁƌŝƚĞƐ Ă
ŶĞǁĐŚĂƉƚĞƌ͘'ŽĚƐĞŶĚƐDŽƐĞƐƚŽƚĞůůWŚĂƌĂŽŚƚŽƐĞƚƚŚĞ
ƉĞŽƉůĞĨƌĞĞ͘ƵƚƚŚĞWŚĂƌĂŽŚŝƐŶ͛ƚĐŽŶǀŝŶĐĞĚƵŶƟůƚŚĞůĂƐƚ
ŽĨ ƐĞǀĞƌĂů ƉůĂŐƵĞƐ ŚŝƚƐ ŐǇƉƚ͕ ƌĞƐƵůƟŶŐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĚĞĂƚŚ ŽĨ
ŵĂŶǇŐǇƉƟĂŶƐŽŶƐ͘
Unraveling like a modern-day suspense movie, the story
ƚĞůůƐƵƐŚŽǁƚŚĞ/ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐƐƉƌĞĂĚƚŚĞďůŽŽĚŽĨƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĚ
lambs or goats on their doorframes, marking themselves
ĂƐ'ŽĚ͛ƐƉĞŽƉůĞ͘dŚĞǇŵĂŬĞĂĨĞĂƐƚ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞǇĞĂƚŝƚǁŝƚŚ
ƚŚĞŝƌ ǁĂůŬŝŶŐ ƐƟĐŬƐ ŝŶ ŚĂŶĚ͕ ƌĞĂĚǇ ƚŽ ůĞĂǀĞ ŐǇƉƚ ĂŶĚ
slavery at any moment. Even their bread must be made
ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚǇĞĂƐƚ͕ĂƐƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽƟŵĞƚŽůĞƚŝƚƌŝƐĞ͘
zĞƚĚĞƐƉŝƚĞĂůůƚŚŝƐŝŶƚƌŝŐƵĞĂŶĚĚƌĂŵĂ͕'ŽĚŬŶŽǁƐŝƚǁŝůů
be easier to get the people out of slavery than it will be to
ŐĞƚƐůĂǀĞƌǇŽƵƚŽĨƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͘'ŽĚĐŚĂŶŐĞƐƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͛Ɛ
circumstances in a single night, but it takes a lot longer to
change their story from abused, deprived and forsaken to
blessed, beloved and free. Telling and re-telling this story
ŚĞůƉƐ ƚŚĞŵ ;ĂŶĚ ƵƐ͊Ϳ ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ ŚŽǁ 'ŽĚ͕ ǁŝƚŚ ŐƌĞĂƚ
love, frees them (and us!) from slavery.

DAY 3: Why are these stories important? How do they tell
us who we are? How do we know if they’re true? Why do
we pass them on? How can they change us, and others?

DAY 4: tŚĂƚƐƚŽƌŝĞƐĂƌĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐŽĨĨĂŝƚŚǁƌŝƟŶŐŝŶƚŚĞ

ǁŽƌůĚƚŽĚĂǇ͍ƌĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐŬŶŽǁŶĂƐŝŶĐůƵƐŝǀĞĂŶĚůŽǀŝŶŐ͕
ŽƌŚĂƐŽƵƌŝĚĞŶƟƚǇďĞĞŶĐŽͲŽƉƚĞĚďǇĞǆƚƌĞŵĞƉŽůŝƟĐƐĂŶĚ
the press? Why? What would it take for us to tell our own
story? What needs to change in order for that to happen?

DAY 5:tŚĂƚƐƚŽƌǇŝƐǇŽƵƌĨĂŝƚŚĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇǁƌŝƟŶŐ͍tŚĂƚ
marks your doorframe? How can the decisions you make
ƚŽĚĂǇƚĞůůƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇĂďŽƵƚ'ŽĚ͛ƐǁŽƌŬŝŶĂŶĚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚǇŽƵƌ
ůŝĨĞ͍,ŽǁĂƌĞǇŽƵǁƌŝƟŶŐĂƐƚŽƌǇĂďŽƵƚĂĚǇŶĂŵŝĐĐŚƵƌĐŚ
moving forward into more inclusion and grace? Are you
ƌĞĂĚǇƚŽŵŽǀĞĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ͕ŽƌĂƌĞǇŽƵǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ͍
What holds you back? Can stories about your faith
community’s past risks and courage lead you forward?

DAY 6: How will you invest in your campus to facilitate your

REMEMBER: Exodus 13:3
So Moses said to the people,
“This is a day to remember forever—the day
ǇŽƵůĞŌŐǇƉƚ͕ƚŚĞƉůĂĐĞŽĨǇŽƵƌƐůĂǀĞƌǇ͘͟

ǀŝƐŝŽŶ ƐŽ ƚŚĂƚ ǇŽƵ ĐĂŶ ďůĞƐƐ ƚŚĞ ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ ƚŽ ĐŽŵĞ͍
What is your legacy? What can you create now that will
engage people decades later? How can you make sure
ƚŚĂƚŽƚŚĞƌƐǁŝůůŚĞĂƌ'ŽĚ͛ƐƐƚŽƌǇ͕ĂŶĚŬŶŽǁǁŚŽƚŚĞǇĂƌĞ͕
and be set free?

NEXT WEEK: Exodus 32:1-14
DAY 7: How do you think our children will mark our
ĚŽŽƌĨƌĂŵĞ͍tŚĂƚƐƚŽƌŝĞƐǁŝůůĨƵƚƵƌĞŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐƚĞůů͍
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