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DAY 1: What would you do if you were Philip, watching this

chariot go by in the desert? Would you chase it? Are there
“chariots” that need to be chased today? What does that
mean? Is this a call to evangelism, or something else?
tŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ͍

DAY 2: What does it sound like when God calls us to chase
chariots today? How do we hear God’s voice?

DAY 3: On the surface, do these two men have anything in

READ d^ϴ͗Ϯϲͳϯϵ
God sent Philip to walk down the road between Jerusalem
ĂŶĚ 'ĂǌĂ͘ dŚĞƌĞ WŚŝůŝƉ ƐĂǁ ĂŶ ƚŚŝŽƉŝĂŶ ĞƵŶƵĐŚ ǁŚŽ
was riding in a chariot and reading the prophet Isaiah.
Philip felt moved to run alongside the chariot and ask the
Ethiopian man if he understood what he was reading.
“How can I, without some help?” responded the Ethiopian
ŵĂŶ͕ŝŶǀŝƟŶŐWŚŝůŝƉŝŶƚŽŚŝƐĐŚĂƌŝŽƚƐŽƚŚĞǇĐŽƵůĚĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ
ƚŚĞƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ͘ƐƚŚĞǇĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚĚŽǁŶƚŚĞƌŽĂĚ͕ƚŚĞǇĐĂŵĞ
ƚŽĂƐƚƌĞĂŵ͘dŚĞŵĂŶĂƐŬĞĚWŚŝůŝƉŝĨƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂŶǇƌĞĂƐŽŶ
ŚĞĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚďĞďĂƉƟǌĞĚ͘WŚŝůŝƉďĂƉƟǌĞĚŚŝŵƌŝŐŚƚƚŚĞƌĞ͕
ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƚŚĞ^ƉŝƌŝƚŽĨ'ŽĚƚŽŽŬWŚŝůŝƉĂǁĂǇ͘dŚĞƚŚŝŽƉŝĂŶ
ŵĂŶ͕ŚĂƉƉǇƚŽďĞďĂƉƟǌĞĚ͕ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚŽŶŚŝƐǁĂǇ͘
BUILDING THE CHURCH: WHO’S IN?
dŽŵŽĚĞƌŶĞĂƌƐ͕ƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇŝƐũƵƐƚƉůĂŝŶǁĞŝƌĚ͘ƵƚǁŚĞŶ
you look deeper you might discover that it’s surprisingly
ƉƌŽĨŽƵŶĚĂŶĚƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ͘tŚĞŶƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇǁĂƐǁƌŝƩĞŶ͕ƚŚĞ
early Church assumed that only Jews could be followers
ŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐ͘,ĞǁĂƐ͕ĂŌĞƌĂůů͕ƚŚĞ:ĞǁŝƐŚDĞƐƐŝĂŚ͘
And because the Ethiopian man was a eunuch, he wasn’t
allowed to be a Jew or worship in the temple. He was an
outsider. So it seems strange that God would send Philip
;Ă :Ğǁ͕ ĂŶ ŝŶƐŝĚĞƌͿ ƚŽ ƚĂůŬ ƚŽ Śŝŵ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ƉůĂĐĞ͘ ŶĚ
ǇĞƚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐWŚŝůŝƉ͕ƐƉƌŝŶƟŶŐĚŽǁŶĂŚŽƚĚĞƐĞƌƚƌŽĂĚ͕ƌŽďĞ
ŇĂƉƉŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞǁŝŶĚ͕ĐŚĂƐŝŶŐƚŚŝƐĐŚĂƌŝŽƚ͘
tĞĂƌĞŶŽǁůŝǀŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ͘:ĞƐƵƐŚĂƐƌŝƐĞŶĂŶĚ
ǁĞĂƌĞůĞŌƚŽĮŐƵƌĞŽƵƚǁŚĂƚƚŽĚŽĂďŽƵƚŝƚ͘tŚĂƚĚŽĞƐ
ŝƚŵĞĂŶƚŽďĞƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶƉĞŽƉůĞ͍,ŽǁĚŽǁĞďƵŝůĚƚŚĞ
church? Is it for the whole community, regardless of who
they are, what they believe, and where they come from?
If so, how are we making that known? How are we living
ƚŚĂƚ ŽƵƚ͍ tŚǇ ŝƐ ĂŶ ŚŽŶĞƐƚ ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞƐĞ
ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇĂŶĚŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͍tŚŽ͛ƐŝŶ͍
NEXT WEEK: Acts 15:1-18

common? When you dig below the surface, do they have
anything in common? Do you think it takes courage to
ƐƚƌŝŬĞƵƉĂĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶůŝŬĞƚŚŝƐ͍/ƐŝƚǁŽƌƚŚŝƚ͍tĂƚĐŚƚŚĞ
latest Heineken commercial (search “Heineken Worlds
Apart” on youtube). What do you think? Even if the ad
feels contrived, does it reveal any truth? What is it? Is it
a truth you subscribe to in your life, and in your church?
,ŽǁĚŽǇŽƵůŝǀĞŝƚŽƵƚ͍ŽĞƐƚŚĂƚƚƌƵƚŚƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĂĐƟŽŶ͍

DAY 4: Do you think there’s any reason why this Ethiopian

ŵĂŶĐĂŶ͛ƚďĞďĂƉƟǌĞĚ͍ŽĞƐWŚŝůŝƉ͍tŚǇĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚWŚŝůŝƉ
point to his race, his lack of training, his theology, or his
ŐĞŶĞƌĂů ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞƌ ƐƚĂƚƵƐ ĂƐ ƌĞĂƐŽŶƐ ŶŽƚ ƚŽ ďĂƉƟǌĞ Śŝŵ͍
Has the church in general followed Philip’s lead over the
last 2,000 years? What would keep the church from doing
welcoming people as freely as Philip did?

DAY 5: Is your faith community like Philip, welcoming

everyone with open arms despite the details that might
stand in our way? Do we ever fail to be like Philip? Do
we let details get in the way? Which ones? Why are the
details in your answer at stake?

DAY 6: How will we hear and respond to the Spirit’s call

to chase the chariot? For example, how will we engage
ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ƌĞƐƚůĞƐƐ ĐŚŝůĚ ƐŝƫŶŐ ŶĞĂƌ ƵƐ ŝŶ ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ͍ ,Žǁ
will we engage the Somali man in line behind us in the
grocery store? How will we engage the senior who lives in
ŝƐŽůĂƟŽŶ͍,ŽǁǁŝůůǁĞĞŶŐĂŐĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŽŶĞǁŚŽďĞŐƐĂƚ
the side of the road? How will we engage with the person
ǁŚŽ ǁĂůŬƐ ŝŶƚŽ ŽƵƌ ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ƟŵĞ ĂŶĚ ƐŝƚƐ
alone? Will we ignore them, or will we chase the chariot?
And what does that look like today?

DAY 7: What does this strange story have to teach us about

our common humanity? Is this story as relevant today as it
ǁĂƐǁŚĞŶŝƚǁĂƐǁƌŝƩĞŶ͍/ŶǁŚĂƚǁĂǇ͍
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