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WHAT IS THIS ABOUT?
Watch this video: youtube.com/watch?v=F9yIM5G9QM8

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
In the prologue to his Gospel, John makes some outrageous claims about
Jesus (see John 1:1-18). Near the end of the Gospel, John emphasizes his
ƉŽŝŶƚƚŚŝƐǁĂǇ͗͞ƵƚƚŚĞƐĞƐƚŽƌŝĞƐĂƌĞǁƌŝƩĞŶƐŽƚŚĂƚǇŽƵŵĂǇĐŽŵĞƚŽ
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.” (John 20:31).
dŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŚĂůĨŽĨ:ŽŚŶǁĞƌĞĂĚƐƚŽƌŝĞƐŝŶǁŚŝĐŚ:ĞƐƵƐŵĂŬĞƐƚŚĞƐĞĐůĂŝŵƐĂďŽƵƚŚŝŵƐĞůĨ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞŵƵƐƚ
decide for themselves who they think this Jesus really is. The gulf between those who believe that Jesus is the Messiah and
those who don’t widens. The blind see him, but the sighted do not. Those on the outside of the faith community believe in
him, but the religious insiders reject him.
dŚĞ>ĂǌĂƌƵƐƐƚŽƌǇŝƐƚŚĞĐƵůŵŝŶĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŚĂůĨŽĨ:ŽŚŶ͕ĂŶĚŝƚƐĞƚƐƚŚĞƐƚĂŐĞĨŽƌƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚŚĂůĨ͕ǁŚŝĐŚůĞĂĚƐƚŽƚŚĞĐƌŽƐƐ͘
ZĂŝƐŝŶŐ>ĂǌĂƌƵƐŝƐƚŚĞůĂƐƚŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐ͛ƐĞǀĞŶƐŝŐŶƐ͕ŽƌŵŝƌĂĐůĞƐ͕ƚŚĂƚƉŽŝŶƚƚŽ:ĞƐƵƐ͛ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ͘DĂŶǇǁŚŽǁŝƚŶĞƐƐƚŚĞƌĂŝƐŝŶŐŽĨ
>ĂǌĂƌƵƐďĞůŝĞǀĞŝŶ:ĞƐƵƐ͕ďƵƚĨŽƌƚŚĞƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐůĞĂĚĞƌƐŝƚ͛ƐƚŚĞůĂƐƚƐƚƌĂǁ͘dŚĞǇĂƌĞŶŽǁĨƵůůǇĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĚƚŽŬŝůůŝŶŐ:ĞƐƵƐ͘

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
ŽĞƐƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƌĂŝƐŝŶŐŽĨ>ĂǌĂƌƵƐƌĂŝƐĞĂŶǇƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͍&ŽƌĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ǁŚǇĚŽĞƐ:ĞƐƵƐũƵƐƚƐƚĂǇǁŚĞƌĞŚĞŝƐǁŚĞŶ
he learns that his beloved friend Lazarus is deathly ill? Why does Jesus let him die rather than healing him? Does he do this
ƚŽƉƌŽǀĞĂƉŽŝŶƚ͍ŽǁĞƐƟůůƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚ'ŽĚƚŚĂƚǁĂǇƚŽĚĂǇ͕ƌĂƟŽŶĂůŝǌŝŶŐĚĞĂƚŚƐĂŶĚƚƌĂŐĞĚŝĞƐĂƐƉĂƌƚŽĨƐŽŵĞĚŝǀŝŶĞƉůĂŶ͍
Why? Is God really like that? In this story, is Jesus responsible for Lazarus’ death, or does he mourn it?
>ŽŽŬĨŽƌƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚĂĐŚĞŝŶƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇ͘ĂŶǇŽƵŝŵĂŐŝŶĞ>ĂǌĂƌƵƐ͛ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐĂŶĚĨĞĂƌĂƐŚĞŐƌŽǁƐƐŝĐŬĞƌĂŶĚǁĞĂŬĞƌ͍KƌDĂƌǇ
and Martha’s grief as they watch their sick brother die? Can you hear the disappointment and hurt in their words when they
ĐŽŶĨƌŽŶƚ:ĞƐƵƐ͍ĂŶǇŽƵƐĞĞ:ĞƐƵƐ͛ŽǁŶŚĞĂƌƚďƌĞĂŬŝŶƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇ͍ĂŶǇŽƵƌĞůĂƚĞƚŽƚŚŝƐŬŝŶĚŽĨƉĂŝŶ͕ĨĞĂƌĂŶĚƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ͍
Look for the new life in this story. Can you imagine the stunned silence when Lazarus comes out of that tomb? Have you
ĞǀĞƌĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚƚŚĂƚƐŽƌƚŽĨƐŚŽĐŬ͍tŚĞŶ:ĞƐƵƐƉƌŽŵŝƐĞƐƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ͕ŝƐŚĞƚĂůŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞĚŝƐƚĂŶƚĨƵƚƵƌĞ͍KƌŝƐŚĞ
talking about something more immediate? What? Is there new life available for us now, today, even when everything seems
hopeless? How can we know for sure? Is that kind of hope naive when there are so many circumstances in the world that
ĂƌĞƵŶŝŵĂŐŝŶĂďůǇŽƉƉƌĞƐƐŝǀĞ͕ŚĞĂƌƚďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐ͕ĐŽŵƉůĞǆ͕ĂŶĚĚŝĸĐƵůƚ͍
Look also for the unwrapping in this story. Did you catch the moment when Jesus invites the community to unwrap Lazarus,
ƚŽƐĞƚŚŝŵĨƌĞĞ͍tŚǇĚŽĞƐ:ĞƐƵƐŝŶǀŝƚĞƚŚĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇƚŽďŽƚŚǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĂŶĚƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞŝŶƚŚŝƐŵŝƌĂĐůĞ͍ƌĞǁĞŝŶǀŝƚĞĚƚŽĚŽ
the same? How? Where do we start? And how does all of this lead us to abundant, full, real life right now?

WHAT’S THE NEXT STEP?
John wants us to dare to believe that Jesus has come into this world to breathe new life into our deadness, and turn our fear
into peace. Jesus calls us out of our tombs to transform our guilt and shame into hope and new beginning. And then we’re
ĐĂůůĞĚƚŽǁŝƚŶĞƐƐƚŚŝƐŵŝƌĂĐůĞƚŽŽƚŚĞƌƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ƚŽƵŶǁƌĂƉŽŶĞĂŶŽƚŚĞƌĨƌŽŵŽƵƌŐƌĂǀĞĐůŽƚŚĞƐ͘dŚŝƐǁĞĞŬ͕ďĞŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶĂů
ĂďŽƵƚŶŽƟĐŝŶŐƚŚŝƐ͕ŝŶďŽƚŚďŝŐĂŶĚƐŵĂůůǁĂǇƐ͘tŚĞŶĂƌĞǇŽƵ>ĂǌĂƌƵƐ͕ĚĞĂĚŝŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚĂĐŚĞ͍tŚĞŶĚŽǇŽƵĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ
new life, and where does it come from? When are you the community that’s unwrapping others, and being a part of the
ŚŽƉĞĂŶĚŶĞǁůŝĨĞƚŚĞǇƐĞĞŬ͍ŽƚŚĞƐĞƚŚŝŶŐƐŚĂƉƉĞŶŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶǇŽƵƌĞĂůŝǌĞĚ͍tƌŝƚĞƚŚŽƐĞĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐŝŶǇŽƵƌũŽƵƌŶĂů͘

LOOKING FOR MORE?
ZĞĂĚĂǀŝĚ>ŽƐĞ͛ƐĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĂƌǇĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƌĂŝƐŝŶŐŽĨ>ĂǌĂƌƵƐŚĞƌĞ͗ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐƉƌĞĂĐŚĞƌ͘ŽƌŐͬĐƌĂŌ͘ĂƐƉǆ͍ƉŽƐƚсϯϭϯϱ
,ŽǁǁŽƵůĚǇŽƵĂŶƐǁĞƌƚŚĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ>ŽƐĞƉŽƐĞƐŶĞĂƌƚŚĞĞŶĚ͍tŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞďĞƚǁĞĞŶĚŽŝŶŐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽ
ĞĂƌŶƐĂůǀĂƟŽŶ͕ĂŶĚĚŽŝŶŐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐďĞĐĂƵƐĞ'ŽĚŝŶƐƉŝƌĞƐƵƐƚŽƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ͍ƌĞƚŚĞƌĞǁĂǇƐƚŚĂƚŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶĐĂŶ
ĐŚĂŶŐĞǇŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ŽƌĞǀĞŶƚŚĞǁŚŽůĞǁŽƌůĚ͍/ƐƚŚĂƚǁŚĂƚĂůůŽĨƚŚŝƐŝƐƵůƟŵĂƚĞůǇĂďŽƵƚ͍/ĨƐŽ͕ǁŚĂƚĂƌĞǁĞǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌ͍
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