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ĮŶĚŝƐŶŽƚŚĞůƉĨƵů͕ŽƌŝƐĚŝƐƚƌĂĐƟŶŐĂŶĚůĞĂĚƐƚŚĞŵĚŽǁŶĂůů
ŬŝŶĚƐŽĨƌĂďďŝƚŚŽůĞƐƚŚĂƚĂƌĞĮůůĞĚǁŝƚŚƐĐĂƌǇƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘

I was talking with a friend the other day about growing
ƵƉŝŶϴϬƐ͘zŽƵŬŶŽǁƚŚĞϭϵϴϬƐ͖ďŝŐŚĂŝƌ͕ŵĞƚĂůďĂŶĚƐ͕ƚŚĞ
ĮƌƐƚ ͛Ɛ͕ s,^ ƚĂƉĞƐ ĂŶĚ ĞŶĐǇĐůŽƉĞĚŝĂƐ͘  KŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ďŝŐ
things that we remembered about growing up was all the
ǁĂŝƟŶŐ͘zĞƐǁĂŝƟŶŐ͘tĞŚĂĚƚŽǁĂŝƚĨŽƌƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘tĞǁĂŝƚĞĚ
ĨŽƌůĞƩĞƌƐƚŽĐŽŵĞŝŶƚŚĞŵĂŝů͘tĞǁĂŝƚĞĚĨŽƌŽƵƌƚƵƌŶŽŶ
ƚŚĞ ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ͘ tĞ ǁĂŝƚĞĚ ĨŽƌ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘ tĞ ǁĂŝƚĞĚ ƚŽ
learn new things.

/ŶŽƵƌƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞƚĞǆƚƚŽĚĂǇǁĞƐĞĞĂŶĞŶƟƌĞŐƌŽƵƉŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞ
ǁŚŽ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ŵŝĚƐƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞŝƌ ǁĂŝƟŶŐ ƚƌŝĞĚ ƚŽ Įůů ƚŚĞ ƐŝůĞŶĐĞ
as well. They were the Israelites. Moses had led them out
ŽĨŐǇƉƚ͖ƚŚĞǇŚĂĚĂŶĂŵĂǌŝŶŐĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌǁŝƚŚ'ŽĚǁŚŽƐĞ
presence was revealed on a mountain. It was such a strong
presence that the people were frightened and asked Moses
ƚŽďĞƚŚĞŝƌŵĞĚŝĂƚŽƌ͕ƚŚĞŝƌƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ͘^ŽDŽƐĞƐĞŶĚƐ
up being the voice of God for the people. And in order to
ďĞƚŚĂƚǀŽŝĐĞ͕DŽƐĞƐŚĂĚƚŽŵĞĞƚǁŝƚŚ'ŽĚ͘^ŽDŽƐĞƐŐŽĞƐ
up the mountain to meet with God and the people wait for
DŽƐĞƐƚŽƌĞƚƵƌŶ͘/ƚ͛ƐŝŶƚŚĂƚǁĂŝƟŶŐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƐŝůĞŶĐĞĐŽŵĞƐ
ĂŶĚŝŶƐƚĞĂĚŽĨĂƐŬŝŶŐ͞ŐŽŽŐůĞ͟ƚŽĮůůƚŚĂƚƐŝůĞŶĐĞƚŚĞǇĂƐŬ
DŽƐĞƐ͛ďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂƌŽŶƚŽĮůůƚŚĂƚƐŝůĞŶĐĞ͘>Ğƚ͛ƐƉŝĐŬƵƉƚŚĞ
ƐƚŽƌǇŚĞƌĞ͘ZĞĂĚǆŽĚƵƐϯϮ͗ϭͲϭϰ͘

EŽǁ͕ŝŶϮϬϭϲ͕ǁĞĚŽŶ͛ƚƐĞĞŵƚŽŚĂǀĞƚŽǁĂŝƚĨŽƌĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͘
The other day I was having lunch with my wife and toward
the end of our meal I had planned to order some take out
ůƵŶĐŚĨŽƌŽƵƌŬŝĚƐ͘^Ž/ŐŽƚƵƉĨƌŽŵǁŚĞƌĞ/ǁĂƐƐŝƫŶŐĂŶĚ
went around the corner to order and the line was super
ůŽŶŐ͘ ^Ž ŐƵĞƐƐ ǁŚĂƚ / ĚŝĚ͍ /ŶƐƚĞĂĚ ŽĨ ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ ŝŶ ůŝŶĞ͕
ǁĂŝƟŶŐ͕/ƐĂƚďĂĐŬĚŽǁŶ͕ĚŽǁŶůŽĂĚĞĚƚŚĞƌĞƐƚĂƵƌĂŶƚƐĂƉƉ͕
ordered my take out, and on our way out picked up my bag
of food. I never had to wait. Amazing!

/ĮŶĚŝƚŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐƚŚĂƚǁŚĞŶǁĞƌĞĂĚƚŚŝƐƚĞǆƚŝƚĐĂŶďĞǀĞƌǇ
ĞĂƐǇƚŽũƵĚŐĞƚŚĞƐĞ/ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐ͘/ŵĞĂŶ͕Đ͛ŵŽŶ͕ŚŽǁŝŵƉĂƟĞŶƚ
ĂƌĞƚŚĞƐĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͍tĞůůƉƌŽďĂďůǇũƵƐƚĂƐŝŵƉĂƟĞŶƚĂƐĂŐƵǇ
who doesn’t want to stand in line to order his kids food.
ƵƚŝĨǇŽƵƉĞĞůďĂĐŬƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇũƵƐƚĂďŝƚǇŽƵ͛ůůĮŶĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ
/ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐ ǁĞƌĞ ƉƌĞƩǇ ĂŶǆŝŽƵƐ ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ƚŚŝƐ ƟŵĞ͘ dŚĞǇ ŚĂĚ
just been led out of Egypt and every step of their journey
ƚŚĞǇŚĂĚĞŝƚŚĞƌĂƉŝůůĂƌŽĨƐŵŽŬĞŽƌĂƉŝůůĂƌŽĨĮƌĞůĞĂĚŝŶŐ
them. God’s presence and God’s voice, through Moses, had
always been there. And they would soon be traveling again.
But where is Moses? Where is God’s voice? Who is going to
ůĞĂĚƚŚĞŵ͍^ŽŝŶƚŚĞƐŝůĞŶĐĞ͕ƚŚĞǇŝŶĂīĞĐƚ͕ƚƌǇƚŽƌĞĐƌĞĂƚĞ
'ŽĚ͛ƐǀŽŝĐĞ͕ďƵƚŝƚ͛ƐũƵƐƚĂŶŽƚŚĞƌƌĂďďŝƚŚŽůĞĮůůĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ
scary reality of idol worship that would lead them away
from God.

KŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ ĨƌƵƐƚƌĂƟŶŐ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĞ ĚŽ ĂƐ ŚƵŵĂŶ
beings is to wait. Ever had to wait for a health diagnosis? It
ĐĂŶďĞĞǆĐƌƵĐŝĂƟŶŐ͘KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞƌĞĂƐŽŶƐǁŚǇĚŽĚŽŶ͛ƚůŝŬĞƚŽ
ǁĂŝƚŝƐƚŚĂƚǁĞĂƌĞƵƐƵĂůůǇǁĂŝƟŶŐƚŽŚĞĂƌƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ͕ƐŽŵĞ
ŶĞǁƐŽƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶƚŚĂƚǁĞŶĞĞĚŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽŵĂŬĞƉůĂŶƐ
or to know what’s coming so we can make some sense out
ŽĨŽƵƌǁŽƌůĚ͘ŶĚŝŶƚŚĞǁĂŝƟŶŐƚŚĞƌĞŝƐƚŚŝƐƐŝůĞŶĐĞƚŚĂƚ
can be overwhelming. Maybe the only thing humans dislike
ŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶǁĂŝƟŶŐŝƐƚŚĞƐŝůĞŶĐĞƚŚĂƚƵƐƵĂůůǇĐŽŵĞƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ
ǁĂŝƟŶŐ͘^ŽǁŚĂƚǁĞƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇĚŽǁŚĞŶǁĞĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƚŚĂƚ
ƐŝůĞŶĐĞŝƐƚƌǇƚŽĮůůƚŚĂƚƐŝůĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚĂůůŬŝŶĚƐŽĨƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘>Ğƚ͛Ɛ
take the health diagnosis example. What do you think most
ƉĞŽƉůĞ ĚŽ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŚĞǇ ĂƌĞ ǁĂŝƟŶŐ ĨŽƌ Ă ŚĞĂůƚŚ ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐŝƐ͍
They turn to google, or bing, or yahoo. They begin to
ƐĞĂƌĐŚĨŽƌĂŶƐǁĞƌƐŽŶƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶ͕ƚƌǇŝŶŐƚŽĮŶĚƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ
ŽƌƐŽŵĞŽŶĞƚŚĂƚǁŝůůĮůůƚŚĂƚƐŝůĞŶĐĞ͘ŶĚǁŚĂƚƚŚĞǇƵƐƵĂůůǇ

^Ž ƚŚĞ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ĂĐƚ͕ ĂŶĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĚĞƐƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ ƚŚĞǇ ĞŶĚ ƵƉ
slipping back into the slavery of paganism, of idol worship
and they break their covenant, their word, with God. God
sees what they have done and is not cool with it. Not at
Ăůů͘ŶĚƚŚĞŶ'ŽĚ͛ƐƌĞĂĐƟŽŶ͙ƐĞĞŵƐũƵƐƚĂƐĚĞƐƉĞƌĂƚĞĂƐ
ƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞƐ͘zŽƵƐĞĞ͕'ŽĚŚĂĚďĞĞŶǁĂŝƟŶŐƚŽŽ͘'ŽĚŚĂĚ
ďĞĞŶ ǁĂŝƟŶŐ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ƚŽ ŐĞƚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƵŶƚĂŝŶ͕ ƚŽ
enter into a covenant, to become their God. And God had
ĮůůĞĚƚŚĂƚƐŝůĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚůĂǇŝŶŐŽƵƚƉůĂŶƐ͕ĚƌĞĂŵƐĂŶĚŚŽƉĞƐ
for the people. It was as if God was at the jewelry store
picking out the wedding ring and just as God walks out of
ƚŚĞƐƚŽƌĞƌŝŶŐŝŶŚĂŶĚ͕ŚĞĂƌƚĮůůĞĚǁŝƚŚůŽǀĞ͕'ŽĚƐĞĞƐƚŚĞ
ƉĞŽƉůĞĐŚĞĂƟŶŐ͘ƌĞǇŽƵŬŝĚĚŝŶŐŵĞ͍dŚŝƐŝƐƚŽŽŵƵĐŚ͕ĂŶĚ
God is on the brink of breaking the covenant too, breaking
God’s word with the people. But we are in a sermon series
ƚŚĂƚ ŚĞůƉƐ ƵƐ ƚŽ ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ ƚŚĞ ŚĞƌŽĞƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞƐĞ ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ ĂŶĚ
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ƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇŝƐŶŽĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐĂŚĞƌŽĂŶĚŚŝƐŶĂŵĞ ŝƐ
Moses. And it’s a good thing that Moses shows up because
ƚŚĞǁŚŽůĞƚŚŝŶŐŝƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽĨĂůůĂƉĂƌƚ͘>Ğƚ͛ƐƌĞƌĞĂĚƚŚŝƐƉĂƌƚ
ĂŐĂŝŶ͘ZĞĂĚǆŽĚƵƐϯϮ͗ϵʹϭϰ͘
^Ž DŽƐĞƐ͕ ƚŚĞ ŚĞƌŽ͕ ƐĂǀĞƐ ƚŚĞ ĚĂǇ ĂŶĚ DŽƐĞƐ ĚŽĞƐ ŝƚ ďǇ
breaking into the silence that God was experiencing as well.
>Ğƚ͛Ɛ ƌĞƚƵƌŶ ƚŽ ŽƵƌ ďŝďůĞƐ͘ /Ŷ sĞƌƐĞ ϭϬ 'ŽĚ ƚĞůůƐ DŽƐĞƐ
ǁŚĂƚ͍dĂŬĞĂŵŽŵĞŶƚĂŶĚƵŶĚĞƌůŝŶĞƚŚĞƉŚƌĂƐĞʹůĞĂǀĞŵĞ
ĂůŽŶĞ͘tŚĞŶĚŽĞƐƐŽŵĞŽŶĞƵƐƵĂůůǇƐĂǇ͞ůĞĂǀĞŵĞĂůŽŶĞ͍͟
hƐƵĂůůǇĂŌĞƌƚŚĞǇ͛ǀĞďĞĞŶŚƵƌƚ͘ŶĚ'ŽĚǁĂƐŚƵƌƚĂŶĚ'ŽĚ
is about to enter into silence as well. But Moses won’t let
it remain silent. Moses will not let God sit alone in silence.
Moses does not imagine a God who is distant, a God who is
ƐŝůĞŶƚ͘DŽƐĞƐŝŵĂŐŝŶĞƐĂ'ŽĚǁŚŽŝƐƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŝŶŚŝƐƟŵĞĂŶĚ
in his space, a God who cares deeply for the people and a
God who would be moved to compassion by the voice of
the people.
Moses, who was the voice of God to the people, now
becomes the voice of the people to God. Write in your
ŵĂƌŐŝŶƐ ͞ƌĂĚŝĐĂů ʹ ƚŚĞ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ŚĂǀĞ Ă ǀŽŝĐĞ͊͟ WĞŽƉůĞ
ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇŵĂƩĞƌƚŽƚŚŝƐ'ŽĚ͘'ŽĚƌĞƐƉŽŶĚƐƚŽƚŚĞǀŽŝĐĞŽĨ
the people. This God is not distant. This God is present in
ŽƵƌƟŵĞĂŶĚŝŶŽƵƌƐƉĂĐĞ͕Ă'ŽĚǁŚŽĚĞĞƉůǇĐĂƌĞƐĨŽƌƵƐ
and a God who is moved to compassion because our voice
ŵĂƩĞƌƐ͘

be that intercessory for us. If you know of someone who
is seeking God in the silence please pray for them. Pray
as fervently and as boldly as Moses prayed. Believe that
'ŽĚ ǁŝůů ŵĞĞƚ ƚŚĞŵ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ƟŵĞ ĂŶĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ƐƉĂĐĞ ũƵƐƚ
as God met those Israelites, not with wrath and evil but
ǁŝƚŚĐŽŵƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂŶĚŵĞƌĐǇ͘dŚŝƐŝƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŐƌĞĂƚŐŝŌƐŽĨ
ďĞŝŶŐŝŶĂƐŵĂůůŐƌŽƵƉʹŽƚŚĞƌƐƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚǇŽƵǁŝƚŚƉƌĂǇĞƌ͕
others are that voice for you when you lose yours.
ŶĚ Ă ƚŚŝƌĚ ǁĂǇ ŝƐ ƚŽ ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ ƚŚĞ ƐŝůĞŶĐĞ͘ ŽŶ͛ƚ ŝŐŶŽƌĞ
ŝƚ͕ĚŽŶ͛ƚƌƵŶĨƌŽŵŝƚĂŶĚĚŽŶ͛ƚĮůůƚŚĞƐŝůĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚŐŽůĚĞŶ
calves. Acknowledge it and expect that in the silence you
ǁŝůů ĮŶĚ ŽƵƚ ŵŽƌĞ ĂďŽƵƚ ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ ƚŚĂŶ ǇŽƵ ǁŽƵůĚ ŚĂǀĞ
expected. Welcoming the silence invites us to be more
ƉĂƟĞŶƚǁŝƚŚŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘tĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŚĞƐŝůĞŶĐĞ
helps to remind us of our deep need for God. Welcoming
ƚŚĞƐŝůĞŶĐĞŚĞůƉƐƵƐƌĞŐĂŝŶƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞĂŶĚĐŚĂŶŐĞƐƵƐƐŽ
that when God speaks we can actually hear God’s voice and
ŶŽƚũƵƐƚŽƵƌŽǁŶĚĞƐŝƌĞƐ͘ǁŚŝůĞďĂĐŬ͕WĂƐƚŽƌ:ĞīƚĂƵŐŚƚ
us the welcome prayer and how we can use that prayer as
we deal with issues of grief and loss. That welcome prayer
ĂůƐŽ ǁŽƌŬƐ ŝŶ ŵŝĚƐƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƐŝůĞŶĐĞ ĂƐ ǁĞůů͘ ^Ž ƚŽ ĞŶĚ ŽƵƌ
ƟŵĞůĞƚ͛ƐƉƌĂǇƚŚĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞƉƌĂǇĞƌ͕ǁĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŚĞƐŝůĞŶĐĞ͕
ƚƌƵƐƟŶŐŝŶĂ'ŽĚǁŚŽĚŽĞƐƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƵƐ͕Ă'ŽĚǁŚŽŵĞĞƚƐ
ƵƐŝŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕Ă'ŽĚǁŚŽŝƐƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŝŶŽƵƌƟŵĞĂŶĚŝŶ
our space, a God who cares deeply for the us and a God
who will be moved to compassion by our voice.

^Ž͕ǁŚĂƚŚĂƉƉĞŶƐƚŽƵƐŝŶƚŚŽƐĞƟŵĞƐǁŚĞŶǁĞĚŽŶ͛ƚĨĞĞů
'ŽĚ͛ƐƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚƵƐ͍^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ'ŽĚĐĂŶĨĞĞůĚŝƐƚĂŶƚ͘
tĞǁĂŝƚĨŽƌ'ŽĚ͛ƐǀŽŝĐĞĂŶĚŝŶƚŚĞǁĂŝƟŶŐƐŝůĞŶĐĞĐŽŵĞƐ
ĂŶĚǁĞƚƌǇƚŽĮůůƚŚĂƚƐŝůĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚĂůůŬŝŶĚƐŽĨŝĚŽůƐ͘DŽŶĞǇ͕
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͕ ĚƌƵŐƐ͕ ǀŝŽůĞŶĐĞ͕ ƉŽǁĞƌ͕ ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ǁĞ ƚƌĞĂƚ
ůŝŬĞŐŽĚƐ͙ǇŽƵŶĂŵĞŝƚĂŶĚƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞŚĂǀĞƚƌŝĞĚŝƚ͘WĞŽƉůĞ
ĂƌĞƌĞĂůůǇŐŽŽĚĂƚĮůůŝŶŐƚŚĞƐŝůĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚŐŽůĚĞŶĐĂůǀĞƐ͘
^ŽŚŽǁĚŽǁĞƐĞĞŬ'ŽĚŝŶƚŚĞƐŝůĞŶĐĞ͍/ǁĂŶƚƚŽƐƵŐŐĞƐƚ
ƚŚƌĞĞǁĂǇƐ͘dŚĞĮƌƐƚŝƐƚŽůĞƚDŽƐĞƐƚĞĂĐŚƵƐĂŐĂŝŶ͘,ŽǁĚŽĞƐ
Moses seek God in the silence? Moses reminds God of the
promise that God made to God’s people. But in reminding
God of the promise, Moses also reminds the people of the
promise. This golden calf story was told over and over again
ƚŽĞǀĞƌǇŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶŽĨ/ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐƚŽƌĞŵŝŶĚƚŚĞŵƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇ
were a people of the promise. God’s promises are for them.
And we are a people of the promise too. God’s promises
are for you too. In your bibles underline the beginning of
ǀĞƌƐĞϭϯĂŶĚǁƌŝƚĞŝŶǇŽƵƌŵĂƌŐŝŶ͞ZĞŵĞŵďĞƌŵĞ͘͟tŚĞŶ
ǇŽƵĮŶĚǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨǁĂŝƟŶŐŝŶƚŚĞƐŝůĞŶĐĞĨŽƌ'ŽĚ͛ƐǀŽŝĐĞŽƉĞŶ
ƵƉǇŽƵƌďŝďůĞƚŽƚŚŝƐǀĞƌƐĞĂŶĚƉƌĂǇʹƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŵĞ͘
The second is to follow Moses’s example. Moses spoke on
behalf of the people. Moses interceded for the people. We
can be that same intercessory for others and others can
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