SERMON: Paul Gauche
\

I just have to tell you about this church I know. Amazing
things are going on—they actually saved a life. What a story!
I’m connected to quite a few churches around the county, I
ŚĂǀĞĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐŝŶĂůůŬŝŶĚƐŽĨĨĂŝƚŚĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕
and I’ve seen just about everything. But I’ve got to tell you
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐŽŶĞƉůĂĐĞŝŶƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ͘/ƚ͛ƐƌĞŵĂƌŬĂďůĞ͘
While many, many churches today are living in “scarcity
mode”—afraid for their lives, living week-to-week, hunkering
down, focusing inward and thinking only about survival,
this church I know is living in “abundance mode,” living in
ƚƌƵƐƚ ĂŶĚ ĨĂŝƚŚ͕ ůŝǀŝŶŐ ŽƉĞŶͲŚĞĂƌƚĞĚůǇ͕ ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞůǇ ŵĞĞƟŶŐ
ƚŚĞŶĞĞĚƐŽĨŽƚŚĞƌƐ͕ƚƌƵƐƟŶŐŝŶƚŚĞŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞ^Ɖŝƌŝƚ
of God among them; and instead of focusing on scraping
together just enough to pay the bills, this community of
faith lives has a vibrant vision of where God is leading them
that is deeply centered in the joy of seeing lives touched,
lives, changed, lives saved! What a story it is!
I’ll come back to that. But I want to read a passage from the
end of the book of James. And I just have to warn you—this
is unpleasant-really unpleasant. These are harsh words for
a community of faith—a group of people who have fallen
deeply into scarcity mode. And James gives them the wakeup-call-to-end-all-wake-up-calls. If this was a news story—
and it was in the 1st century, the news team would begin
with something like this: [have Swen pre-record this and
ŚŝƚƉůĂǇƌŝŐŚƚŚĞƌĞ͗͞tĞǁĂŶƚƚŽĐĂƵƟŽŶŽƵƌůŝƐƚĞŶĞƌƐ͕ƚŚĞ
ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ ƐƚŽƌǇ ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ ŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ŵĂǇ ŶŽƚ
be suitable for some listeners.” So here’s the reading from
James 5:1-6:
ŶĚĂĮŶĂůǁŽƌĚƚŽǇŽƵĂƌƌŽŐĂŶƚƌŝĐŚ͗dĂŬĞƐŽŵĞůĞƐƐŽŶƐŝŶ
lament and sorrow. You’ll need buckets for the tears when
the crash comes upon you. Your money is corrupt and your
ĮŶĞĐůŽƚŚĞƐƐƟŶŬ͘zŽƵƌŐƌĞĞĚǇůƵǆƵƌŝĞƐĂƌĞĂĐĂŶĐĞƌŝŶǇŽƵƌ

:D^ϱ͗ϭͳϲ | 9/3/17
gut, destroying your life from within. You thought you were
piling up wealth. What you’ve piled up is judgment. All the
ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐǇŽƵ͛ǀĞĞǆƉůŽŝƚĞĚĂŶĚĐŚĞĂƚĞĚĐƌǇŽƵƚĨŽƌũƵĚŐŵĞŶƚ͘
The groans of the workers you used and abused are a roar in
the ears of the [Lord of Hosts]. You’ve looted the earth and
ůŝǀĞĚŝƚƵƉ͘ƵƚĂůůǇŽƵ͛ůůŚĂǀĞƚŽƐŚŽǁĨŽƌŝƚŝƐĂĨĂƩĞƌƚŚĂŶ
usual corpse. In fact, what you’ve done is condemn and
murder perfectly good persons, who stand there and take it.
See what I mean? See what I’m talking about? There are
Ă ůŽƚ ŽĨ ŚŽƚͲďƵƩŽŶ ǁŽƌĚƐ ĂƌĞ ŝŶ͗ ͞ƌƌŽŐĂŶƚ͕ ƌŝĐŚ͕ ůĂŵĞŶƚ͕
ƐŽƌƌŽǁ͕ ĐƌĂƐŚ͕ ĐŽƌƌƵƉƟŽŶ͕ ƐƟŶŬ͕ ũƵĚŐŵĞŶƚ͕ ĞǆƉůŽŝƚĂƟŽŶ͕
corpse, death. James hangs it all out there, and then some.
/ ƚŚŝŶŬ ŝƚ ǁŽƵůĚ ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇ ũƵƐƟĮĞĚ ŝĨ͕ ŽŶ ĮƌƐƚ ŐůĂŶĐĞ͕ ǁĞ
came to the conclusion that there’s absolutely no good
news in there at all.
But friends, I’m here to tell you today, that there is. I found
the good news—it’s in there. And you’ll know it when you
ƐĞĞ ŝƚ͘ 'ŽŽĚ ŶĞǁƐ ŝƐŶ͛ƚ ĂůǁĂǇƐ ǀŝƐŝďůĞ͕ Ăƚ ĮƌƐƚ͘ ^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ
ǇŽƵŚĂǀĞƚŽĚŝŐĂůŝƩůĞďŝƚ͕ŽƉĞŶǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨƵƉ͕ŵĂǇďĞĞǀĞŶĚŽ
Ă ďŝƚ ŽĨ ƐĞůĨͲĞǀĂůƵĂƟŽŶ͕ ĚŽ ƐŽŵĞ ĨĞĂƌůĞƐƐ ŵŽƌĂů ŝŶǀĞŶƚŽƌǇ͘
^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐǇŽƵŚĂǀĞƚŽŚĂǀĞƐŽŵĞŽŶĞƉŽŝŶƚŝƚŽƵƚƚŽǇŽƵ͕
ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞ ǇŽƵ ƚŽ ŝƚ͘ ^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ ǇŽƵ ũƵƐƚ ŚĂǀĞ ƚŽ ƐĞĞ ƚŚĞ
good news at work to believe it!
dŚĞŐŽŽĚŶĞǁƐŇŽǁŝŶŐŽƵƚŽĨƚŚŝƐŚĂƌĚƉĂƐƐĂŐĞŝƐƚŚĂƚǁĞ
know what life looks like when generosity is not at work—and
it wasn’t at work in the community James wrote to! James
paints a clear picture of what it looks like when generosity
ƐůŝƉƐ ĂǁĂǇ ĂŶĚ ĂƌƌŽŐĂŶĐĞ ĂŶĚ ƐŽƌƌŽǁ ĂŶĚ ĐŽƌƌƵƉƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ
ĞǆƉůŽŝƚĂƟŽŶ ďĞŐŝŶ ƌƵůŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƉůĂĐĞ͗ ŝƚ ůŽŽŬƐ ůŝŬĞ ĚĞĂƚŚ͘
James gives us the picture of a community that’s afraid for
their lives, they’re hunkering down, they’re focusing inward
and thinking only about survival. But the message here—
the meaning behind James’s harsh words is about what life
looks like when abundance and generosity abounds!
And THAT is the good news! There’s a new way to live!
And it looks a lot like a community learning together
about trust and faith. It looks a lot like a community living
open-heartedly, open-handed, living together in mission,
ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞůǇ ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ŶĞĞĚƐ ŽĨ ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͕ ƚƌƵƐƟŶŐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ
movement of the Spirit of God among them to provide for
the needs of those who are in need. It’s a community that
instead of focusing on scraping together just enough to pay
the bills and keep the doors open, is a community of faith
that lives for the joy of seeing lives touched, lives, changed,
lives, saved because hearts are open !
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So let’s go back to that church, that community of faith that
I was talking about? Let me tell you about it. What a story
it is! At some point they made the bold and daring decision
to abandon the scarcity model. If they were going to live by
faith, then they were going to go all in. Having done that,
ƚŚĞǇŵĂĚĞƚŚĞĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƚŽĞŵďƌĂĐĞĂďƵŶĚĂŶĐĞďǇƚƌƵƐƟŶŐ
God to take them where they could not see, to serve people
that they may not know, with resources that they would
have to trust God would provide…—just enough at just the
ƌŝŐŚƚ ƟŵĞ ĨŽƌ ũƵƐƚ ƚŚĞ ƌŝŐŚƚ ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ͘ EŽƚ ůŽŶŐ ĂŌĞƌ ƚŚĞǇ
ŵĂĚĞƚŚĂƚĐƌŝƟĐĂůĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ͕ƚŚĞŝƌĨĂŝƚŚǁĂƐƚĞƐƚĞĚ͘ůŽƚŽĨ
ƉĞŽƉůĞ ǁŚŽ ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ ƐŚĂƌĞ ƚŚĂƚ ƐĂŵĞ ǀŝƐŝŽŶ ůĞŌ ĂŶĚ ǁĞŶƚ
other places. And with them went their support. There are
many ways to measure support, but it got so challenging
ƚŚĂƚĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨŽŶĞƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌŵŽŶƚŚƚŚĞĂďŝůŝƚǇƚŽďƌĞĂŬ
even came within $100 of not doing so.

is living in abundance mode, living in trust and faith, living
ŽƉĞŶͲŚĞĂƌƚĞĚůǇ͕ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞůǇ͕ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚŽŶƚŚĞŶĞĞĚƐŽĨŽƚŚĞƌƐ͕
ƚƌƵƐƟŶŐŝŶƚŚĞŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞ^ƉŝƌŝƚŽĨ'ŽĚĂŵŽŶŐƵƐ͖ĂŶĚ
instead of focusing on scraping together just enough to pay
the bills, this community of faith lives for the joy of seeing
lives touched, lives, changed, lives saved! What a story it is!

Ƶƚ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ŽĨ ĨĂŝƚŚ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ ƚŽ ůŝǀĞ ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ
promise that God provides just what is needed, just when
ŝƚ͛Ɛ ŶĞĞĚĞĚ͕ ĨŽƌ ǁŚŽŵ ŝƚ͛Ɛ ŶĞĞĚĞĚ͘ ŶĚ 'ŽĚ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ ƚŽ
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ͘KǀĞƌƚŚĞƐƉĂŶŽĨĂĨĞǁǇĞĂƌƐ͕ƚŚĞĞŶƟƌĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ
ĐĂŵĞďĂĐŬƚŽůŝĨĞ͊ƐƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞŽŶŐŽŝŶŐŶĂƌƌĂƟǀĞŽĨ'ŽĚ͛Ɛ
faithfulness, the people began to celebrate the good news
that God makes a way where there is no way, and that the
seemingly impossible good news does indeed take place:
/Ŷ ƚŚĞ ǁŽƌƐƚ ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ ƟŵĞƐ ŝŶ ƌĞĐĞŶƚ ŵĞŵŽƌǇ͕ ƚŚŝƐ ĨĂŝƚŚ
community lives for the joy of seeing lives touched, lives,
changed, lives, saved because hearts are open!
And that’s when Patrice arrived.
;/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞ WĂƚƌŝĐĞ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ͕ ĂŶĚ ŐŝǀĞ ŚĞƌ ƚŚĞ
opportunity to tell her story and just to say “Thank you for
saving my life and bringing so much hope to me and my
family.”)
You probably know by now that this church I know, the
community of faith I’m talking about that gave up sacristy
and embraced abundance—this church that saved a life—
Patrice’s life… is Prince of Peace. That community of faith is
this community of faith and this community of faith is you.
dŚŝƐŝƐĂƉůĂĐĞǁŚĞƌĞǁĞŚĂǀĞƚŚĞƉƌŝǀŝůĞŐĞŽĨŝŶǀĞƐƟŶŐͶŽŶĞ
ĚŽůůĂƌĂƚĂƟŵĞ͘dŚŝƐŝƐĂƉůĂĐĞĚǁŚĞƌĞ͕ǁŚĞŶǁĞŐŝǀĞŵŽŶĞǇ
to the mission and the ministry that God has set before us,
ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů͕ ƚĂŶŐŝďůĞ͕ ƌĞŵĂƌŬĂďůĞ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ ŚĂƉƉĞŶ͗ ůŝǀĞƐ ĂƌĞ
ƌĞƐƚŽƌĞĚ͕ŚŽƉĞŝƐƌĞŶĞǁĞĚ͕ůŽǀĞŝƐĞǆƉĂŶĚĞĚ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ
ŝƐ Ă ďĞƩĞƌ ƉůĂĐĞ͘ ŶĚ ǁĞ ŐĞƚ ƚŽ ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ WĂƚƌŝĐĞ͛Ɛ ƐƚŽƌǇ
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞŝŶƐƚĞĂĚŽĨůŝǀŝŶŐŝŶƐĐĂƌĐŝƚǇŵŽĚĞͶŚŽůĚŝŶŐƟŐŚƚůǇ
ƚŽ ǁŚĂƚ ůŝƩůĞ ďŝƚ ǁĞ ƚŚŝŶŬ ǁĞ͛ƌĞ ŚŽůĚŝŶŐ ŽŶ ƚŽ͕ ŚƵŶŬĞƌŝŶŐ
down for today, being afraid of tomorrow, thinking only
about survival, Prince of Peace—as a community of faith
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