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I remember the day driving down 35W when I turned to my 

years in ministry and we were just returning from a networking 
lunch with other ministry leaders where I could feel the wisdom of 

I would soon have the opportunity to discover that the path to 

talk about – in church or elsewhere – and that’s wisdom. Maybe 

to do about it or where to look for answers. Well – today is your 
day. As our reading from James highlights wisdom is not simply 

wisdom provides a vision for abundant living.

I had choices to make – and I knew there were more things to 

Wisdom = begins with a longing 

(understanding) and trust in God (wisdom)

between true wisdom and false wisdom. What is true wisdom 

to 1809.) Need to know how late JoAnn Fabrics is open? Search 

and some we don’t.

Many of us grew up in an age where knowledge was the name 

opportunity. So we pursued knowledge in various forms. Today we 

10 people in the have a high school diploma or GED and 1/3 of us 
have college degrees or higher.

(https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/l ibrary/

Knowledge is a goal to pursue. It is a something many of us have 

pursuit can give us the illusion that we are wise – especially if we 
have mastered a body of work or have a deep understanding of 

This high value on knowledge reigns as king in religious circles 

not the same as following Jesus or living a life of faith. With so 

knowledge is not wisdom. Knowledge comes from ideas or 
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day in and day out – to God. That’s it. And that’s enough. But 

not the goal.

true and false wisdom. This is helpful – since wisdom itself feels 

wisdom is true or false. 

What builds up people in need – true wisdom.

What wipes out disorder and evil – true wisdom.

this a bit.

ongoing everyday behaviors. 

behaviors they do to let you know they love you – and then how 

I’m going to use my kids. I truly believe that my daughters both 
love me – why? Because when they can tell when I’m having a bad 

with me) they respond in a way that they know will be important 

and a tangible way they tell me – day in and day out – that they 
love me.

When I was 25 I thought wisdom was a moment when I made a 

or area of my life. What I know now almost 3 decades later is 

in God’s presence and hanging around with other people who 

our own lives a vision emerges – one where people live together 

True wisdom not only comes from knowing and being in 

How do we discover this for ourselves? True wisdom emerges out 

over ideas. True wisdom connects to a vision of abundant life for all 

And how do we lead others into such a way of life? What would 

Some of us will invest in the lives of children – locally. And in 

will touch the lives of their parents and siblings and  plant seeds of 
God’s vision for abundant living decades into the future. Some of 

develop medical devices or distribute goods and services around 
the world. Wise living might impact our business choices that save 

in the way we treat those we work with and the customers you 

being with students for a while and then sending them out into 

All of us have the opportunity to invite others into God’s abundant 
vision of life here on earth – and the pathway to that vision is wise 
living.

AND I believe this is the work of church leaders – today and into 

God. We want students to be able to understand what it means for 

vision of abundant life for all people.
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