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Immediately a er this, Jesus insisted that his
disciples get back into the boat and cross to the other
side of the lake, while he sent the people home. 23
A er sending them home, he went up into the hills by
himself to pray. Night fell while he was there alone.
24
Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away
from land, for a strong wind had risen, and they were
figh ng heavy waves. 25 About three o’clock in the
morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the
water. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the
water, they were terrified. In their fear, they cried
out, “It’s a ghost!” 27 But Jesus spoke to them at once.
“Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!”
28
Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you,
tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” 29
“Yes, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side
of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. 30
But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he
was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he
shouted. 31 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed
him. “You have so li le faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you
doubt me?” 32 When they climbed back into the boat,
the wind stopped. 33 Then the disciples worshiped him.
“You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed.
Scene 1:
Interviewer: How does this story fit into what
Ma hew is saying?”
Teaching: Well, Ma hew spends pre y much the first
half of his story about Jesus se ng up conflict that
requires some sort of answer. I mean you’ve got Herod
who is a local strong man, who is just on a hair trigger.
Among the people Ma hew was wri ng to, a mostly
Jewish audience, there was a significant number of
people who felt alienated by government, the Romans.
And there were even more people in this story that felt
like their religious leaders didn’t have what they were
looking for in terms of a connec on to God.
Ma hew was just reminding people of what they
pre y much already knew: the world was broken and
in need of some kind of rescue. And that for people

that want to follow Jesus, leaning into that life will lead
to them becoming part of that rescue mission, to go
into a world that’s caught up in a storm.
Scene 2:
Interviewer: So, have you ever felt like you’ve been
caught in a storm in life?
- Planning a wedding during Covid felt like a storm,
because we had planned what our wedding was going
to look like a year ago and that’s totally changed now.
- Growing up, I went to majority white schools from
kindergarten to 12th grade. It was really hard for me
to feel seen and feel like I belonged.
- Recently I’ve been preparing to go to college and a lot
of stuﬀ has been really thrown oﬀ by what’s happening
right now. Dates are being changed, mes are being
changed, the way that we handle everything is being
changed. It’s been kind of a challenge for me lately.
Scene 3:
Interviewer: So, Ma hew goes from talking about
these other types of storms to a real one? What’s the
significance of that?
Teaching: By the me we get to chapter 14, Ma hew
hits the gas on what he is trying to tell us about Jesus.
We get this sudden expansion of the frame or picture
of who Jesus is. So, we’ve learned that Jesus wants
to engage with local issues. He’s head and shoulders
above what the religious leaders are oﬀering. He’s a
healer of people who are sick, held cap ve by demons,
and just before this we find out he can turn a li le bit
of food into a feast for something like 15,000 people.
It’s amazing stuﬀ.
It’s all stuﬀ which would definitely change your
perspec ve on who Jesus is, what it means to be his
disciple, but it’s in line with what the prophets did. In
an odd way, expected, but then we’re in this storm. If
you’ve been in a li le boat on big water in a storm, it
is terrifying. And it is scary because it reminds you just
how big, wild, and out of control the world can be and
just how small you are.
But, then they look out on the waves bea ng up their
boat and who do they see? Jesus.
All of these other things which Jesus brought rescue
to were to scale for a human. Not saying they weren’t
miraculous and wonderful, but this seems to be
diﬀerent, Jesus is walking on the waves of a storm.
Ma hew is blowing up the scope of Jesus’ voca on
as messiah to an extraordinary level because this is
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power over crea on type rescue. And the disciples,
well, they are ra led. I would be. Wouldn’t you be?

Scene 7:
Interviewer: So he goes out to meet Jesus?

Scene 4:
Interviewer: When did it feel like things were really
out of control?

Teaching: Yeah, he gets out of the boat and he, too, is
walking over the water, on this storm. I mean, can you
imagine, the waves are crashing, going nuts, but Peter
is just locked into ge ng to Jesus. So he walks.

- This past week I was faced with the reality that I may
not see my students for a long me face to face, and
that’s where I really feed oﬀ of those connec ons.
- Yesterday was a really good example of things feeling
out of control. I had my immuniza on records for
college apparently didn’t go through, I had to take a
strengths test, I had to do about five diﬀerent things
for college in a span of about three hours, for a zoom
mee ng. It just feels like a lot.

Then, maybe it’s the sheer “what is happening?!” of
the moment, but reality sets in, you know how it does,
for Peter and he begins to sink in the water. And he’s in
trouble, at least it feels like he is.
Scene 8:
Interviewer: Were there or are there moments when
you have fear or doubt that Jesus can help you through
your storm?

Scene 5:
Teaching: This situa on provokes a range of responses
in the disciples. Prior to seeing Jesus, some of the
disciples are clinging to the side of the boat, praying,
“God, just get me out of this.” Others are rowing
like their lives depended on it, hoping that they can
muscle their way out of that mess. Others are probably
realists. This is a li le boat on big water. This is it. And
then they see Jesus out on the water and they are
overwhelmed, they can’t process it. It’s too much. He’s
got to be a ghost!

- I think we know that Jesus is walking this with us, but
there’s definitely been mes when the fear and the
anxiety and the stress of it all has certainly taken over
our emo ons.

I feel like, if we’re honest, in our storms, we have been
one of these disciples at some point or another. If
there is one thing that storms and Jesus do, it is show
you what’s going on in your heart which will then make
you available for where you’ll need to go. And that’s
what happens with Peter. He was looking for God to
show up.

Teaching: Well, Jesus does for Peter what I think Jesus
does for all of us when things go sideways, when
we sink below the surface in life and the storms we
experience. He reaches into the water and he grabs
Peter by the arm and he rescues him. He’s got him.
No judgment, no condemna on. He rescues him and
pulls him out of the water, and Jesus sees Peter and
it’s this amazing moment that we all hope to have with
Jesus in our lives when life is diﬃcult. Jesus lends him
his strength, his power so that the two of them can
walk on the storm together back to the boat. The text
doesn’t even have to say it for us to know that Peter
had a life-changing experience that day. He’s never
going to be the same.

And then God did show up and says to them in their
fear, “Take courage. Don’t fear. I’m here!”
Scene 6:
Interviewer: So that’s when Peter gets out of the
boat?
Teaching: Yeah. Because he SEES Jesus. Peter is
having the sort of reac on to Jesus that Ma hew
hopes all of us will have as a result of reading this
story. It’s important to know that Peter has been with
Jesus all along. He’s been seeing firsthand, he’s been
experiencing firsthand this unfolding picture of who
Jesus is and thereby what it might mean to follow
him and now he’s there for this storm, this massive
escala on of the picture of who Jesus is and it moves
him to this place of availability.
So, yeah, Peter asks Jesus to tell him to get out of the
boat and Jesus says, yeah, come.

- I think the doubt comes from things being completely
out of my control and it has actually caused me to dive
deeper into God’s word and into my prayer life and to
rely on Jesus more to combat that doubt.
Scene 9:
Interviewer: So, then what happens?

Scene 10:
Interviewer: So, what does that mean for us; a lot of
us feel like we are going through a storm right now?
Teaching: “All of us,” me included, you know? I’ve been
in quaran ne, I know people who are sick, I’m afraid of
ge ng sick, I know people that have died, I’ve been to
virtual funerals. I think what is good news in this story
is that Jesus cares about what’s going on in our lives.
We are invited to lay it all out there, to be honest.
This is an invita on to be who we are, failures and all,
before our God, and to know that God is interested in

the details about the storms of our life. He wants to do
something about them. That’s good news.
I also think that Jesus isn’t leaving me or us where we
are; he’s moving me from fear to courage. I can hardly
watch the news anymore because I think so much of it
is just one big highlight reel designed to scare us. Scare
us from one another, scare us from understanding one
another, and scare us from changing or growing. Jesus
came to the disciples and comes to a world that is
stuck in fear to show us the way to freedom. To move
people from fear to courage so that we can be the
church.
Lastly, I think it is important to pay a en on to the fact
that Jesus and Peter don’t walk away from the other
disciples; they go back to the boat and they lead the
disciples to where they were going, to more ministry.
This encounter isn’t an end in itself, it’s a beginning
and a model – a pa ern for us to follow, for us to know
how to be the church. Jesus changes us so that we can
go change people’s situa ons.
Like I said, we’re only halfway through the conflict
Ma hew is se ng up in this story. And while Peter and
the disciples are where they are and know what they
know as characters in the story, Ma hew is wri ng this
and we’re reading this a couple thousand years a er.
A er the resurrec on. A er Jesus gives us the Spirit so
that we might do for others what he has done for us:
which is to show up in each other’s storms.
For a long, long me the church has been understood
as a boat, a life boat of sorts, where people can go for
rest and for shelter when life gets rough. And while
that is true, nowadays there’s more to it. This boat
is filled with known and changed followers of Jesus
needs to go to where the hur ng people are to be
the hands and feet of Jesus where people are actually
struggling.
So, that’s what I’m gonna do. I came to this side of the
lake to be with some friends that are in the middle of
a storm so that we can weather it together. My hope is
that everyone watching this will do the same. Because
it changes things. It changes us. And that’s good news.
Scene 11:
Interviewer: How has your church family supported
you in this season?
- Shortly a er everything shut down with Covid we
were in the Wilderness series, and I remember to this
day, and will con nue to remember this all the way
through the school year, the sermon about there’s
always enough for today.

- One me when I was at Prince of Peace, I was feeling
par cularly alone as a biracial woman in this world,
and a woman that I did not know at all came up to me
and asked if she could sit with me and pray for me, and
it was then that I felt seen and felt like I ma ered.
- I’ve felt a lot of support by our church family by
seeming genuinely interested in how we’re doing and
asking what they can do for us and just showing love.

