SERMON: :ĞīDĂƌŝĂŶ
:K,Eϭϭ͗ϭͳϳ͕ϭϳͳϰϰ | 3/11/18

tĞ͛ƌĞŝŶĂǁŽƌƐŚŝƉƐĞƌŝĞƐĞŶƟƚůĞĚ͞ŽŵĞĂŶĚ^ĞĞ͘͟tĞ͛ƌĞ
ĞǆƉůŽƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ ŽĨ :ĞƐƵƐ͛ ĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌƐ ǁŝƚŚ ŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ
people, to discover how these encounters changed them.
But this isn’t just about learning what happened in the past.
These stories dare us to believe that our daily encounters
with Jesus can change us too. And then we’re encouraged
to invite others to come and see and be changed. See how
that works? We come and see Jesus. We are changed. And
so, we invite others to come and see. Look around you
ƌŝŐŚƚ ŶŽǁ͘ ^ĞĞ ƚŚŽƐĞ ĞŵƉƚǇ ĐŚĂŝƌƐ͍ dŚĞǇ ĂƌĞ ǁĂŝƟŶŐ ĨŽƌ
someone, someone whom you will invite to come and see
Jesus. That’s how we share the life and goodness of Jesus.
dŽĚĂǇǁĞ͛ƌĞŐŽŝŶŐĞǆƉůŽƌĞƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐƌĂŝƐŝŶŐ>ĂǌĂƌƵƐ͘
/ƚ͛ƐĂůŽŶŐƐƚŽƌǇ͕ĨŽƵŶĚŝŶ:ŽŚŶϭϭ͗ϭͲϳ͕ϭϳͲϰϰE>d͘ĞĐĂƵƐĞ
ŝƚ͛ƐĂůŽŶŐƐƚŽƌǇǁĞ͛ƌĞŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƌĞĂĚŝƚŝŶĂĐƌĞĂƟǀĞǁĂǇ͘ƐǁĞ
ŚĞĂƌƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇ/ǁĂŶƚǇŽƵƚŽƉĂǇĂƩĞŶƟŽŶƚŽƚŚƌĞĞƚŚŝŶŐƐ͗
ŚĞĂƌƚĂĐŚĞ͕ŵŝƌĂĐůĞĂŶĚŝŶǀŝƚĂƟŽŶ͘,ĞƌĞǁĞŐŽ͙
ŵĂǌŝŶŐƐƚŽƌǇ͕ŝƐŶ͛ƚŝƚ͍ŶĚŝƚƌĂŝƐĞƐƐŽŵĂŶǇƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘tŚǇ
did Jesus just stay where he was when he learned that his
beloved friend Lazarus was deathly ill? Why did Jesus let him
ĚŝĞ ƌĂƚŚĞƌ ƚŚĂŶ ŚĞĂů Śŝŵ͍ ^Ž ŵĂŶǇ ƉĞƌƉůĞǆŝŶŐ ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘
But rather than focus on what we don’t know in this story,
let’s focus on what we do – the three things I asked you to
ƉĂǇĂƩĞŶƟŽŶƚŽ͗ŚĞĂƌƚĂĐŚĞ͕ŶĞǁůŝĨĞĂŶĚƵŶǁƌĂƉƉŝŶŐ͘
Let’s start with heartache. There’s a lot of it in this story.
ĂŶǇŽƵŝŵĂŐŝŶĞƚŚĞƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐĂŶĚƚŚĞĨĞĂƌŽĨ>ĂǌĂƌƵƐĂƐŚĞ
grew sicker and weaker? Can you imagine the grief of Mary
and Martha as they watched their brother grow sicker and
ĞǀĞŶƚƵĂůůǇ ĚŝĞ͍ ŶĚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŚĞĂƌƚĂĐŚĞ ŝƐ ŽŶůǇ ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝĮĞĚ Ăƚ
knowing that Jesus delayed coming to Lazarus. “Lord, if you
had been here my brother would not have died!” You can
hear the disappointment and hurt in those words. And even
:ĞƐƵƐƐƵīĞƌƐŚĞĂƌƚĂĐŚĞŝŶƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇ͕ǁĞĞƉŝŶŐĂƚŚŝƐĨƌŝĞŶĚ͛Ɛ
ŐƌĂǀĞ͘dŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇŝƐĮůůĞĚǁŝƚŚŚĞĂƌƚĂĐŚĞ͘

But then there’s new life. Jesus raises Lazarus to new life,
just as he promised. Martha thought that Jesus was referring
ƚŽƚŚĞƉƌŽŵŝƐĞĚƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶŽĨĂůůĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨƟŵĞ͕ďƵƚ
Jesus meant something more, something more immediate,
ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ ƚŚĂƚ ŵĂŬĞƐ Ă ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ŚĞƌĞ ĂŶĚ ŶŽǁ͘
And John wants us to know that this was indeed a miracle
ĂŶĚŶŽƚĂŵŝƐƚĂŬĞ͘,ĞƚĞůůƐƵƐƐĞǀĞƌĂůƟŵĞƐƚŚĂƚ>ĂǌĂƌƵƐŚĂĚ
been dead for four days. The Rabbi’s taught that the spirit of
a dead man hovered over the body for three days and then
departed. This is John’s way of telling us the Lazarus isn’t
merely dead. He’s really dead. Totally beyond hope.
But despite the fact that Lazarus has been dead for four
days, and despite Martha’s concern about the stench, they
obey Jesus’ request to roll away the stone and Jesus calls
Lazarus forth with a loud voice, as if awakening him from
a deep sleep. And to everyone’s amazement the dead man
walks. He walks right out of the tomb and stands before the
crowd of mourners. Can you imagine their stunned silence?
And then there’s the unwrapping. Did you catch it? Lazarus
ƐƚĂŶĚƐ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƵƚŚ ŽĨ ƚŽŵď ǁƌĂƉƉĞĚ ƟŐŚƚ ŝŶ ŚŝƐ ŐƌĂǀĞ
clothes. And Jesus invites the community to unwrap him and
let him go. What an odd detail. Jesus could have unwrapped
Lazarus himself, or simply commanded the grave clothes to
fall away. But he didn’t. He invited the community to both
ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĂŶĚƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞŝŶƚŚŝƐŵŝƌĂĐůĞ͘
Heartache. New Life. Unwrapping. It’s all there in the story
of Jesus raising Lazarus.
But I want to suggest to you that that’s not all. Not even
close. If you read the Gospel of John you learn early on that
the meaning of every story lies below the surface. If we take
these stories at face value we miss what John desperately
wants us to know.
You see, at the very beginning of the Gospel John tells us
that in Jesus light and life have come into the world. And at
the end of the Gospel John tells us that the purpose of his
Gospel is that we might come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that in believing we might have
abundant life. Real life. Fullness of life. Right here and right
now. Which is why we need to scratch below the surface of
this story, because if it’s merely about the fact that Jesus
ƌĂŝƐĞĚĂŵĂŶŶĂŵĞĚ>ĂǌĂƌƵƐĨƌŽŵĚĞĂƚŚϮϬϬϬǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͙
ǁĞůů͕ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐǀĞƌǇŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ͕ďƵƚŶŽƚǀĞƌǇŝŵƉĂĐƞƵůĨŽƌǇŽƵ
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and me, right here and right now. But I want to suggest to
you that there is more. Much more.
EŽƟĐĞ Ă ĨĞǁ ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͘ dŚĞ ƐƚŽƌǇ ƚĂŬĞƐ ƉůĂĐĞ ŝŶ ĞƚŚĂŶǇ͕
ǁŚŝĐŚ ŵĞĂŶƐ ͞,ŽƵƐĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŋŝĐƚĞĚ͘͟ >ĂǌĂƌƵƐ͛ ŶĂŵĞ ŝƐ Ă
shortened form of Eleazar, which means “God helps”. And
Lazarus is referred to as “the one whom Jesus loves.” Do you
see what John is doing? John wants us to see ourselves as
Lazarus. In other words, this isn’t just a story about Lazarus;
it’s a story about us.
tĞĂƌĞƚŚĞŽŶĞƐǁŚŽůŝǀĞŝŶƚŚĞ͞ŚŽƵƐĞŽĨƚŚĞĂŋŝĐƚĞĚ͘͟tĞ
ĂƌĞĂƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽĂƌĞŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌǁŝƚŚŚĞĂƌƚĂĐŚĞ͘tĞ
are people who are in desperate need of God’s help. And we
are the ones whom Jesus loves. You and I are Lazarus, dead
in our sin, deadened by fear, guilt, shame, disappointment.
We are a people in need of the miracle of new life every day.
ŶĚƚŚĂƚŝƐĞǆĂĐƚůǇǁŚĂƚ:ŽŚŶǁĂŶƚƐƵƐƚŽĚĂƌĞƚŽďĞůŝĞǀĞ͙
that Jesus has come into this world to raise us from death.
Not just at the end but right here and right now. When we
believe in Jesus, when we entrust ourselves to Jesus, Jesus
breathes new life into our deadness. He transforms our fear
into peace. Our guilt and shame into the joy of knowing
that we are forgiven and loved. Our disappointment is
transformed into hope and new beginning. Jesus calls us out
ŽĨŽƵƌƚŽŵďƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĐůĞĂƌĐĂůůŽĨŚŝƐtŽƌĚ͙ǁŚŝĐŚŝƐǁŚǇ
we need to read it every day!

Not long ago I was on Facebook and saw a picture of
ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞǁŝƚŚǁŚŽŵ/͛ĚŚĂĚĂůŽƚŽĨĐŽŶŇŝĐƚǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͘ŶĚ
ŝŶĂŚĞĂƌƚďĞĂƚ͕/ǁĂƐďŽƵŶĚƵƉŝŶƚŚĞĚĞĂƚŚŽĨďŝƩĞƌŶĞƐƐ͕
choked to death by my grudge. But I heard Jesus call in that
moment to entrust myself to Him. So I laid it all out with
Jesus in prayer. I asked for a new heart, one that beat with
forgiveness and compassion. And He did. In that moment
Jesus gave me a new heart, which felt like new life. And I
ƐŚĂƌĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ ǁŝƚŚ Ă ƚƌƵƐƚĞĚ ĨƌŝĞŶĚ ǁŚŽ͕ ǁŝƚŚ
encouragement and a listening ear, helped to unwrap me
from those things that bind me.
Do you see how this works? You and I are Lazarus. You and
/ ĂƌĞ ƚŚĞ ŽŶĞƐ ǁŚŽŵ :ĞƐƵƐ ůŽǀĞƐ͘ ŶĚ ĞǀĞƌǇ ƟŵĞ ǁĞ ĮŶĚ
ourselves dead in sin and the heartache of this world, we
listen for the voice of the One who calls us to newness of
life. And that’s just what Jesus does. And then we live in
community, helping to unwrap one another from the old
things that bind us, so we might live into the new life of
Christ.
dŽŽŽŌĞŶǁĞ͛ǀĞĂƐƐƵŵĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐĨĂŝƚŚŽĨŽƵƌƐŝƐůŝƩůĞŵŽƌĞ
than an insurance policy for the life to come, but it’s so
much more. It’s about Jesus who meets us here and now
in our deadness and brokenness and raises us to new life.
Heartache, new life, unwrapping. That’s the story of Lazarus.
And that’s our story. Let’s live it and invite others to come
and see.

ŶĚƚŚĞŶǇŽƵĂŶĚ/ĂƌĞŝŶǀŝƚĞĚƚŽŶŽƚŽŶůǇĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƚŚŝƐ
miracle, but to witness it in the lives of one another. We’re
invited to unwrap one another from our grave clothes, to
ŚĞůƉŽŶĞĂŶŽƚŚĞƌƚŽƚĂŬĞŽīƚŚĞŽůĚůŝĨĞŽĨĨĞĂƌ͕ŐƵŝůƚ͕ƐŚĂŵĞ
and disappointment and to live into the new life of peace,
forgiveness, love and hope. That’s what we get to do as the
community of faith, the body of Christ.
So what does all that look like in real life?
/ƚ ůŽŽŬƐ ůŝŬĞ ƚŚĞ ĂĚĚŝĐƚ ǁŚŽ ŝƐ ĚĞĂĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĂĚĚŝĐƟŽŶ͘
Hopeless and helpless. But Jesus calls that addict to new
life through the Twelve Steps. The addict admits that her
life has become unmanageable. She entrusts herself to
a higher power that she dares to believe can set her free.
And Jesus breathes new life into her! But then there’s this
community of people around her who help to unwrap her
from her grave clothes. To untangle her life from old ways
ŽĨďĞŝŶŐ͕ĨƌŽŵ͞ƐƟŶŬŝŶ͛ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶ͛͟ĂŶĚƚŚĞƉůĂĐĞƐĂŶĚƉĞŽƉůĞ
who would seek to draw her back into the darkness of death
ĂŶĚĂĚĚŝĐƟŽŶ͘ŶĚďǇ'ŽĚ͛ƐŐƌĂĐĞ͕ĚĂǇďǇĚĂǇ͕ƐŚĞƌŝƐĞƐƚŽ
newness of life. Right here and right now.
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