DAILY READING PLAN
Week of July 4, 2021
Lessons in Luke: ConflicƟng LoyalƟes
Luke 9:18-27
Day One: Read Luke 9:18-27
18
One day Jesus le the crowds to pray alone. Only his disciples were with him, and he asked them, “Who do people
say I am?” 19 “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Bap st, some say Elijah, and others say you are one of the
other ancient prophets risen from the dead.” 20 Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” Peter replied, “You
are the Messiah sent from God!” 21 Jesus warned his disciples not to tell anyone who he was. 22 “The Son of Man
must suﬀer many terrible things,” he said. “He will be rejected by the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers
of religious law. He will be killed, but on the third day he will be raised from the dead.” 23 Then he said to the crowd,
“If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross daily, and follow me. 24
If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 25 And what
do you benefit if you gain the whole world but are yourself lost or destroyed? 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my
message, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in his glory and in the glory of the Father
and the holy angels. 27 I tell you the truth, some standing here right now will not die before they see the Kingdom of
God.”
• Who do you say that Jesus is? And what claim on your life does your answer make?
Day Two: Read Luke 14:25-27
25
A large crowd was following Jesus. He turned around and said to them, 26 “If you want to be my disciple, you must,
by comparison, hate everyone else—your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your
own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple. 27 And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot
be my disciple.
• How do you understand these hard words of Jesus? Assuming that he’s speaking in hyperbole, what is Jesus saying

about loyalƟes? What does that look like in your life?
Day Three: Read Luke 17:20-21
20
One day the Pharisees asked Jesus, “When will the Kingdom of God come?” Jesus replied, “The Kingdom of God
can’t be detected by visible signs. 21 You won’t be able to say, ‘Here it is!’ or ‘It’s over there!’ For the Kingdom of God
is already among you.”
• What does it mean to you that the Kingdom of God is within you? What does that mean for how you live and

whose authority you recognize in your life?
Day Four: Read MaƩhew 22:15-22
15
Then the Pharisees met together to plot how to trap Jesus into saying something for which he could be arrested.
16
They sent some of their disciples, along with the supporters of Herod, to meet with him. “Teacher,” they said, “we
know how honest you are. You teach the way of God truthfully. You are impar al and don’t play favorites. 17 Now
tell us what you think about this: Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus knew their evil mo ves. “You
hypocrites!” he said. “Why are you trying to trap me? 19 Here, show me the coin used for the tax.” When they handed
him a Roman coin, 20 he asked, “Whose picture and tle are stamped on it?” 21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. “Well, then,”
he said, “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to God what belongs to God.” 22 His reply amazed them,
and they went away.
• We are ciƟzens of both an earthly kingdom and the Kingdom of God. When do the values of these two kingdoms

clash in your life? How do you handle it?
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Day Five: Read RevelaƟon 3:14-22
14
“Write this le er to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This is the message from the one who is the Amen—
the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s new crea on: 15 “I know all the things you do, that you are
neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the other! 16 But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot
nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth! 17 You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’
And you don’t realize that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. 18 So I advise you to
buy gold from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be rich. Also buy white garments from me
so you will not be shamed by your nakedness, and ointment for your eyes so you will be able to see. 19 I correct
and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your indiﬀerence. 20 “Look! I stand at the door and
knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. 21
Those who are victorious will sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his
throne. 22 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.”
• The Spirit convicted the church in Laodicea of being “lukewarm,” a way of saying that their loyalty to the

culture was too strong and their loyalty to the values of the Kingdom of God too weak. How do you see the
same thing in your own life? Your church? What will you do about it?

