WEEKLY CONNECT

12/11/16
DAY 1: dŚĞ /ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐ ƌĞƚƵƌŶ ƚŽ Ă ĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚ ŚŽŵĞůĂŶĚ

ĨĞĞůŝŶŐƵƩĞƌůǇŚŽƉĞůĞƐƐ͘/ŶƚŽƚŚĞŝƌĚĞƐƉĂŝƌ͕/ƐĂŝĂŚƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵƐ
these powerful words of hope. How would that feel? Is it
possible to entertain the idea of hope in the midst of your
deepest grief? Why, or why not?

DAY 2: How do these words of hope sound to the Israelites?

ƌĞƚŚĞǇĂŐŝŌ͕ůŝŬĞůŝŐŚƚŝŶƚŚĞĚĂƌŬŶĞƐƐ͍ƌĞƚŚĞǇĂďƐƵƌĚ͍
Are they a fairy tale? Are they patronizing? Are they
believable? How do these words sound to you?

Do you dare to hope?
READ /^/,ϲϬ͗ϭͳϲ
Assyria, a brutal enemy of Jerusalem, conquered the city
and took many of its residents back to Assyria as prisoners
of war. Years later some of those prisoners were set free
to return to their homes in Jerusalem, but what they
ĨŽƵŶĚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐƚŽƚĂůĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘dŚĞŝƌŚŽŵĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌ
ďĞůŽǀĞĚĐŝƚǇůĂǇŝŶƌƵŝŶƐ͘dŚĞǇƐĂƚĚŽǁŶŝŶƚŚŽƐĞƌƵŝŶƐĂŶĚ
ǁĞƉƚ͕ĨĞĞůŝŶŐƵƩĞƌůǇŚŽƉĞůĞƐƐ͘
Into that despair comes the words of Isaiah, telling the
people to rise and shine, for the glory of God has risen
upon them to light their darkness.
REMEMBER – Isaiah 60:1
Put your face in the sunlight.
God’s bright glory has risen for you.
DIVE DEEPER
Consider this from theologian Callie Plunket-Brewton’s
commentary on Isaiah 60 at workingpreacher.org:
͘͘͘͞ŝďůŝĐĂůƉƌŽƉŚĞĐǇŝƐŶŽƚŇĂƚƉƌĞĚŝĐƟŽŶďƵƚŝƐ͕ƌĂƚŚĞƌ͕ĂŶ
ŝŶǀŝƚĂƟŽŶƚŽĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕ƚŽďĞĞŵƉŽǁĞƌĞĚ͕ĂŶĚ͕ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ͕
to repent. Within Zion’s call to witness in Isaiah 60:1-6
is also a call to the community to believe in the vision,
to endure the present hardship, and, with God, to bring
ƚŚĞ ǀŝƐŝŽŶ ŝŶƚŽ ƌĞĂůŝƚǇ͘ ͘͘͘ dŚĞƐĞ ǀŝƐŝŽŶƐ ǁĞƌĞ ŵĞĂŶƚ ƚŽ
sustain and empower people to create and to build, to
remain faithful, and to love their God and each other. Not
one of those acts is passive or dreamy but requires the
ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚĂŶĚĐŽƵƌĂŐĞƚŚĂƚĂƐŚĂƌĞĚǀŝƐŝŽŶŽĨĂďĞƩĞƌ
future can produce.”
What do you think? Does our church have a shared vision
ŽĨĂďĞƩĞƌĨƵƚƵƌĞ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚĂŶĚĐŽƵƌĂŐĞƚŚĂƚ
produces? If so, what next? If not, how do we get it?
NEXT WEEK: Luke 1:26-38

DAY 3: Do you dare to believe that the light has come?

Why, or why not?

DAY 4: Let’s say that you do dare to believe that the light of

Jesus is dawning in the world. How does that change you?
,Žǁ ĚŽ ǇŽƵ ůŝǀĞ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͍ ŽĞƐ ƚŚŝƐ ůŝŐŚƚ ĐŽŵƉĞů ǇŽƵ
forward? How can this story empower you?

DAY 5: What exactly does the light of Jesus dawning in
the world look like today? What parts of our world need
this kind of light? Where is there overwhelming darkness
ƌŝŐŚƚ ŶŽǁ͍ dŚŝŶŬ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ ŝŵƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ
ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĨĂĐŝŶŐŝŶǇŽƵƌůŝĨĞ͘dŚŝŶŬĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŵŽƐƚŝŵƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ
ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶĨĂĐŝŶŐǇŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ǇŽƵƌĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕ǇŽƵƌŶĂƟŽŶ
or the world. Can Isaiah’s words speak into any of that?
ŽƚŚĞǇĐŚĂŶŐĞĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͍tŽƵůĚŝƚŵĂŬĞĂŶǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ
at all if, in our despair, we learned to “put our faces in the
sunlight” and enter into the hope that Isaiah proclaims?

DAY 6: Does this kind of hope allow us to remain

complacent? Is that the way it works? Or does this hope
ĚĞŵĂŶĚĂĐƟŽŶ͕ĐŽŵƉůŝĐŝƚǇŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇŽŶŽƵƌƉĂƌƚ͍
/ƐƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉďĞƚǁĞĞŶŽƵƌŚŽƉĞĂŶĚŽƵƌĂĐƟŽŶƐ͍

DAY 7: /ĨĚǀĞŶƚŝƐŵĞĂŶƚƚŽƐƟƌŽƵƌŚŽƉĞƚŚĂƚ:ĞƐƵƐŝƐĂ

light dawning into the darkness of this world ... how are
ǇŽƵ ůŝǀŝŶŐ ŝŶƚŽ ĚǀĞŶƚ ƚŽĚĂǇ͍ ƌĞ ǇŽƵ ƐƟƌƌĞĚ ƵƉ͍ tŚĂƚ
are you doing this season, on some of the darkest days of
the year, to reveal the hope this story proclaims?

Join us at popmn.org/smallgroups, then click Engage Bible Study | pdean@popmn.org | Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

