WEEKLY KEEd

9/25/16
DAY 1: dŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇŝƐĂďŽƵƚĂĚǇƐĨƵŶĐƟŽŶĂůĨĂŵŝůǇĮůůĞĚǁŝƚŚ

ũĞĂůŽƵƐǇĂŶĚŐƌƵĚŐĞƐ͕ďƵƚǀĞƌǇůŝƩůĞĞŵƉĂƚŚǇ͘ŽĞƐƚŚĂƚ
ƐŽƵŶĚ ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ͍ ƌĞ ƚŚĞƌĞ ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ ŝŶ ǇŽƵƌ ůŝĨĞ ƚŚĂƚ
are as raw and painful as those in this story? Has human
ŶĂƚƵƌĞĐŚĂŶŐĞĚŵƵĐŚƐŝŶĐĞƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇǁĂƐĮƌƐƚƚŽůĚ͍

DAY 2: What does Joseph do with this cycle of hatred,

jealousy and distrust that’s consuming his family? Joseph
ŚĂƐƚŚĞƉĞƌĨĞĐƚŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇƚŽƐƟĐŬŝƚƚŽƚŚĞŵ͕ƚŽŵĂŬĞ
them pay for what they did. What does he choose? Why?

What would you do if you had the power and
opportunity to punish your enemies?
Z'E^/^ϯϳ͗ϯͲϴ͕ϭϳďͲϮϮ͕ϮϲͲϯϰ͖ϱϬ͗ϭϱͲϮϭ
:ĂĐŽďŚĂĚŵĂŶǇƐŽŶƐ͘/ŶĂŶĐŝĞŶƚƟŵĞƐƚŚĞŽůĚĞƐƚƐŽŶǁĂƐ
favored, but not here. Jacob loved his young son Joseph
the most, and he didn’t hide his preference. The famous
“coat of many colors” that Jacob gave Joseph was proof of
Joseph’s golden-child status. When Joseph’s brothers saw
this, “they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to
him.” Do you blame them?
At 17, Joseph had a dream in which the whole world,
including his brothers, bowed down to him. Foolishly,
Joseph shared this dream with them, and they grew
so angry that they sold him into slavery. Joseph held it
ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƐůĂǀĞƌǇ ĂŶĚ ĞǀĞŶ ũĂŝů ƟŵĞ͕ ĞǀĞŶƚƵĂůůǇ
ŐĂŝŶŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƚƌƵƐƚ ŽĨ ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ ŐǇƉƟĂŶ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ǁŚŽ
recognized Joseph’s wisdom and raised him up to become
ĂƉŽǁĞƌĨƵůŽĸĐŝĂůŝŶƚŚĞWŚĂƌĂŽŚ͛ƐĐŽƵƌƚ͘
Under Joseph’s supervision, massive amounts of grain
from Egypt’s abundant harvests were stockpiled, so that
during the lengthy famine that followed, Egypt was able
ƚŽ ĨĞĞĚ ŵĂŶǇ ŶĂƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ ŐƌŽǁ ǁĞĂůƚŚǇ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͘
During that famine, Joseph’s starving brothers came to
Egypt seeking food. These men who had sold Joseph into
slavery now knelt before him, powerless and at his mercy.
What would you do if you were Joseph?
ZDDZ͗'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϱϬ͗Ϯϭ
Joseph speaks to his brothers, who kneel before him:
“Now, don’t be afraid. I will take care of you
and your children.” So he put them at ease
and spoke reassuringly to them.
Eydt<͗ Exodus 12:1-3; 13:1-8

DAY 3: In this country, now, do we see Joseph’s choice as
ǁĞĂŬŶĞƐƐ Žƌ ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ͍ Ž ǁĞ ĂƐ Ă ŶĂƟŽŶ ĐƌĂǀĞ ũƵƐƟĐĞ
ǁŚĞŶ ǁĞ͛ǀĞ ďĞĞŶ ǁƌŽŶŐĞĚ͍ Ž ǁĞ ƌŽƵƟŶĞůǇ ǁŽƌŬ ĨŽƌ
ũƵƐƟĐĞĨŽƌŽƚŚĞƌƉĞŽƉůĞ͍dŚŝŶŬĂďŽƵƚƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ͕ƚŚĞůĂĐŬ
>ŝǀĞƐ DĂƩĞƌ ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ͕ ƚŚĞ ĂŬŽƚĂ ƉŝƉĞůŝŶĞ ĐŽŶŇŝĐƚ͕
and the treatment of Muslims, women and the LGBT
community. Where is there a gap between our need
ƚŽ ĞǆĂĐƚ ũƵƐƟĐĞ ĨŽƌ ŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ŽƵƌ ŶĞĞĚ ƚŽ ǁŽƌŬ ĨŽƌ
ũƵƐƟĐĞ ĨŽƌ ŽƚŚĞƌ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͍ Ž ǁĞ͕ ĂƐ ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͕ ŶĞĞĚ ƚŽ
step into that gap? If so, how?

DAY 4: How can we make sense of Joseph’s choices in this

story when we live in a society of extreme inequality and
a wide economic gap? Can we simply forgive each other
and move on? Is it more complicated than that? Should
ŝƚďĞ͍ŽĞƐǇŽƵƌĚĞŵŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐĂīĞĐƚǇŽƵƌĂŶƐǁĞƌ͍,Žǁ͍

DAY 5: The text says that God was with Joseph throughout
this story. Is God also with those who don’t have Joseph’s
happy ending? Is status a sign of God’s favor?

DAY 6: How is this story calling you? Do you need to let go
of old wounds and start to forgive? What do you do when
the wounds are so deep and so profound that forgiveness
seems impossible, or even dangerous?

DAY 7: Is there someone else’s struggle that you need to

ƉŝĐŬƵƉ͍,ŽǁĂƌĞǇŽƵůŝŬĞ:ŽƐĞƉŚ͕ŝŶĂƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƚŽƵƐĞǇŽƵƌ
ŐŝŌƐƚŽďůĞƐƐƐŽŵĞŽŶĞǁŚŽŝƐŝŶŶĞĞĚŽĨŚĞůƉ͍
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