WEEKLY CONNECT

4/30/17
DAY 1: tŚĂƚĂƌĞƚŚĞ͞ďĂƐŝĐƐ͟ŽĨƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĨĂŝƚŚ͍tŚĂƚ
ŝƐĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů͍,ŽǁĚŽƚŚŽƐĞƚŚŝŶŐƐŶŽƵƌŝƐŚƵƐĂŶĚŚĞůƉƵƐ
grow?

DAY 2: What does it mean to crave and cry out for spiritual

nourishment? Are you as passionate about your spiritual
growth as a baby is about milk? Is that kind of passion
necessary? Why, or why not?

DAY 3: Ž ǇŽƵ ƚŚŝŶŬ ǇŽƵƌ ĨĂŝƚŚ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ŝƐ ĐŽůůĞĐƟǀĞůǇ

READ /WdZϮ͗ϭͳϲ
Get rid of all evil behavior, like deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy,
and mean comments. Try to crave spiritual nourishment
like newborn babies crave milk.
Jesus was chosen by God to be the living cornerstone
of God’s temple, even though he was rejected by the
people. You are living stones in this temple, too.

BUILDING THE CHURCH: WHO’S IN?
tĞĂƌĞŶŽǁůŝǀŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ͘:ĞƐƵƐŚĂƐƌŝƐĞŶĂŶĚ
ŶŽǁǁĞĂƌĞůĞŌƚŽĮŐƵƌĞŽƵƚǁŚĂƚƚŽĚŽĂďŽƵƚŝƚ͘tŚĂƚ
ĚŽĞƐ ŝƚ ŵĞĂŶ ƚŽ ďĞ ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͍ ,Žǁ ĚŽ ǁĞ
ŝŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƚ:ĞƐƵƐ͛ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƐ͍,ŽǁĚŽŚŝƐǁŽƌĚƐƚŚĞŶĂīĞĐƚ
ƵƐŶŽǁ͍,ŽǁĚŽǁĞďƵŝůĚƚŚĞĐŚƵƌĐŚ͍
Who is the church we’re building, both literally and
ĮŐƵƌĂƟǀĞůǇ͕ ĨŽƌ͍ /Ɛ ƚŚĞ ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĞ ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵ Ă
ŐŝŌ͕ŵŝƌĂĐůĞ͕ŽƌƉƌŽŵŝƐĞũƵƐƚĨŽƌǇŽƵƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůůǇ͕ŽƌŝƐŝƚĨŽƌ
ƚŚĞĐŚƵƌĐŚĐŽůůĞĐƟǀĞůǇ͍KƌŝƐŝƚĨŽƌƚŚĞǁŚŽůĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕
regardless of who they are, what they believe, and where
they come from? Who’s in? Who’s out? Why is an honest
ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞƐĞ ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ ĂŶĚ
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͍ tŝůů ǁĞ ĚĂƌĞ ƚŽ ŚĂǀĞ ƚŚĞƐĞ ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ͍
tŚǇ͕ŽƌǁŚǇŶŽƚ͍,ŽǁĚŽŽƵƌĂŶƐǁĞƌƐƚŽƚŚŽƐĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ
ĂīĞĐƚŽƵƌŶĞǆƚƐƚĞƉƐ͍
ŶĚ ŚŽǁ ĚŽ ǁĞ ŐĞƚ ĞǆĐŝƚĞĚ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚŝƐ ƌŝƐŬǇ ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ
ĂŚĞĂĚ͍ ,Žǁ ĚŽ ǁĞ ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞ ĞĂĐŚ ŽƚŚĞƌ ƚŽ ŐŝǀĞ ŽƵƌ ďĞƐƚ
selves to this risky endeavor, this unseen future? Can
we step boldly forward in to the unseen, believing that
God will somehow hold us up? Can we all move forward
together as a team? Who’s in?!

NEXT WEEK: Acts 8:26-39

passionate about spiritual growth and aliveness? Do you
ĐƌĂǀĞ ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ ƚŽ ĂƐŬ ŚĂƌĚ ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͕ ƚĂŬĞ ƌŝƐŬƐ͕
worship without abandon, and serve other people? Why,
or why not?

DAY 4: tŚĂƚ ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ ǁŚĞŶ ĂŶ ĞŶƟƌĞ ŐƌŽƵƉ ŽĨ ƉĞŽƉůĞ

ĐƌĂǀĞƐ ŚĂƌĚ ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͕ ƌŝƐŬƐ͕ ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ ĂŶĚ ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ ƚŚĞ
same way they crave food and air? What becomes
possible? Can a group like that create immense energy
and momentum? Can a group like that create “miracles”?
Do you think that’s what the church is supposed to look
like? Why, or why not? If you’re not there yet, how do you
think your faith community become as passionate as this
ƐƚŽƌǇĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞƐ͍tŚĂƚƐƉĞĐŝĮĐƐƚĞƉƐĐĂŶǇŽƵƚĂŬĞ͍

DAY 5: Is Paul telling us to be good for goodness’ sake?
Should we cry out for the basics, should we be done with
all of our jealousy and unkind words, just because it’s the
right thing to do? Or is there more to it than that? What?

DAY 6: What does it mean that Christ is the cornerstone
of the temple? Does God live only in the temple, or only
in a church building? Could God also live in a poor urban
neighborhood, or in a science lab, or in a war zone, or in
Ă tĂůŵĂƌƚ ƉĂƌŬŝŶŐ ůŽƚ͍ /Ŷ ǇŽƵƌ ŽĸĐĞ͕ ǇŽƵƌ ŚŽŵĞ͕ ǇŽƵƌ
ƐĐŚŽŽů͍ /Ɛ ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂŶǇǁŚĞƌĞ 'ŽĚ ŝƐ ŶŽƚ͍ ,Žǁ ĚŽĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ
impact the passion we bring to our building plans? What
is our building really about? Why are we building it?

DAY 7: What do you think it means to be living stones
ŝŶ 'ŽĚ͛Ɛ ƚĞŵƉůĞ͍ ,Žǁ ĚŽĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ ĂīĞĐƚ ƚŚĞ
trajectory of our faith community? Will our new building
alone ensure that our faith community will thrive for
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐƚŽĐŽŵĞ͍KƌĚŽǁĞŶĞĞĚƚŽďĞŐƌŽǁŝŶŐĂŶĚ
ƚŚƌŝǀŝŶŐ͕ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĚƚŽƌĞǀĞĂůŝŶŐƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚŽĨ'ŽĚ͍,Žǁ
ĚŽǁĞŐĞƚƚŚĞƌĞ͍,ŽǁĐĂŶǇŽƵďĞĐŽŵĞĂůŝǀŝŶŐƐƚŽŶĞŝŶ
this temple?
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