WEEKLY CONNECT

3/19/17
DAY 1: Have you ever lost something valuable? What

ŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͍,ŽǁĚŝĚŝƚĨĞĞůǁŚĞŶǇŽƵůŽƐƚŝƚ͍ŝĚǇŽƵĮŶĚ
it? How did it feel when you found it?

DAY 2: What does it mean to be lost? Are you lost right

now? How do you know? Is it possible to look like you
have it all together, or even feel like you do have it all
together ... when in reality you’re completely lost? How?

READ >h<ϭϱ͗ϭͳϭϬ
ůŽƚŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞǁŝƚŚĚŽƵďƞƵůƌĞƉƵƚĂƟŽŶƐďĞŐĂŶŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ
around Jesus, and the religious leaders were not pleased.
So Jesus asked the religious leaders what they’d do if they
had a hundred sheep, but lost one. Wouldn’t they leave
ƚŚĞŇŽĐŬĂŶĚŐŽĂŌĞƌƚŚĞŽŶĞǁŚŽǁĂƐůŽƐƚ͍ŶĚǁŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ
they celebrate when they found it? Jesus assures them
that there’s more joy over one rescued sinner than over a
ŇŽĐŬŝŶŶŽŶĞĞĚŽĨƌĞƐĐƵĞ͘
Jesus also asks them to imagine a woman who has ten
ĐŽŝŶƐ͕ďƵƚůŽƐĞƐŽŶĞ͘tŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚƐŚĞůŽŽŬĞǀĞƌǇǁŚĞƌĞƵŶƟů
she found it? And wouldn’t she celebrate when she did
ĮŶĚŝƚ͍:ĞƐƵƐĂƐƐƵƌĞƐƚŚĞŵƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞƐƚŚĂƚǁĂǇ͕
too, when a lost soul is found.
LENT SERIES: WHO AM I?
Throughout Lent we’ll be talking about who we are
as Jesus-followers as we journey to the cross.
Read this essay by Robert Fulghum:
ŵũŐůĂƐƐ͘ĐĂͬŵĞƚĂƉŚŽƌͬŐĞƞŽƵŶĚ͘Śƚŵ
Who are you in this story? Are you hiding alone in the
leaves? Do you need to get found? What would it mean
for your life if you allowed yourself to really be seen?
What would change if you began to really see other
ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇƚŚŽƐĞǇŽƵŶĞǀĞƌŶŽƟĐĞĚďĞĨŽƌĞ͍
What does today’s scripture reading tell us about our
calling in the world? Who should we be, as followers of
Jesus? How should we relate to each other? Who should
we value, and how should we value them? How should
we value ourselves?
REMEMBER: Luke 15:2 “He takes in sinners and eats
ŵĞĂůƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵ͕ƚƌĞĂƟŶŐƚŚĞŵůŝŬĞŽůĚĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͘͟
NEXT WEEK: Luke 16:19-31

DAY 3: Does a single lost sheep or a single lost coin seem
valuable? Are they worth all the trouble that went into
ĮŶĚŝŶŐƚŚĞŵ͍ƌĞǁĞǁŽƌƚŚƚŚĂƚŬŝŶĚŽĨƚƌŽƵďůĞƚŽ'ŽĚ͍
ƌĞƐŽŵĞŽĨƵƐŵŽƌĞǀĂůƵĂďůĞƚŚĂŶŽƚŚĞƌƐ͍/Ɛ'ŽĚǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ
ŽŶĂĐŽƐŵŝĐƐĐĂůĞŽĨƌĞůĂƟǀĞǀĂůƵĞĂŶĚĐĂůĐƵůĂƚĞĚƌŝƐŬ͍Kƌ
ŝƐ'ŽĚ͛ƐĞĐŽŶŽŵǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͍/ŶǁŚĂƚǁĂǇ͍

DAY 4:tŝůů'ŽĚƌĞůĞŶƚůĞƐƐůǇƐĞĞŬĂŶĚƉƵƌƐƵĞĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͍EŽ
ŵĂƩĞƌǁŚĂƚ͍,ŽǁĚŽǇŽƵĨĞĞůĂďŽƵƚƚŚĂƚ͍ŽĞƐƚŚŝƐ'ŽĚ
ĞǀĞƌĨĂŝů͍ŽĞƐ'ŽĚĮŶĚeveryone? Every single person?
tŚĂƚ ĂƌĞ ƚŚĞ ŝŵƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĂƚ͍ ŽĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ǀĞƌǇ ŝĚĞĂ
contradict the way we rank each other, the way we value
(or fail to value) other lives?

DAY 5: What prompts Jesus to tell these stories? Why

are the religious leaders so angry? What has Jesus done
ǁƌŽŶŐ͍tĞƌĞƚŚĞƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐůĞĂĚĞƌƐůŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ
ŬŝŶĚŽĨDĞƐƐŝĂŚ͍ƌĞǁĞƐƟůůĚŽŝŶŐƚŚĂƚ͍tŚĂƚŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ
ǁŚĞŶ ǁĞ ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞ ƐĞůĨͲƐĂĐƌŝĮĐŝĂů ůŽǀĞ Žƌ ǁŝĚĞ
inclusion as strength? Is that what it means to be lost?

DAY 6: Think back to the story of Jonah. Remember how

he sits outside Nineveh, hoping to see it destroyed?
Remember how angry he was to see the people spared?
Is this topic – one man’s hatred for a group of people –
ƐƟůůƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚŚƵŶĚƌĞĚƐŽĨǇĞĂƌƐĂŌĞƌƚŚĞ:ŽŶĂŚƐƚŽƌǇǁĂƐ
ǁƌŝƩĞŶ͕ ǁŚĞŶ :ĞƐƵƐ ƚĂůŬƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ůŽƐƚ ƐŚĞĞƉ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ
ůŽƐƚĐŽŝŶ͍/ƐŝƚƐƟůůƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚƚŽĚĂǇ͕ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐŽĨǇĞĂƌƐĂŌĞƌ
ƚŚĂƚ͍tŚǇĂƌĞ:ĞƐƵƐ͛ǁŽƌĚƐƐŽĚŝĸĐƵůƚĨŽƌƵƐƚŽŚĞĂƌŽƌ
understand?

DAY 7: Who is lost in this story: the religious leaders or the

ƉĞŽƉůĞŽĨ͞ĚŽƵďƞƵůƌĞƉƵƚĂƟŽŶƐ͍͟ŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞƚŽŬŶŽǁ
that you’re lost in order to be lost?

Join us at popmn.org/smallgroups, then click Engage Bible Study | hwelch@popmn.org | Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

