WEEKLY CONNECT

2/05/17
DAY 1: What is it about the woman in this story that is

in desperate need of coming to life? How is this woman
ĂůƌĞĂĚǇĚĞĂĚ͍/ƐƚŚĞƌĞĂŶǇǁĂǇƚŽďƌŝŶŐŚĞƌďĂĐŬƚŽůŝĨĞ͍

DAY 2: Do you ever feel like you’re walking, but not
ĨƵůůǇ ĂǁĂŬĞ͍ ,ĂǀĞ ǇŽƵ ŶŽƟĐĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ ďĞŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ
wealthiest, most powerful society to ever inhabit this
planet, we seem to be an increasingly unhappy people?
/Ɛ ƚŚĂƚ ǁŚǇ ǁĞ͛ƌĞ ĂůƐŽ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ ŽǀĞƌͲŵĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ͕ ĚĞďƚͲ
ƌŝĚĚĞŶ͕ ƐůĞĞƉͲĚĞƉƌŝǀĞĚ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ĞǀĞƌ͍ Ž ǇŽƵ ĞǀĞƌ ĨĞĞů
like your calendar, cupboards and closets are ridiculously
ĮůůĞĚ͕ ďƵƚ ǇŽƵƌ ƐŽƵů ƐĞĞŵƐ ĞŵƉƚǇ͍ tŚǇ ŝƐ ƚŚĂƚ͍ [For
more, google Bréné Brown’s TED Talk called “The Power
of Vulnerability.”]

READ >h<ϳ͗ϭϭͳϭϳ
As Jesus and his disciples were traveling, they met a
funeral procession. A widow’s only son was being carried
out for burial. When Jesus saw her, his heart broke. He
told her not to cry, and went over and touched the bier,
or stretcher, they were using to carry the woman’s dead
son. Jesus told him to get up, and he did. Jesus presented
him to his mother. The people realized that they were in
ĂƉůĂĐĞŽĨŚŽůǇŵǇƐƚĞƌǇ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚǁĂƐĂƚǁŽƌŬĂŵŽŶŐ
them. They were worshipful and grateful, and the news of
Jesus spread throughout the country.
REMEMBER: Luke 7:16
They all realized they were in a place of holy mystery,
and that God was at work among them.

DAY 3: How does this story reveal Jesus’ compassion?
Does Jesus restore the boy’s life for the boy’s sake, or for
his mother’s sake? Why?

DAY 4: &ƌŽŵWĂƐƚŽƌ:Ğī͛ƐƐĞƌŵŽŶ͗͞:ĞƐƵƐƌƵŝŶĞĚĂƉĞƌĨĞĐƚůǇ

good funeral because Jesus is in the business of awakening
people, bringing them to new and abundant life.” What
ĚŽĞƐƚŚŝƐŵĞĂŶ͍/ƐŝƚĚŝĸĐƵůƚƚŽďĞůŝĞǀĞŝŶĂ'ŽĚŽĨŶĞǁ
ůŝĨĞŝŶĂĐŽƵŶƚƌǇƚŚĂƚ͛ƐƐŝŶŬŝŶŐŝŶƚŽƉŽůŝƟĐĂůƵŶƌĞƐƚ͍/Ɛ:ĞƐƵƐ
in the business of awakening people, of bringing new
life, even in the midst of the crises in this country? How?
tŚĞƌĞ ĐĂŶ ǁĞ ĮŶĚ ŶĞǁ ĂŶĚ ĂďƵŶĚĂŶƚ ůŝĨĞ ŚĞƌĞ͍ tŚĂƚ
part do we play?

MORE THOUGHTS
The woman in this story has lost her husband, and now
ŚĞƌ ŽŶůǇ ƐŽŶ ŝƐ ĚĞĂĚ͕ ƚŽŽ͘ /Ŷ ƚŚĞ ĂŶĐŝĞŶƚ ǁŽƌůĚ͕ ƚŚŝƐ
ǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞůĞŌŚĞƌĚĞƐƟƚƵƚĞĂƐǁĞůůĂƐĚĞĞƉůǇŐƌŝĞǀĞĚ͘/ƚ
appears that her life is over, too. But Jesus sees the
widow’s grief and his heart aches for her. He touches
the stretcher that carries her dead son, and in doing so
he breaks a law, making himself ritually unclean. Jesus
raises the boy to life and “gives him back to his mother.”
:ĞƐƵƐĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚũƵƐƚďƌŝŶŐƚŚĞďŽǇďĂĐŬƚŽůŝĨĞ͖ŚĞďƌŝŶŐƐƚŚĞ
widow back to life, too.
Here is another story of Jesus leading with compassion
and love instead of religious rules and law. Are we like
ƚŚĂƚ͍KƌŝƐƚŚĞƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶĂďŽƵƚĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞŚŽƚ
ƚŽƉŝĐƐ ŝŶ ƚŚŝƐ ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ ;>'dY ƌŝŐŚƚƐ͕ ĂďŽƌƟŽŶ͕ ǁŽŵĞŶ͛Ɛ
health, religious freedom, and more) weighted down in
ũƵĚŐŵĞŶƚĂŶĚůĂǁƌĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶĐŽŵƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂŶĚůŽǀĞ͍Ž
ǁĞƐĞĞŽŶůǇƚŚĞŝƐƐƵĞ͕ĂŶĚŶŽƚƚŚĞƉĞƌƐŽŶŝƚĂīĞĐƚƐ͍tŚǇ͍
How can this story speak into, or redirect, our lives?
NEXT WEEK: Luke 7:18-35

DAY 5: How awake are you? What’s dead in you, in need

ŽĨŶĞǁůŝĨĞ͍,ŽǁĐĂŶǇŽƵƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůůǇĮŶĚŵŽƌĞĂůŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ͍
DAY 6: ,Žǁ ĂǁĂŬĞ ŝƐ ǇŽƵƌ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ŽĨ ĨĂŝƚŚ͍ /Ɛ ƚŚĞƌĞ

anything dead there that’s in need of new life? Do you
ĞǀĞƌ ĨĞĞů ůŝŬĞ ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ ũƵƐƚ ŐŽŝŶŐ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƟŽŶƐ Ăƚ
church? How can you be more awake, alert, mindful or
ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂƚĞŝŶǇŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŽĨĨĂŝƚŚ͍ĂŶ'ŽĚďƌĞĂƚŚĞ
ŶĞǁ ůŝĨĞ ŝŶƚŽ ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ ĂŶĚ ŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐƐ͍ tŚĂƚ ǁŽƵůĚ
change if your church shared a new sense of aliveness?

DAY 7: How awake are we as a community, a state or a

ŶĂƟŽŶ͍ ƌĞ ǁĞ ũƵƐƚ ŐŽŝŶŐ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƟŽŶƐ͍ tŚĂƚ
would it take for us bring a new sense of aliveness to the
ǁŽƌůĚ͍tŚĂƚǁŽƵůĚŚĂƉƉĞŶƚŽŽƵƌŶĂƟŽŶŝĨǁĞǁĞƌĞĂůů
suddenly consumed with Jesus’ compassion, stopping at
nothing to bring new life? Can we be Jesus’ hands and
heart in this country, instead of bystanders? How?
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