WEEKLY CONNECT

1/29/17
DAY 1: What is the Sabbath law? What is it for? Is the old
ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶŽĨŶŽƚǁŽƌŬŝŶŐŽŶƚŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚĂďŽƵƚĐŽŵƉůǇŝŶŐ
ǁŝƚŚƌƵůĞƐ͕ŽƌŝƐŝƚĂďŽƵƚƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĞůƐĞĞŶƟƌĞůǇ͍

DAY 2: Ž ǇŽƵ ƚŚŝŶŬ ǁĞ͛ǀĞ ƚƵƌŶĞĚ Ă ŐŝŌ ĨƌŽŵ 'ŽĚ ʹ ƚŚĞ

^ĂďďĂƚŚʹŝŶƚŽĂďƵƌĚĞŶ͍,ĂǀĞǁĞĚŽŶĞƚŚĂƚƚŽĂŶǇŽƚŚĞƌ
ŽĨ'ŽĚ͛ƐŐŝŌƐ͍tŚǇ͍

DAY 3: tŝůů 'ŽĚ ůŽǀĞ ĂŶĚ Ăĸƌŵ ǇŽƵ ŵŽƌĞ ŝĨ ǇŽƵ

READ >h<ϲ͗ϭͳϭϭ

Jesus was teaching on the Sabbath when he saw a
man with a crippled hand. The religious leaders were
watching Jesus to see if he’d heal the man, hoping
to catch Jesus breaking the Sabbath law. Jesus knew
what they were up to, and asked them what suited
the Sabbath best: helping people, or leaving them
helpless? Jesus healed the man, and the religious
leaders fumed.
REMEMBER: Luke 6:9
tŚĂƚŬŝŶĚŽĨĂĐƟŽŶƐƵŝƚƐƚŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚďĞƐƚ͍
MORE THOUGHTS
ZĞĂĚ ƚŚŝƐ ĂƌƟĐůĞ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞŽůŽŐŝĂŶ ZŽď Ğůů͕ ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ
ǁŚĞƌĞ ŝƚ ƌĞĨĞƌƐ ƚŽ ƐĞĂƐŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ ƟŵĞ͗ ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚŵĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ͘
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follow the commandments than if you don’t? Are the
commandments a test to pass, an obstacle to overcome,
Ă ƚĂƐŬ ƚŽ ďĞ ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ͍ Kƌ ĚŽ ƚŚĞǇ ƐĞƌǀĞ Ă ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ
ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶ͍tŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĂƚ͍

DAY 4: Who enforces these rules? Is it someone’s job to

call out anyone not obeying the law or the moral code in
the Bible? How does that work? Who has that authority?
tŚŽƐĞŝŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƚĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞůĂǁŽƌƚŚĞŵŽƌĂůĐŽĚĞŝƐƚŚĞ
right one? How do we know?

DAY 5: ƌĞ ƚŚĞ ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ ĨŽƌ Ă ĚĞĮŶŝƟǀĞ
black-and-white rulebook? Why? Does that make it easier
to know who is living inside the law and who is not? Does
that make it easier to indict others? What happens when
living a Christ-centered life is not so clear-cut? What
happens when there is a lot of gray area, and we have to
ŵĂŬĞĚŝĸĐƵůƚĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͍ŽǁĞƉƌĞĨĞƌĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƚǇ͍tŚǇ͍

ĞƩĞƌǇĞƚ͕ůŝƐƚĞŶƚŽƚŚŝƐΨϮĚŽǁŶůŽĂĚ͗ŵĂƌƐŚŝůů͘ŽƌŐͬƐŚŽƉͬ
ĮƌƐƚͲƐƵŶĚĂǇͲŽĨͲĂĚǀĞŶƚͲƚŚĞͲŵŽŵĞŶƚͲďĞĨŽƌĞͲƚŚĞͲŵŽŵĞŶƚͲ
rob-bell/
What do Bell’s examples of hammers, snare drums, and
ƌĞĨƌŝŐĞƌĂƚŽƌďƵǌǌŝŶŐƌĞǀĞĂůĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚůĂǁ͍/ƐƚŚŝƐ
a new way to look at periods of work and rest?
Does this give you a new lens through which to view “the
law”? Is our God trying to make us comply with rules in
ŽƌĚĞƌƚŽƚĞƐƚŽƵƌŽďĞĚŝĞŶĐĞ͍KƌŝƐŽƵƌ'ŽĚƉŽŝŶƟŶŐƚŽƚŚĞ
ŶĂƚƵƌĂů ƌŚǇƚŚŵ ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ďƵŝůƚ ŝŶƚŽ ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ͕ Ă ƌŚǇƚŚŵ ƚŚĂƚ
ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƐ ůŝĨĞ͍ tŚĂƚ ŝƐ ƚŚĞ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ͍ ŶĚ ǁŚĂƚ ĚŽĞƐ
ƚŚĂƚĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƌĞǀĞĂůĂďŽƵƚ'ŽĚ͍

NEXT WEEK: Luke 7:1-17

DAY 6: Are there religious laws you need to break in order
to love others? Does your personal experience with other
people always match the code of conduct described in
the Bible? Why does Jesus break religious law in order to
help someone in need? Does that give us any insight into
the heart of God?

DAY 7: Do you ever lose sight of God when you try to follow

the law? Do the rules that religion imposes on us, that we
impose on each other, keep us from seeing an inclusive,
ůŽǀŝŶŐĂŶĚŐƌĂĐĞͲĮůůĞĚ'ŽĚ͍ŽŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐƵƐĞƚŚĞƐĞƌƵůĞƐ
ĂƐǁĞĂƉŽŶƐǁŝƚŚǁŚŝĐŚƚŽĮŐŚƚĞĂĐŚŽƚŚĞƌ͍tŚǇ͍
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