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z ϭ͗ Imagine that Jesus was teaching and healing in
your neighborhood. Would there be throngs of people
following him? Would you join them? Do you think you’d
watch him with suspicion or with hope? Would you be
disappointed if he didn’t do any tricks or miracles? Would
words alone be enough? Do his words sound too good to
ďĞƚƌƵĞ͍,ŽǁǁŽƵůĚǇŽƵĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚƚŚĞ:ĞƐƵƐŝŶƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇ͍

zϮ͗ ,ĂƐƚŚĞƐĐŽƉĞŽĨĂůůƚŚĂƚ:ĞƐƵƐĞŵďŽĚŝĞƐƌĞĂůůǇŚŝƚ

READ >h<ϱ͗ϭͳϭϭ
As Jesus preached on the shore, the people kept pushing
ĐůŽƐĞƌƚŽŚĞĂƌďĞƩĞƌ͘:ĞƐƵƐŶŽƟĐĞĚƚǁŽďŽĂƚƐƟĞĚƵƉ͘,Ğ
climbed into the boat belonging to a man named Simon
(also known as Peter), who was there cleaning his nets
ĂŌĞƌ Ă ŶŝŐŚƚ ŽĨ ĮƐŚŝŶŐ͘ :ĞƐƵƐ ĂƐŬĞĚ ^ŝŵŽŶ ƚŽ ďƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ
boat out into the water, and he preached from there.
tŚĞŶ :ĞƐƵƐ ǁĂƐ ĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ͕ ŚĞ ƚŽůĚ WĞƚĞƌ ƚŽ ĮƐŚ ĂŐĂŝŶ ŝŶ
ƚŚĞĚĞĞƉĞƌǁĂƚĞƌ͘ƵƚWĞƚĞƌƚŽůĚŚŝŵƚŚĞǇ͛ĚďĞĞŶĮƐŚŝŶŐ
all night and hadn’t caught a thing. But he did what Jesus
ĂƐŬĞĚĂŶǇǁĂǇ͘^ƵĚĚĞŶůǇƚŚĞŶĞƚƐǁĞƌĞĨƵůůŽĨĮƐŚ͘
Peter was amazed, recognizing that this moment was
ŵĂŐŝĐĂů͘ dŚĞ ŽƚŚĞƌ ĮƐŚĞƌŵĞŶ ǁĞƌĞ ĂůƐŽ ĂŵĂǌĞĚ͘ :ĞƐƵƐ
ƚŽůĚ ƚŚĞŵ ƚŚĂƚ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĂƚ ŵŽŵĞŶƚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞǇ͛Ě ďĞ ĮƐŚŝŶŐ
ĨŽƌƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ĂŶĚĮƐŚĞƌŵĞŶůĞŌƚŚĞŝƌďŽĂƚƐĂŶĚŶĞƚƐĂŶĚ
followed Jesus.
ZDDZ͗>ƵŬĞϱ͗ϭϭ
They pulled their boats up on the beach,
ůĞŌƚŚĞŵ͕ŶĞƚƐĂŶĚĂůů͕ĂŶĚĨŽůůŽǁĞĚŚŝŵ͘

Peter yet when this story begins? Do you ever have the
urge to tell the characters in these stories what they’re
ŵŝƐƐŝŶŐ͍dŽƐĂǇ͕͞,ĞǇ͕WĞƚĞƌ͕ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ'KŝŶƚŚĞďŽĂƚǁŝƚŚ
you! Just look!” Is it possible that the same could be said
in your life, that you’re missing something divine around
ǇŽƵƚŚĂƚũƵƐƚŚĂƐŶ͛ƚĐĂƵŐŚƚǇŽƵƌĂƩĞŶƟŽŶǇĞƚ͍tŚĂƚ͍
zϯ͗ ,ŽǁĚŽǇŽƵƐƵƉƉŽƐĞWĞƚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞĞǆƉĞƌƚĮƐŚĞƌŵĂŶ͕

feels when this rabbi tells him how to do his job? Would
you have followed Jesus’ advice if you were Peter?

z ϰ͗ What happens when Peter realizes who Jesus
really is? Is this what it means to have a “come to Jesus”
ŵŽŵĞŶƚ͍ ,ĂǀĞ ǇŽƵ͕ ůŝŬĞ WĞƚĞƌ͕ ĞǀĞƌ ďĞĞŶ ŽǀĞƌǁŚĞůŵĞĚ
by a rush of awe or awareness? What was it like? Do those
ŵŽŵĞŶƚƐŚĂǀĞƚŚĞƉŽǁĞƌƚŽĐŚĂŶŐĞǇŽƵ͍,Žǁ͍ĂŶƚŚĞƐĞ
ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ ŵŽƟǀĂƚĞ Žƌ ĐŽŵƉĞů ǇŽƵ ƚŽ ͞ĚƌŽƉ ǇŽƵƌ ŶĞƚƐ͟
and follow Jesus? What do you need to leave behind?

zϱ͗ŽǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬŝƚ͛ƐĨƌŝŐŚƚĞŶŝŶŐƚŽďĞǁŚĞƌĞWĞƚĞƌŝƐ͗

“a sinner” standing in the presence of the Messiah? Is it
ŽĚĚƚŚĂƚǁĞƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚĂůŽǀŝŶŐ͕ĨŽƌŐŝǀŝŶŐ͕ŐƌĂĐĞͲĮůůĞĚ'ŽĚ
when our primal response God’s presence is fear? Why?

WZzZ
God, this is a new day. I freshly commit myself to the
role you have invited me to play, as you are building your
church in this world. I am awestruck again today that you
include me in this grand life-giving, world-transforming
ĞŶĚĞĂǀŽƌ͘^ŽƚŽĚĂǇ/ǁŝůůũŽǇĨƵůůǇŽīĞƌǇŽƵ͗
MY LOVE / Dz,Zd / MY TALENTS /
DzEZ'z / DzZd/s/dz / Dz&/d,&h>E^^ /
DzZ^KhZ^ / EDz'Zd/dh
I commit all of myself to the role you have assigned me
in the building of your church so that it may thrive in this
world. And I will “bring it” today. I will bring my best. You
deserve it. Your church deserves it. It is the hope of the
world.
Eydt<͗>ƵŬĞϲ͗ϭͲϭϲ

z ϲ͗ Where are you in this story? Are you like Peter
in the beginning of the story, happy to know Jesus and
proud to give him a ride on your boat? Or are you coming
to grips with the vastness, power, love and holiness of
Jesus? Does a glimpse of the vastness of God make you
feel small? Is that a good thing, or a bad thing?

z ϳ͗ ZĞĂĚ ƚŚĞ ƉƌĂǇĞƌ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ůĞŌ͘ tŚĂƚ ǁŽƵůĚ ĐŚĂŶŐĞ

ŝĨǇŽƵƉƌĂǇĞĚƚŚŝƐƉƌĂǇĞƌĞǀĞƌǇŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͍,ŽǁĐŽƵůĚǇŽƵ
ĚĂŝůǇ ŽīĞƌ 'ŽĚ ǇŽƵƌ ůŽǀĞ͕ ǇŽƵƌ ŚĞĂƌƚ ĂŶĚ ǇŽƵƌ ƚĂůĞŶƚƐ͍
zŽƵƌ ĞŶĞƌŐǇ͕ ǇŽƵƌ ĐƌĞĂƟǀŝƚǇ ĂŶĚ ǇŽƵƌ ĨĂŝƚŚĨƵůŶĞƐƐ͍ zŽƵƌ
ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐĂŶĚǇŽƵƌŐƌĂƟƚƵĚĞ͍ŽǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬŵĂŬŝŶŐƚŚĂƚĂ
ĚĂŝůǇƉƌĂĐƟĐĞǁŽƵůĚďĞĞǆŚĂƵƐƟŶŐĂŶĚĚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͍KƌǁŽƵůĚ
ŝƚďĞůŝĨĞͲŐŝǀŝŶŐ͕ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐŵŽƌĞĞŶĞƌŐǇĂŶĚĂůŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ͍
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