t<>zCONNECT

ϭͬϭϱͬϭϳ
DAY 1: How do you feel when you’re challenged to think

ĂďŽƵƚĚŝĸĐƵůƚƚŽƉŝĐƐŽƌĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐŝƐƐƵĞƐ͍ŽǁĞƚƌǇƚŽ
ĂǀŽŝĚƚŚŽƐĞƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐ͍tŚǇ͍ĂŶǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬŽĨĂŶǇƟŵĞ
that we as a community have been asked to sort out a
ƚƌƵůǇĚŝĸĐƵůƚŽƌƉĂŝŶĨƵůŝĚĞĂ͍tŚĂƚŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͍ŝĚŝƚŐŽ
ĂŶǇďĞƩĞƌĨŽƌƵƐƚŚĂŶŝƚĚŝĚĨŽƌƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞŽĨEĂǌĂƌĞƚŚ͍

DAY 2: Is Jesus a controversial rabbi? In what way? Is
proclaiming hope for all people radical? Why? Why is that
ŵĞƐƐĂŐĞŵĞƚǁŝƚŚƐƵĐŚŽƉƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ͍

DAY 3: ŽĞƐ:ĞƐƵƐ͛ŵĞƐƐĂŐĞƐƟůůƐƟƌƵƐƵƉ͕ƐŽŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐ

READ >h<ϰ͗ϭϰͳϯϬ
Jesus returned to Nazareth, his hometown. He read to the
people from Isaiah about God sending him to proclaim
good news to the poor, to announce freedom to the
prisoners and sight to the blind. He told the people that
ƚŚĞƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞŚĂƐďĞĞŶĨƵůĮůůĞĚŝŶƚŚĞŝƌŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ͘
For a while the people were intent, watching and listening,
but then they began to grumble. They asked each other,
“Isn’t this guy just a kid from the village?” They didn’t like
what they were hearing, and they got more and more
ĂŶŐƌǇ͕ƵŶƟůƚŚĞǇƚŚƌĞǁŚŝŵŽƵƚ͘dŚĞǇǁĞƌĞƌĞĂĚǇƚŽƚŚƌŽǁ
ŚŝŵŽīĂĐůŝī͕ďƵƚ:ĞƐƵƐƐůŝƉƉĞĚŽƵƚĂŶĚǁĞŶƚŽŶŚŝƐǁĂǇ͘
REMEMBER: Luke 4:21
dŽĚĂǇƚŚĞƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞŚĂƐďĞĞŶĨƵůĮůůĞĚŝŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ͘
MORE TO CONSIDER
ŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ ƚŚŝƐ ƋƵŽƚĞ ĨƌŽŵ ĂŶƟͲŶĂǌŝ ƚŚĞŽůŽŐŝĂŶ DĂƌƟŶ
Niemoller: “First they came for the Socialists, and I did
not speak out – because I was not a Socialist. Then they
came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out –
because I was not a Trade Unionist. Then they came for
the Jews, and I did not speak out – because I was not a
:Ğǁ͘dŚĞŶƚŚĞǇĐĂŵĞĨŽƌŵĞʹĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐŶŽŽŶĞůĞŌ
to speak for me.”
Then consider this reworking of that idea by poet and
ĂĐƟǀŝƐƚ ZŽƐĞ DĂƌŝĞ ĞƌŐĞƌ͗ ƐŽũŽ͘ŶĞƚͬŵĞĚŝĂͬƌŝīͲŵĂƌƟŶͲ
ŶĞŝŵŽůůĞƌͲĂŶĚͲŵĂƩŚĞǁͲϮϱ
tŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ͍/ƐŽŶĞƌĞĂůůǇĂďŽƵƚ͞ŵĞ͟ǁŚŝůĞƚŚĞ
ŽƚŚĞƌǀĞƌƐŝŽŶŝƐĂďŽƵƚŽƚŚĞƌƐ͍,Žǁ͍/ƐŝƚĚŝĸĐƵůƚƚŽůŽŽŬ
at the radical love of Jesus outside the lens of our own
ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůďĞŶĞĮƚĂŶĚĨƵƚƵƌĞ͍/ƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŵŝƌƌŽƌƚŚĂƚ:ĞƐƵƐ
holds up in this story? How can we learn to gaze into
ƚŚĂƚ ŵŝƌƌŽƌ ǁŝƚŚ ǀƵůŶĞƌĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕ ĐŽŵƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ͕ ĞǀĞŶ ĂĐƟŽŶ͕
ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚŽĨĂŶŐĞƌ͍,ĂǀĞǁĞĐŽŵĞĂůŽŶŐǁĂǇ͍/ƐƚŚĞƌĞƐƟůů
ĂůŽŶŐǁĂǇůĞŌƚŽŐŽ͍
NEXT WEEK: Luke 5:1-11

later? Do we hear it the way the people in Nazareth did?
ŽĞƐ ŝƚ ŝŶĐŝƚĞ ĨƌƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ĂŶŐĞƌ͍ ŽĞƐ ŝƚ ŚŽůĚ ƵƉ Ă
mirror to your life and make you see things you’d rather
ĚĞŶǇ͍KƌŚĂǀĞǁĞƚĂŵĞĚĂŶĚĚŽŵĞƐƟĐĂƚĞĚ:ĞƐƵƐƐŽƚŚĂƚ
his words no longer sound like a challenge? Why?

DAY 4: Why does Jesus challenge people to think about

challenging issues? Is that Jesus’ purpose? Does Jesus
come to save us (from what?), or teach us, or love us, or
something else? Do you think the heart of God is revealed
through Jesus? If so, what can we learn about God here?

DAY 5: Are there any ways in which the Prince of Peace

community is too comfortable or too complacent to see
ƚŚĞƐǇƐƚĞŵƐŽĨŽƉƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƚŚĂƚǁĞƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞŝŶ͍ŽǇŽƵ
ƚŚŝŶŬ ǁĞ͛ƌĞ ĞǀĞƌ ďůŝŶĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ ĂƌŽƵŶĚ ƵƐ͍ ,Žǁ
can we know for sure? How can we see what we’re not
ƐĞĞŝŶŐ͍ĂŶƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇŚĞůƉƵƐ͍KƌĚŽƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ
make us so defensive that we want to “kill the messenger,”
just like the people of Nazareth?

DAY 6: What does it mean when Jesus says the scripture

ŚĂƐ ďĞĞŶ ĨƵůĮůůĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ͍ ŽĞƐ :ĞƐƵƐ ĐŽŵĞ ƚŽ
bring hope and wholeness all by himself? Or does Jesus
ĞǆƉĞĐƚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞŚĞƌĞĂĚƐǁŝůůĂĐƚƵĂůůǇďĞĨƵůĮůůĞĚ
ďǇƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽŚĞĂƌŝƚ͍tŚĂƚĂƌĞƚŚĞŝŵƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĂƚ͍/Ĩ
God is revealed in Jesus, can Jesus (and therefore God) be
revealed in us? If we’re honest about ourselves, our lives,
ŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕ŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘͘͘ŝƐƚŚĂƚǁŚĂƚ͛ƐŚĂƉƉĞŶŝŶŐ͍
Are we really being the hands of Jesus?

DAY 7: Is it true that we can’t experience wholeness if others

aren’t experiencing wholeness? Why? Is understanding
and believing this necessary before we can truly become
the hands, feet and hear of Jesus in the world?
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