Lens | February 22 | BIG GOD STORY
SCRIPTURE | Luke 7:36-50
BOTTOM LINE
Jesus gives us lens to help see the world.

MEMORY VERSE
“Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” – Luke 7:50

LIFE APP
Which lens do you need to put on in your life this week - judgment, clarity, or gratitude?
I (Tim) need to get glasses. When I was 17, I went to the eye doctor and realized that I had difficulty seeing details
far away. Street signs, facial features, and any type of detail was difficult for me without squinting, and truthfully, I
stopped trying to see far when I know I couldn’t a few years back. So why don’t I just got and get glasses?
It’s hard to break our habit of seeing. What we need is a new lens. We need to see how Jesus sees the world.

Our Bottom Line for this week is that Jesus gives us a lens to help see the world.
Sometimes it’s hard to see outside of what we normally see. We need to break how we see sometimes.

In fact, in Luke’s Gospel, it is precisely because Jesus was “suffering with” the outcasts -- showing them
compassion -- that those in power challenged his authority. This is the case in today’s passage, as well.
Simon the Pharisee, a religious leader, has invited Jesus to dine in his home (only Luke has Jesus being
invited specifically to the home of a Pharisee). Suddenly, an uninvited, unnamed woman appears who is
described simply as a “sinner in the city.” Without speaking, she weeps, wets Jesus’ feet with her tears,
wipes them with her hair, kisses them, and anoints them with perfumed oil (verse 38).

Many commentaries point out that this anointing story could be read as preparation for Jesus’ death
and resurrection -- an ironic coronation for the rightful King of the Jews. Jesus makes Messianic
overtones explicit in the gospel parallels to this story (Matthew 26:12; Mark 14:8; John 12:7). Others
(taking their cue from Jesus’ indictment of Simon in 7.44-47) contrast the woman’s lavish act of
hospitality and faithfulness with Simon’s failure to demonstrate the ancient virtue of hospitality,
bringing shame upon his entire household. Still others point out that the setting in Luke 7:36-50 is
similar to a Hellenistic symposium, an ancient genre in which a host invites guests to his home to
dialogue about weighty abstract matters like love, friendship, or wisdom.
I wish to focus instead on a small detail of the story that often goes unnoticed: the fact that Simon
objects “to himself.” Simon thinks, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who and what kind of
woman this is who is touching him, that she is a sinner” (Luke 7:39). Let’s explore this a little more
closely: the story of the woman anointing Jesus’ feet occurs in each of the other canonical Gospels, but
in comparison with the other versions, only Luke makes it clear that Simon objects silently, “to himself.”
In Mark’s version, the onlookers object to the woman’s actions “among themselves” (Mark 14:4), which
implies that they spoke aloud, (though perhaps only amongst themselves), rather than directly to Jesus.
In Matthew, the disciples object openly (Matthew 26:28), and similarly, in John, Judas voices his
concerns out loud (John 12:4-5). Only Luke highlights Simon’s unspoken thoughts, and Jesus’ ability to
perceive them. We find in the Lukan version of this scene a fulfillment of the prophecy pronounced over
the infant Jesus by Simeon that because of him, “the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed” (Luke
2:35).
Internal monologue is so common in today’s literature that we hardly even notice it, but ancient authors
rarely used this device in telling their stories. When they did, it was typically at a moment of crisis in the
story, when the hero is undergoing some intense internal conflict. In fact, authors like Homer, Ovid, and
Virgil often followed a 3-part formula: (1) The introduction to the inner speech (2) Taking stock of the
problem (3) The hero’s chosen solution.
Luke also tends to incorporate interior monologue into crisis situations, when the thinker wrestles with
a difficult decision, but unlike these other ancient authors, Luke’s thinkers are not heroes. We never see
Jesus “thinking to himself.” Instead, Luke tends to use internal monologue for characters who are not
noble or heroic -- in fact, they embody self-centeredness. This is a prominent theme in ancient Jewish
literature: what one says to oneself indicates wisdom or foolishness.
Luke 7.36-50 is the first story in the Third Gospel where a character thinks to himself (the others are in
Luke 12.17, 45; 15.17-19; 16.4-7; 18.18.4-5; 20.13). Like other ancient thinking characters, Simon faces a
choice; he is deciding between two opposing views of Jesus’ identity -- either Jesus is a prophet or he
isn’t. The question itself demonstrates that Simon lacks love, hospitality, and true discernment.
Furthermore, he clearly does not want to dialogue with Jesus; he simply “thinks to himself.”
When Jesus says, “Simon, I have something to say to you” (Luke 7:40), he may be implicitly contrasting
his own willingness to dialogue with Simon’s failure to do so. Jesus then goes on to address Simon’s
unspoken objection directly. Ironically, Jesus’ response proves exactly what Simon is questioning: he
does, in fact, know the character not only of the one who is touching him (the woman), but also of the
one who is judging him suspiciously (Simon).

The truth is God opens our eyes in many different ways. He exposes us to new realities, relationships, and
opportunities as we open ourselves up to the possibility that life could be different than what we experience. It
starts with seeing how Jesus saw people. We then, can put on a different lens and see differently. In the process,
we change how we see ourselves and we are transformed.

