
entry way. It would be a quick trip—and with such a short list, 

I couldn’t possibly get distracted. I know, right? So I made my 

way into the store and was heading straight for the Light Bulb 

I got distracted. I was just so surprised. I shouldn’t have been 

surprised. But I was—I know how this works, it happens every year. 

It was only the second week in October and there they were in all 

hung open as I walked past wrapping paper, miles of scotch 

tape and both indoor and outdoor lights. Then it got personal: 

snow shovels and ice scrapers for windshields. And then it got 

the second week of October?

We know how this goes, it happens every year. We’re barely 

Just when we’re beginning to think about carving pumpkins, 

the electric reindeer show up in the neighbor’s yard. And just 

when you think it’s too early for Bing Crosby to be singing White 

Today we welcome the season of Advent, a short, four-week 

you ever feel like the agenda of the culture around you wants to 

was February? I know I do. And that’s why I’m urging you today 

to press back against the powerful cultural momentum to turn 

Advent. By keeping the main thing the main thing in the season 

of Advent, we can move more deeply into life and aliveness that 

There is an ancient passage buried deeply in the Hebrew 

Scriptures that tells a story of a young man who did just that; 

a young Jewish man who pushed back against the powers of 

the culture and remained faithful to God in the midst of wild—

one of the many stories about this remarkable young man. 

There’s a much more. Let me give you a quick overview and then 

read the story. Daniel loved God. But his faith and love for God 

was constantly under pressure from the cultural around him. But 

Daniel trusted God to give him the strength to remain faithful 

he needed just when he needed it. Let’s look at the story from 

Daniel loved God. He prayed every day and tried to live as God 

with him. Daniel’s good friend, King Darius, put Daniel in charge 

of many things in his kingdom. Some men got very jealous of 

The men tricked the king into making a law that everyone had 

to pray to King Darius and not God! Anyone who broke this law 

would be placed into a den full of lions—YIKES!

Daniel was very afraid of lions, but he prayed to God anyway! 

Daniel knew he could get into big trouble. He also knew God 

would always be with him.

Trouble came quickly. The men who tricked King Darius saw 

looked puzzled. Daniel always prayed to his God. What was the 

big deal? Then the men reminded him. “You must put Daniel in 

Oh no! King Darius didn’t want to put Daniel in the lions’ den! 

He didn’t want Daniel to be hurt! But king Darius had to follow 

his own law. Daniel was put in with the lions. King Darius said, “I 

night worrying about Daniel.

In the lions’ den, it was dark and scary. Lions growled all around 

Daniel. Daniel prayed, “God, I know you are with me. Please help 
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At sunrise, King Darius hurried to the lions’ den and had it opened. 

friend. From that day on King Darius believed in God.

So there it is—another ancient story that speaks fresh and 

Children’s Bible, one thing is for sure: this is not just a children’s 

story. Sure, you’ve got the lions in there, Daniel gets thrown into 

and conformity and what we do with all of the things in our lives 

that try to make us give up, give in and conform to our culture, 

the main thing the main thing?

faint of heart. And really, neither is Christmas. These two seasons 

ground for what’s most important. I’ll be honest; it’s a struggle I 

kinds of issues that Daniel faced: how do we remain faithful when 

so much energy is focused on us to cash it all in?

get to the end of the story and think, “Wow, cool—he didn’t get 

eaten by the lion. That reminds me, I’m hungry, what’s for lunch? 

But if we let the story do what it was intended to do—to speak 

powerfully into our lives today, we can let the story pose some 

perhaps none more pointed than these: what lion are you facing 

right now? What dark, frightening den are you trying to escape 

today? What frightening force is prowling around you, growling 

Christ in us, what power threatens to undo that; what fear, what 

family tensions, or even blending families? Some people are 

changes brought on by another year gone by.

Or maybe it’s just the age-old issue of over-consuming. Again, if 

the consuming we’ve done in the past days, we should be full to 

the brim. But we’re not—I know I’m not. I tend to just want more. 

don’t measure up—I don’t wear the right clothes and don’t have 

buried in October. I feel loneliness when I see families gathered 

have to give in to all of that. But I do. And my guess is that you do 

too. So what do we do?

stop and take a look at what’s going on, because something is 

aliveness that the seasons of Advent and Christmas provide. 

burned the candle at both ends.

like you’re going to be eaten alive by the pace? Is it a season of 

darkness and fear for you?

Each day’s readings will equip you to lean into the wind of Spirit 

to help you prepare for the days ahead. 

When you’re hungry; when you feel like you’re running on empty, 

sat in that darkness with Daniel and gave him hope. 

deep breath, close your eyes and ask the Spirit of God to breathe 

some fresh air into your life.

so deep in your soul, consider it a challenge to halt—to stop and 

at the cradle and wait for the birth that changes everything.
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