SERMON: Jason Kramme
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only see what is wrong. Or hey, you look in the mirror every
day and you don’t see you in a way that is valuable. And it is
ďŽƚŚĐŽŶĨƵƐŝŶŐĂŶĚŚĞĂƌƚďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐƚŚĂƚĚƵĞƚŽĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞŝŶ
ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞ͕ƚŚĞƐĞƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶǇŽƵƌůŝĨĞǁŽƵůĚďĞĚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚĞĚ͘
I think that God has had that feeling and I think that God has
ƚŚĂƚĨĞĞůŝŶŐŽŌĞŶ͘tŝƚŚŚŝƐŬŝĚƐ͘tŝƚŚƵƐ͘
ŶĚƚŽĚĂǇ/ǁĂŶƚƚŽƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚŽŶĞƐƉĞĐŝĮĐƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶǁŚĞƌĞ
that happened. It is a familiar story about one of God’s
messengers or prophets, Jonah. And what I want to do by
ƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨŵǇƟŵĞŝƐĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞǇŽƵĂůů͕ƵƐ͕WƌŝŶĐĞŽĨWĞĂĐĞŝŶ
the way that God challenged Jonah at the end of his story, to
ƐĞĞƉĞŽƉůĞƚŚĞǁĂǇƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚĚŽĞƐ͗ĮƌƐƚĂƐ'ŽĚ͛ƐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ĂŶĚ
then as brothers and sisters.

tĞůů͕ŝƚŚĂƐĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇďĞĞŶĂŶĞǆĐŝƟŶŐůĂƐƚĮǀĞŵŽŶƚŚƐŝŶƚŚĞ
Kramme house. Last June my wife and I welcomed our second
ďŽǇŝŶƚŽŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚĂƐͲŝĨ/ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚĨĂůůŵŽƌĞŝŶůŽǀĞǁŝƚŚ
ďĞŝŶŐ Ă ĚĂĚ͕ / ŚĂǀĞ͘ KŶĞ ŽĨ ŵǇ ŚŽďďŝĞƐ ŶŽǁ ŝƐ ƐŝƫŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ
ŵǇǁŝĨĞĂŶĚƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚŚŽǁƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƚƵƌŶŽƵƚ͖
if they’ll be more like me or their mom, or a blend of both,
ǁŚŝĐŚ ŽŶĞ ǁŝůů ŐĞƚ ĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚ ĮƌƐƚ͘ DǇ ŵŽŶĞǇ ŝƐ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ŽůĚĞƌ
one. It’s either heartwarming or really lame to be honest. But
aren’t we all that way about our kids and the people we love?
tĞ ƉĂǇ ŵŽƌĞ ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ ƚŚĂŶ ŵŽƐƚ͘ tĞ͛ǀĞ ŐŽƚ ƐƉĞĐŝĂů͕ ƌŽƐĞͲ
colored lenses that we see them through, and really it is only
when someone disagrees that you really realize how you see
them. That happened to me not too long ago. Someone had
ƚŚĞĂƵĚĂĐŝƚǇƚŽƐĞĞŵǇŽůĚĞƌďŽǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇƚŚĂŶŵĞ͘
This was back in July and I picked him up from Kids’ Club at
ƚŚĞĮƚŶĞƐƐƉůĂĐĞǁĞ͛ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐĂƚĂŶĚ/ŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐ
ůŽŽŬŝŶŐƉƌĞƩǇĚŽǁŶ͘/ĂƐŬĞĚŚŝŵǁŚĂƚƚŚĞƉƌŽďůĞŵǁĂƐĂŶĚ
he said those words you never want to hear as a parent, “the
kids at kids club don’t like me and they don’t want to play with
me.”
All at once, I had that feeling that every parent has once in
ƚŚĞŝƌ ůŝĨĞ͗ /͛ŵ ŐŽŝŶŐ ƚŽ ŚĂǀĞ ƚŽ ďĞĂƚ ƵƉ ƐŽŵĞ ĮǀĞ ǇĞĂƌ ŽůĚƐ͘
It’s the only way to make this right. No, I’m just kidding, while
I was upset about it, what I was most upset about was the
idea that someone or a group of people could possibly not
see what I see when I look at my boy. I know they say that
ŶŽƚŐĞƫŶŐƐůĞĞƉĂŶĚĂůůƚŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĞŚĂƌĚĞƐƚƉĂƌƚĂďŽƵƚďĞŝŶŐĂ
ƉĂƌĞŶƚ͕ďƵƚŐŽŽĚŶĞƐƐ͕ƚŚŝƐĨĞĞůŝŶŐƚŚĂƚŵǇůŝƩůĞďŽǇǁŚŽ/ůŽǀĞ
with all of my heart could be rejected by someone else, that
sure comes close.
Have you been there?
Maybe not with your child, but with someone you love or
care deeply about. For example, you see what is right in
your parents when others don’t, you see what is good and
ďĞĂƵƟĨƵůŝŶǇŽƵƌĨƌŝĞŶĚ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŽƚŚĞƌƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽĐĂŶ

Jonah, if you met him on the street, is probably like one of
those bands that had one song that they got famous for that
they really didn’t even think was their best work. Most of
ƚŚĞƟŵĞǁŚĞŶǁĞƚŚŝŶŬĂďŽƵƚ:ŽŶĂŚ͕ǁĞƚŚŝŶŬǁŚĂƚ͍tŚĂůĞ͕
ŐŝĂŶƚ ĮƐŚ͘ Ƶƚ͕ ǁŚĞŶ ǁĞ ĚŽ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĞ ĚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚ ƚŚĞ ĨĂĐƚ ƚŚĂƚ
prior to that whole story, Jonah had a life that had somehow
led him to become a prophet of Israel. In other words, he was
a faithful follower of God.
What’s that mean?
,ĞǁĂƐĂ͞ŐŽͲĞƌ͘͟
From the beginning, the story of humanity has been a story
of “going.” In the garden, God told Adam and Eve to “go and
work the land.” When God gave Abraham and his wife a child,
'ŽĚƚŽůĚƚŚĞŵƚŽ͞ŐŽĂŶĚďĞĂďůĞƐƐŝŶŐ͕ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐĂŶĂƟŽŶŽĨ
ŐŽͲĞƌƐ͘͟'ŽĚƚĞůůƐ/ƐĂĂĐ͕͞ŐŽ͕͟ƚĞůůƐ:ĂĐŽď͕͞ŐŽ͕͟ƚĞůůƐũŽƐĞƉŚ͞ŐŽ͕͟
When God rescued Israel from Egypt, God told them to “go.”
In other words, to be a faithful follower of God, you needed to
ďĞĂŐŽͲĞƌƚŽƚŚĞƉůĂĐĞƐĂŶĚƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ'ŽĚĐĂůůĞĚǇŽƵƚŽďƌŝŶŐ
blessing to. Well, as a prophet, Jonah must have been that.
hŶƟůŽƵƌƌĞĂĚŝŶŐĨŽƌƚŽĚĂǇ͘
'ŽĚƚĞůůƐ:ŽŶĂŚƚŽŐŽĂŐĂŝŶ͕ƚŚŝƐƟŵĞƚŽƚŚĞĐŝƚǇŽĨEŝŶĞǀĞŚƚŽ
preach a message of repentance to the people there. What’s
his response? Nope! Jonah sees that he would have to go
to Nineveh. A people he sees as enemies, as outsiders, and
ǁŽƌƚŚǇŽĨĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂŶĚŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇƚƵƌŶƐƚĂŝů͕ĐŚĂƌƚĞƌƐĂ
ďŽĂƚ͕ĂŶĚŇĞĞƐĨƌŽŵ'ŽĚŝŶƐƚĞĂĚŽĨŐŽŝŶŐƚŽEŝŶĞǀĞŚ͘
Of course, we know the way that God short cuts Jonah’s plans,
'ŽĚĐĂƵƐĞƐĂƐƚŽƌŵ͕ƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌƐĂŝůŽƌƐƚŚƌŽǁŚŝŵŽīƚŚĞďŽĂƚ
ƚŽƐĂǀĞƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐĂŶĚ'ŽĚƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐĂĮƐŚƚŽƐĂǀĞŚŝŵĨƌŽŵ
ĚƌŽǁŶŝŶŐ͘ŶĚŝŶƚŚĞŵŝĚƐƚŽĨŚŝƐĮƐŚǇƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ͕:ŽŶĂŚƐĞĞŵƐ
ƚŽĐŚĂŶŐĞŚŝƐŵŝŶĚĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘ŶĚƐŽ'ŽĚŚĂƐƚŚĞĮƐŚƐƉŝƚ
ŚŝŵŽƵƚŝŶƚŚĞĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶŽĨEŝŶĞǀĞŚ͘
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When he reaches the city Jonah begins to share the message
God had given him. And what is really amazing is the way that
the people respond: It was instantaneously accepted. It went
straight to their hearts from the least to the greatest. Even the
ŬŝŶŐƚŽŽŬŽīŚŝƐƌŽǇĂůƌŽďĞƐĂŶĚƉƵƚŽŶƐĂĐŬĐůŽƚŚĂŶĚĂƐŚĞƐ͘
He sent out a decree to the city that everyone should do the
same. Even the livestock were to put on sackcloth and ashes. In
other words, what happened was exactly what Jonah feared:
God would show compassion for a people he didn’t like.
ŌĞƌ ŚĞ ůĞĂǀĞƐ EŝŶĞǀĞŚ͕ ǁĞ ĮŶĚ Śŝŵ ŽŶ ƚŽƉ ŽĨ Ă Śŝůů
overlooking the city, angry. Angry that the Ninevites repented
and followed God. Angry because he knew that God saw the
EŝŶĞǀŝƚĞƐĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͘dŚĂƚ'ŽĚǁŽƵůĚƐĞĞƚŚĞŵĂƐŚŝƐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ
worthy of a second chance, of new life, of a future.
So God calls him on it, “is it right for you to be angry, Jonah?”
God says.
God leaves him there, to think about it, and God even provides
some shelter for Jonah with a plant. The next day, God causes
ƚŚĞ ƉůĂŶƚ ƚŽ ĚŝĞ ĂŶĚ ƉŽƐĞƐ ƚŚĞ ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ ĂŐĂŝŶ͕ ͞:ŽŶĂŚ͕ ŝƐ ŝƚ
right for you to be angry?” and Jonah, says, “yes. And I wish I
were dead.”
And that is the moment I think that our experience and God’s
experience sort of line up. God, the father of all of us, sees his
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶŚĂǀĞŶĞǁůŝĨĞĂŶĚǇĞƚ:ŽŶĂŚƐĞĞƐƚŚŝŶŐƐĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͘
:ŽŶĂŚƐĞĞƐĂŶĞŶĞŵǇŐĞƫŶŐŽīƚŚĞŚŽŽŬǁŚĞŶŚĞƐŚŽƵůĚƐĞĞ
brothers and sisters embracing the family. Jonah needs to get
ŚŝƐƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞĐŚĞĐŬĞĚ͘ŶĚƋƵŝƚĞŽŌĞŶ͕ƐŽĚŽǁĞ͘
We, the church, prince of peace, each of us, are the
descendants and the future of this going people. God didn’t
stop saying “go” in the Old Testament. Jesus said “go” to
his disciples. Paul told the church to “go to the ends of the
ĞĂƌƚŚ͟ƵƚƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƐŽŵĂŶǇƟŵĞƐ͕ĂŶĚŵĂǇďĞŵŽƌĞŽŌĞŶ
ƚŚĂŶŶŽƚ͕ƚŚĂƚǁĞĮŶĚŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐůŝŬĞ:ŽŶĂŚ͕ĐĂůůĞĚƚŽŐŽĂŶĚ
love our brothers and sisters, but then we turn on our TV,
scroll through our Facebook, and we see anything but a family
resemblance. Instead we see red people, blue people, black
ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ĞŶĞŵŝĞƐ͕ƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽŚĂǀĞŝƚĐŽŵŝŶŐͶEŝŶĞǀŝƚĞƐͲͲĂŶĚ
we say “nope!” to God, charter a boat and get out of dodge.
&ŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ͕ Žƌ ƵŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ͕ ŵĂǇďĞ ǇŽƵ ŚĂǀĞ ŶŽƟĐĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ
'ŽĚŚĂƐŶ͛ƚďĞĞŶƌĞŽƌŝĞŶƟŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞǁŝƚŚĮƐŚŝŶƚŚĞůĂƐƚĐŽƵƉůĞ
of years. . By and large, if we don’t want to go, we don’t. And
ƚŚŝƐŝƐƚŚĞĐŽƐƚ͗dŚĞĂůŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ͕ƚŚĞŚŽƉĞ͕ƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚďƵƌƐƟŶŐ͕ůŝĨĞ
ŵĂŬŝŶŐ͕ĞĂƌƚŚƐŚĂƩĞƌŝŶŐƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁĞŚĂǀĞǁŝƚŚŽƵƌ&ĂƚŚĞƌ
God stays a secret to those that need it most. “Oh it’s good
medicine” we say, “but for only the people we like.”

/ ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ƚŚŝŶŬ ŝƚ ŝƐ ƚŽŽ ŵƵĐŚ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ƚŚĂŶ ŝĨ ǇŽƵ ǁĞƌĞ ŶĞĂƌ
ƐŝŐŚƚĞĚ ůŝŬĞ ŵĞ͗ 'Ğƚ Ă ĐŽƌƌĞĐƟǀĞ ůĞŶƐ ƚŽ ůŽŽŬ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ǁŚŝůĞ
ƚŚŝŶŐƐ ĂƌĞ ƐƟůů ďůƵƌƌǇ͘ ZĞĂĚ ƚŚĞ 'ŽƐƉĞůƐ ĂŶĚ ƐĞĞ ƉĞŽƉůĞ
through Jesus’ eyes. What might that be like?
Here is what it isn’t: Jonah, you, me, most people subscribe to
the WYSIWYG philosophy of assessing people. Or “what you
see is what you get.” For Jonah, when he saw the Ninevites,
he saw people who had it coming. People who had chosen
not to follow God and so deserving of whatever punishment
or problems came their way. It’s looking at people basically as
they are, as the sum of their failures, and what bothers you
about them.
In the gospels the Pharisees did the same thing: When they
saw Zacchaeus they saw a tax collector, when the paralyzed
ŵĂŶǁĂƐůŽǁĞƌĞĚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞƌŽŽĨƚŚĞǇƐĂǁĂƐŝŶŶĞƌŐĞƫŶŐ
in the way of trap, when they saw the woman at the well, they
saw a pariah, when they saw the thief on the cross, they saw a
ƐŝŶŶĞƌŐĞƫŶŐŚŝƐũƵƐƚƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ͘
But, when jesus sees these them. Jesus sees a brother who
was far away but has come home. A brother who had no
ŽƉƟŽŶƐ ŶŽǁ ŚĂǀĞ Ă ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘  ƐŝƐƚĞƌ ƉƵƐŚĞĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŵĂƌŐŝŶƐ͕
pulled to the heart of the community. A brother in the deepest
brokenness, welcomed into paradise.
The gospels say that jesus came as a “sign of Jonah” to a
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘,ĞƵŶĚĞƌƐƚŽŽĚŚŝƐƌŽůĞƚŽďĞƚŚĂƚŽĨĂĐŽƌƌĞĐƟǀĞ
lens for religious people. That was true then, and that it true
now. Your life is full of people you see as Ninevites. Your
&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬ ĂŶĚ ǇŽƵƌ ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ ǁŝƚŚ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ƚŚŝƐ ǁĞĞŬ
ĂŚĞĂĚŽĨƚŚĞĞůĞĐƟŽŶǁŝůůƚĞŵƉƚǇŽƵĨŽƌŐĞƚĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ/ŚĂǀĞ
just said. Am I right? In just a few weeks the holiday season
will begin and every busted up family dynamic you can ignore
while it’s warm out will tempt you to forget everything I just
said.
We know that will happen.
^Ž͕/ǁĂŶƚǇŽƵƚŽƚƌǇƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĨŽƌƚŚĞŶĞǆƚϮϭĚĂǇƐ͘tŚĞŶ
you are going about your life and open your computer, when
ǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂĚŝƐĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ͕ǁŚĞŶǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂĮŐŚƚ͘/ǁĂŶƚǇŽƵƚŽ
put your hands over your eyes, just like this. Hold them there
ƵŶƟůƚŚĞŇŽĂƚǇƚŚŝŶŐƐƐƚŽƉŵŽǀŝŶŐ͘dŚĞŶƌĞůĞĂƐĞƚŚĞŵĂŶĚƐĂǇ
this, “God help me see _____ as my brother/Sister.” Remind
yourself to see like jesus. Train yourself to have the heart for
others that God has for you—his child. I promise that when
ǇŽƵĚŽƚŚĂƚ͕ǇŽƵ͛ůůƐƚĂƌƚƚŽƐĞĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇĂŶĚǇŽƵƌǁŽƌůĚǁŝůů
change. It will change because the family of God will start to
act like it and the ninevites in your life will become children of
God and brothers and sisters.

No. We’re a going people and we can’t let that happen. The
love of our father in heaven isn’t just ours to claim. So what is
there to do? We have to work to change the way we see. How
do you do that?
Join us at popmn.org/smallgroups, then click Engage Bible Study | pdean@popmn.org | Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

