SERMON: Paul Gauche
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of containing God, it was impossible. God was just too
amazing, too indescribable, too uncontainable. In the
ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ/ǁĂŶƚƚŽƌĞĂĚĨŽƌƵƐ͕ĂǀŝĚŝƐŝŶĂƌĂƚŚĞƌƌĞŇĞĐƟǀĞ
moment—he’s dealing with the fact that while he’s living in
a good amount of comfort, God does not have a place to
reside—no chapel, no sanctuary, no church, no temple. So
in the Hebrew vernacular of the day, he asks, “What’s up
with that?!” But as usual, God has other plans; God wants
to build a home for David. But what God wants to build is
ŶŽƚ ďƵŝůƚ ŽƵƚ ŽĨ ǁŽŽĚ ĂŶĚ ƐƚŽŶĞ͕ ďƵƚ ƌĂƚŚĞƌ ŽĨ ŇĞƐŚ ĂŶĚ
blood. Let’s look at this passage together [2 Samuel 7:117].

For 15 days this past August I hiked the Superior Hiking
Trail from what’s known as the 270 Degree Overlook just
south of the Canadian Border at Grand Portage, down to
Gooseberry Falls State Park just a bit north of Two Harbors,
Minnesota. It was an astonishing experience. I can honestly
say that covering 145 miles over two weeks was, without a
doubt, one of the most rewarding and challenging things
I’ve ever done—on every level. Along the way I tried to
capture and contain—well, everything. At night I’d write
pages and pages in my journal about what I was thinking
and feeling and during the day I would take dozens of
pictures and record videos of rushing streams and the
ŵĂƐƐŝǀĞ^ƵƉĞƌŝŽƌEĂƟŽŶĂů&ŽƌĞƐƚĂƐŝƚƐƚƌĞƚĐŚĞĚŽƵƚŝŶĨƌŽŶƚ
of me—through aspen, birch and cedar forest and along
the breathtaking ridgelines. But by day three I realized
that if I took a picture, recorded a video or tried to write
ĂďŽƵƚ ĞǀĞƌǇ ŵŽŵĞŶƚ ƚŚĂƚ ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞĚ ŵǇ ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͕ /͛Ě ƐƟůů
ďĞŽŶƚŚĂƚƚƌĂŝůƚŚŝƐŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͘/ƚǁĂƐũƵƐƚƚŽŽŵĂŐŶŝĮĐĞŶƚ͕
ƚŽŽ ŵĂũĞƐƟĐ͕ ƚŽŽ ǀĂƐƚ͕ ũƵƐƚ ƚŽŽ ƉŽǁĞƌĨƵů ƚŽ ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ͘ ŶĚ
ironically, in the end, it had contained me.

^ŽƚŚĞƌĞŝƚŝƐ͗ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĐŝĞŶƚƐƚŽƌǇŽĨƚŚĞĂƩĞŵƉƚƚŽĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ
the creator of the universe. Just when David thought his life
ǁĂƐĂůůƐĞƩůĞĚĂŶĚƚĂŵĞĚ͕ũƵƐƚǁŚĞŶŚĞƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŚĞŚĂĚ'ŽĚ
ĮŐƵƌĞĚŽƵƚ͕ŶĂŝůĞĚĚŽǁŶ͕ĂŶĚƟĚŝĞĚƵƉ͕ŚĞǁĂƐƌĞŵŝŶĚĞĚ
that God is uncontainable. And not only that, but God is on
the move. And so when we read a story like this, we come
ƚŽĮŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚŝƐƐƟůůƵŶĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ͕ƐƟůůŽŶƚŚĞŵŽǀĞ
ĂŶĚŝŶǀŝƟŶŐƵƐƚŽƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞŝŶƚŚĞŶĞǆƚĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞ
ever-emerging kingdom. And so to let this passage do what
it is intended to do—that is, to speak powerfully into our
ůŝǀĞƐƚŽĚĂǇ͕/ǁĂŶƚƚŽůŝŌƵƉĂĐŽƵƉůĞŽĨƚŚŝŶŐƐƚŚĂƚǁĞũƵƐƚ
can’t overlook. And I’d like you underline a couple of things
with me. So let’s do that.
First of all, let’s look at the context in verse 1: “Now, when
ƚŚĞŬŝŶŐ;ĂǀŝĚͿǁĂƐƐĞƩůĞĚŝŶŚŝƐŚŽƵƐĞ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞ>KZŚĂĚ
given him rest from all his enemies around him, the king
said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house
of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” I want you to
ƵŶĚĞƌůŝŶĞ͞tŚĞŶƚŚĞŬŝŶŐǁĂƐƐĞƩůĞĚŝŶŚŝƐŚŽƵƐĞ͙͟ĂŶĚ͕
ŝĨǇŽƵǁŽƵůĚ͕ǁƌŝƚĞƚŚĞǁŽƌĚ͞ƐĞƩůĞĚ͟ŝŶƚŚĞŵĂƌŐŝŶ͘

You’ve had moments like that, I know you have: moments
that just take hold of you and wouldn’t let go: a song you
heard, a book you read, a meal you shared with some good
friends or family members. Maybe it was a movie, a short
ǁĂůŬ͕ĂůŽŶŐŚŝŬĞ͕ĂŬŝƐƐ͕ĂŶĚĞŵďƌĂĐĞ͕ĂǀĂĐĂƟŽŶͶƐŽŵĞ
ĂŵĂǌŝŶŐĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƚŚĂƚůĞŌǇŽƵďŽƚŚĂŵĂǌĞĚĂŶĚĂƚĂůŽƐƐ
to contain it.

ĂǀŝĚǁĂƐŝŶĂƐĞƩůŝŶŐŵŽŽĚĂŶĚǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽďƵŝůĚĂŇŽŽƌ
and some walls and put a roof over the whole thing. O, for
sure, David wanted to honor God with “a place.” Ancient
ŬŝŶŐƐ͕ ĂŌĞƌ Ăůů͕ ƐŚŽǁĞĚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĂůůĞŐŝĂŶĐĞ ĂŶĚ ĂīĞĐƟŽŶ
for their god’s by doing just that. But God would not be
contained. God’s place in not just in brick and mortar, wood
and stone. God’s home is in the hearts of people. God is on
the move and cannot be contained.

That’s David’s story. This weekend we encounter another
hero of the faith; a hero who had that same experience.
David wanted to contain God. David—the simple shepherd
boy, turned powerful, beloved king of Israel, wanted to
contain God; wanted to build four walls around God and
put a roof over his head—he called it a temple. And David
ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚƚŚĂƚĞǀĞŶǁŝƚŚŐŽŽĚĂŶĚŚŽŶŽƌĂďůĞŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶƐ

Ƶƚ / ǁŽŶĚĞƌ͗ ŚĂǀĞ ǇŽƵ ĞǀĞƌ ũƵƐƚ ƐĞƩůĞĚ ĨŽƌ ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ
because you didn’t have the energy or the strength to
keep pressing ahead, and your “get-up-and-go-just gotƵƉͲĂŶĚͲǁĞŶƚ͟ĂŶĚǇŽƵũƵƐƚĚĞĐŝĚĞĚƚŽƐĞƩůĞĨŽƌǁŚĂƚĞǀĞƌ
happened next? That can happen in our walk with Christ. I
ŬŶŽǁĨŽƌŵĞ͕ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůůǇ͕ǁŚĞŶ/ŐĞƚƐĞƩůĞĚ͕/ŐĞƚůĂǌǇ͘/ƐƚŽƉ
ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ͘/ƉƵƚŽīƉƌĂǇŝŶŐ͘/ĐĂŶŵĂŬĞĂůůŬŝŶĚƐŽĨ
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excuses for why I’d rather serve myself and neglect others.
/ ƚŚŝŶŬ ŽĨ ŝƚ ƚŚŝƐ ǁĂǇ͗ ǁŚĞŶ ǁĞ ũƵƐƚ ƐĞƩůĞ ŝŶƚŽ ƚŽŽ ŵƵĐŚ
ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚ͕ŽƵƌƐƉŝƌŝƚĞĚĞĚŐĞĐŽŵĞƐŽī͕ŽƵƌĐƌĞĂƟǀŝƚǇǁĞĂƌƐ
ĂƚŚŝŶ͕ŽƵƌŐŽĂůƐďĞĐŽŵĞƐŵĂůůĂŶĚŝŶƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ͘KƵƌƐĞŶƐĞ
ŽĨƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞŐĞƚƐůŽƐƚǁŚĞŶǁĞũƵƐƚƐĞƩůĞĨŽƌƚŚĞ
way it is. And when we do that, we lose the wonder of
where God is trying to take us.
^ĞĐŽŶĚ͕ĂŶĚĂƐƵƐƵĂů͕'ŽĚŚĂƐĂďĞƩĞƌŝĚĞĂ͖ĂǁŝůĚĞƌ͕ŵŽƌĞ
ĐŽůŽƌĨƵů͕ĞǆŽƟĐĂŶĚŵĂǇďĞ͕ũƵƐƚŵĂǇďĞĂŵŽƌĞĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ
ŝĚĞĂ͘ŶĚŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽĐŽŶǀĞǇƚŚĂƚǁŝůĚ͕ĐŽůŽƌĨƵů͕ĞǆŽƟĐĂŶĚ
ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐŝĚĞĂ͕'ŽĚŚĂƐƚŽŐĞƚŽƵƌĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͘^Ž
let’s look at verses 5 and 6. God says to Nathan the prophet,
“Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you
the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from
Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent
and a tabernacle.”
zŽƵĐĂŶĂůŵŽƐƚŚĞĂƌƚŚĞƵƩĞƌĚŝƐďĞůŝĞĨŝŶ'ŽĚ͛ƐǀŽŝĐĞ͕ĐĂŶ͛ƚ
you? ‘Are you serious? Nathan? Really? You go and tell
ĂǀŝĚ͕͚ƚŚĂŶŬƐďƵƚŶŽƚŚĂŶŬƐ͙/͛ǀĞŐŽƚĂŵƵĐŚďĞƩĞƌŝĚĞĂ͘
Instead of you building me a house of stone and wood, I’m
ŐŽŝŶŐƚŽďƵŝůĚǇŽƵĂŚŽƵƐĞŽĨŇĞƐŚĂŶĚďůŽŽĚͶĂŚŽƵƐĞƚŚĂƚ
will stand forever. Look with me at the middle of verse 11
through 13:
“... Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will
ŵĂŬĞ ǇŽƵ Ă ŚŽƵƐĞ͘ tŚĞŶ ǇŽƵƌ ĚĂǇƐ ĂƌĞ ĨƵůĮůůĞĚ ĂŶĚ ǇŽƵ
ůŝĞĚŽǁŶǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƌĂŶĐĞƐƚŽƌƐ͕/ǁŝůůƌĂŝƐĞƵƉǇŽƵƌŽīƐƉƌŝŶŐ
ĂŌĞƌǇŽƵ͕ǁŚŽƐŚĂůůĐŽŵĞĨŽƌƚŚĨƌŽŵǇŽƵƌďŽĚǇ͕ĂŶĚ/ǁŝůů
establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name,
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”
Friends, the promise that God made to David is that the
house to be built would be a house of heart and soul. And
ŝŶƚŚĞƐĞǀĞƌƐĞƐ͕'ŽĚŝƐƉŽŝŶƟŶŐĨĂƌŝŶƚŽĨƵƚƵƌĞŚŝƐƚŽƌǇƚŽƚŚĞ
coming of Jesus and the body of Christ that would be built
into the future right up to this very moment this morning.
Look at the last part of verse 11 again: “the LORD declares
to you that the LORD will make you a house.” Go ahead and
underline that part of the verse: “the LORD declares to you
that the LORD will make you a house.”
Ever wonder what it means to have God build a home
within us? Ever wonder what it means to say that our
heart is God’s home? Think of it this way: You know how it
is when you have house guests; when someone comes to
ƐƚĂǇǁŝƚŚǇŽƵ͍zŽƵůŝǀĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͕ĚŽŶ͛ƚǇŽƵ͍zŽƵ͛ƌĞƐŽƌƚŽĨ
ŽŶǇŽƵƌŐĂŵĞĂďŝƚŵŽƌĞ͘WĞƌŚĂƉƐƚŚĞƌĞ͛ƐŵŽƌĞĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ
to detail, more care given to the way you interact with your
guests and with members of your own family. There’s more
hospitality, more love, more kindness, more goodness all

around. Maybe that’s the work of the spirit of God in us
when we’re living with the understanding that God is at
ŚŽŵĞŝŶŽƵƌůŝǀĞƐ͖ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŵŽƌĞĂƩĞŶƟŽŶƚŽƚŚĞĨƌƵŝƚŽĨƚŚĞ
ƐƉŝƌŝƚ͘ ŶĚ ŵĂǇďĞ ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ Ă ůŝƩůĞ ƵŶƐĞƩůŝŶŐ ĨŽƌ ǇŽƵ͘ dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ
ŽŬĂǇ͘DĂǇďĞƚŚĂƚ͛ƐƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞƌĞůĂƟǀĞĚĂŶŐĞƌŽĨŚĂǀŝŶŐƚŚĞ
creator of the universe being at work in and through you
to enrich the lives of those around you. And maybe, if God
is moving in and through us, then perhaps there are some
things that need to go in order for the presence of God to
ĮůůƵƐƵƉ͘
So, what do we do with this as we move into the week
ĂŚĞĂĚ͍,ŽǁĚŽǁĞŵĂŬĞƌŽŽŵĨŽƌƚŚŝƐǁŝůĚ͕ĐŽůŽƌĨƵů͕ĞǆŽƟĐ
ĂŶĚŵĂǇďĞũƵƐƚĂůŝƩůĞĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŽĨ'ŽĚŝŶŽƵƌ
lives in the days ahead?
I believe the place to begin is to open ourselves up to and
give thanks for the good news that God is on the move
and desires to build a home in us. As a community of faith
ƐƚĞƉƉŝŶŐ ďŽůĚůǇ ŝŶƚŽ 'ŽĚ͛Ɛ ĨƵƚƵƌĞ ĨŽƌ ƵƐ͕ ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ Ă ƐƉĂĐĞ
for people to gather and experience the goodness of God
ŝƐĂŶĞƐƐĞŶƟĂůƉŝĞĐĞŽĨŽƵƌǁŽƌŬƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͘ǁĂǇƚŽďĞƉĂƌƚ
of that is to pray for wisdom and guidance as the process
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐŚĞƌĞĂƚWƌŝŶĐĞŽĨWĞĂĐĞ͘
Beyond that, here is what I want you to take home today:
God desires to make your heart God’s home. This is the
ƉůĂĐĞ ŝŶ ǇŽƵ ǁŚĞƌĞ 'ŽĚ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ ƚŽ ůŝǀĞ ĂŶĚ ŵŽǀĞ ĂŶĚ
breathe. In order to help bring this to mind every day this
week, I want to ask you to join me in doing this simple, yet
ƉƌŽĨŽƵŶĚ ůŝƩůĞ ĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞ͗ ƚǁŽ ƉŚƌĂƐĞƐ͕ ŽŶĞ ďƌĞĂƚŚ͘ Ɛ ǇŽƵ
ďƌĞĂƚŚĞŝŶ͕ƐĂǇƚŽǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ͕͞DǇŚĞĂƌƚ͙͟ŶĚĂƐǇŽƵďƌĞĂƚŚĞ
ŽƵƚ͕ ƐƉĞĂŬ ƐŽŌůǇ͕ ͞ǇŽƵƌ ŚŽŵĞ͘͟ ƌĞĂƚŚŝŶŐ ŝŶ͕ ƐŝŵƉůǇ ƉƌĂǇ
ƚŚĞ ǁŽƌĚƐ͕ ͞DǇ ,ĞĂƌƚ͙͟ ŶĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĂƚ ŵŽŵĞŶƚ ŐŝǀĞ ǇŽƵƌ
ŚĞĂƌƚƚŽ'ŽĚ͘'ŝǀĞǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨƚŽŽƵƌŵĂũĞƐƟĐ͕ŝŶĚĞƐĐƌŝďĂďůĞ͕
uncontainable God. When you breathe in and say “my
heart” you’re opening yourself up to giving yourself away
to this God. Then, as you breathe out, pray the words, “Your
ŚŽŵĞ͙͟ŶĚŝŶƚŚĂƚŵŽŵĞŶƚǇŽƵ͛ƌĞŝŶǀŝƟŶŐŽƵƌĂǁĞƐŽŵĞ͕
powerful untamable God to reside in you; and to create a
holy space in you wherever you are—you become a home
ĨŽƌ 'ŽĚ ŶŽƚ ŵĂĚĞ ŽĨ ƐƚŽŶĞ ĂŶĚ ǁŽŽĚ͕ ďƵƚ ŽĨ ŇĞƐŚ ĂŶĚ
blood. And in doing that, you become a living expression of
this God who cannot be contained, but a God who is on the
move in a through the people of God everywhere.
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