SERMON: :ĞīDĂƌŝĂŶ

yKh^ϭϯ͗ϯͳϴ | 10/02/16
ůŝƐƚĞŶĞĚƚŽƚŚĞƐƚŽƌŝĞƐƚŚĂƚĚĞĮŶĞĚƚŚĞŵĂƐĂƉĞŽƉůĞ͘/ŶĨĂĐƚ͕
the stories contained in this book [holding the bible] began
ĂƐ ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĞƌĞ ƚŽůĚ ĨƌŽŵ ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ ƚŽ ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘
ŶĚƚŚĞƐĞƐƚŽƌŝĞƐĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŽƐŚĂƉĞŽƵƌŝĚĞŶƟƚǇĂƐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ
of God. These stories tell us who we are.
And that’s what today’s scripture reading is all about – the
ƉŽǁĞƌŽĨƐƚŽƌǇƚŽƐŚĂƉĞŽƵƌŝĚĞŶƟƚǇĂƐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶŽĨ'ŽĚ͘Ƶƚ
before we read scripture lesson, let me set it up.

>Ğƚ͛ƐĚŽƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐũƵƐƚĂůŝƩůĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƚŽĚĂǇ͘/ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞŝƚ
won’t hurt, and it will be fun. In just a moment I’m going to
ask you to turn to someone seated near you and share just
ƚǁŽ ƉŝĞĐĞƐ ŽĨ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞŵ͘ dĞůů ƚŚĞŵ ƚŚĞ ǀĞƌǇ
ĮƌƐƚƉŚŽŶĞŶƵŵďĞƌǇŽƵƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŚĂǀŝŶŐ͕ĂŶĚǁŚĞƌĞƚŚĂƚ
phone number was. So, for instance, my phone number
growing up was ME5-0235. Can some of you remember
ǁŚĞŶ ƉŚŽŶĞ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ ůĞƩĞƌƐ͍ ŶĚ ƚŚĂƚ ƉŚŽŶĞ
number was for the house I grew up in, located just outside
ŽĨWŚŝůĂĚĞůƉŚŝĂ͘'Žƚŝƚ͍dƵƌŶƚŽƐŽŵĞŽŶĞŶŽǁĂŶĚƚĞůůƚŚĞŵ
ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ƉŚŽŶĞ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ǇŽƵ ĐĂŶ ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ ŚĂǀŝŶŐ͕ ĂŶĚ
where that phone number was. Ready, set go!
Wow! Lots of energy there. How many of remembered
the phone number you had as a kid? Amazing! Since that
went so well I’m going to ask you to share one more thing
ǁŝƚŚƚŚĂƚǀĞƌǇƐĂŵĞƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘zŽƵ͛ǀĞŐŽƚĂďŽƵƚϲϬƐĞĐŽŶĚƐ
ƚŽƚƌĂĚĞƐƚŽƌŝĞƐĂďŽƵƚĂƟŵĞǁŚĞŶǇŽƵŐŽƚŝŶƚŽƚƌŽƵďůĞĂƐ
a kid. Don’t pretend like you don’t have a story to tell! For
instance, I remember the day the police showed up at our
ĚŽŽƌŽŶĂǁŝŶƚĞƌĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶďĞĐĂƵƐĞƐŽŵĞŽŶĞŝŶŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ
had been out throwing snowballs at cars. And it didn’t
help that the best place to throw snowballs at cars was the
corner where our church was! Got a story? Go ahead and
swap stories with someone.
Wow. Even more energy! Apparently some of you were
quite naughty as kids. Now let me ask you – which told you
more about the person you spoke to: a couple of facts or
a story? The story, of course! When it comes to revealing
who we really are, stories are always more powerful than
ĨĂĐƚƐ͘&ĂĐƚƐĐĂŶďĞĞĂƐŝůǇĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶ͕ďƵƚŶŽƚĂŐŽŽĚƐƚŽƌǇ͘
&ĂĐƚƐ ĐĂŶ ƐƟŵƵůĂƚĞ ƚŚĞ ŵŝŶĚ͕ ďƵƚ Ă ŐŽŽĚ ƐƚŽƌǇ ĞŶŐĂŐĞƐ
ƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚĂŶĚƚŚĞŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟŽŶ͘ŶĚƚŚĂƚ͛ƐďĞĞŶƚƌƵĞĨƌŽŵ
ŽƵƌĞĂƌůŝĞƐƚĚĂǇƐĂƐŚƵŵĂŶďĞŝŶŐƐ͘>ŽŶŐďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞǁƌŝƩĞŶ
ǁŽƌĚ͕ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐŐĂƚŚĞƌĞĚĂƌŽƵŶĚĐĂŵƉĮƌĞƐĂƚŶŝŐŚƚĂŶĚ

For 400 years God’s people, the Israelites, had been slaves
in Egypt. Four hundred years! Can you imagine? Abused.
ĞƉƌŝǀĞĚ͘&ŽƌƐĂŬĞŶ͘dŚĂƚǁĂƐƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇƚŚĂƚĚĞĮŶĞĚƚŚĞŵ͘
But then God wrote a new chapter into their story. God
ƐĞŶƚ Ă ŵĂŶ ŶĂŵĞĚ DŽƐĞƐ ƚŽ ĐŽŶǀŝŶĐĞ WŚĂƌĂŽŚ ƚŽ ƐĞƚ
the people free. And while it took some considerable
ĐŽŶǀŝŶĐŝŶŐ͕WŚĂƌĂŽŚĮŶĂůůǇĚŝĚƐĞƚƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞĨƌĞĞ͘Ƶƚ'ŽĚ
knew it would be easier to get the people out of slavery
than it would be to get the slavery out of the people. Let
me put that another way: while God changed the people’s
circumstances in a single night, it would take a whole lot
longer to change their story – to change it from abused,
deprived and forsaken to blessed, beloved and free.
And so, to help the people change their story, God
commanded the people to gather their families over a meal
once each year, and through that meal tell the story of how
God, in great love for them, set them free from slavery.
tŝƚŚƚŚĂƚďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚůĞƚ͛ƐƌĞĂĚǆŽĚƵƐϭϯ͗ϯͲϴ͘
For thousands of years now our Jewish brothers and sisters
ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶůŝǀŝŶŐŽƵƚƚŚŽƐĞǀĞƌǇǁŽƌĚƐ͕ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐǁŚĂƚŝƐ
ĐĂůůĞĚdŚĞWĂƐƐŽǀĞƌ&ĞĂƐƚ͘/ŐƌĞǁƵƉŝŶĂǀĞƌǇ:ĞǁŝƐŚĂƌĞĂ
ŽĨ WŚŝůĂĚĞůƉŚŝĂ ĂŶĚ ĞĂĐŚ ƐƉƌŝŶŐ͕ ĨŽƌ Ă ǁĞĞŬ͕ ďƌĞĂĚ ŵĂĚĞ
without yeast, called matzah, was served with lunch. Why
all the talk about no yeast? As you know, yeast is what
makes bread rise, but that process takes a while. When
'ŽĚ ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ WŚĂƌĂŽŚ ǁŽƵůĚ ƐĞƚ ŚŝƐ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ĨƌĞĞ
from their slavery he said that it would happen in a hurry,
and the people needed to be ready. So God told them to
ŵĂŬĞďƌĞĂĚǁŝƚŚŽƵƚǇĞĂƐƚďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞǇŚĂĚŶŽƟŵĞƚŽůĞƚ
their bread rise.
ƵƚƚŚĂƚ͛ƐũƵƐƚƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞƐǇŵďŽůŝƐŵŝŶƚŚĞWĂƐƐŽǀĞƌ&ĞĂƐƚ͘
WĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐĞĂƚďŝƩĞƌŚĞƌďƐĚŝƉƉĞĚŝŶƐĂůƚǁĂƚĞƌ͘dŚĞďŝƩĞƌ
ŚĞƌďƐƌĞŵŝŶĚƚŚĞŵŽĨƚŚĞŝƌďŝƩĞƌǇĞĂƌƐŝŶƐůĂǀĞƌǇ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞ
salt water reminds them of the tears that their ancestors
ƐŚĞĚ͘dŚĞǇĚƌŝŶŬǁŝŶĞĂƐĂƐǇŵďŽůŽĨũŽǇĂŶĚĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ͘
And most importantly, one of the children at the table asks,
͞tŚǇŝƐƚŚŝƐŶŝŐŚƚĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĨƌŽŵĂůůŽƚŚĞƌŶŝŐŚƚƐ͍͟dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ
when the story is told, the story of how God set the people
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free because God loved them. That is the story that shapes
the minds and hearts of our Jewish brothers and sisters.
That’s the story that tells them who they are.
And we also have a meal to share and a story to tell, a story
ƚŚĂƚƐŚĂƉĞƐŽƵƌŝĚĞŶƟƚǇĂŶĚƚĞůůƐƵƐǁŚŽǁĞĂƌĞ͘ƐƚŽƌǇ
told in bread and wine, the body and blood of Christ. It’s
a story of how God’s love revealed in Jesus has set us all
free from guilt and shame. Ever wonder why we come to
this table over and over again? Because we need to hear
the story of God’s great love for us. We need to hear it over
and over again because we struggle to believe it. We too
ĞĂƐŝůǇďĞůŝĞǀĞĂƐƚŽƌǇƚŚĂƚƐĂǇƐǁĞĂƌĞƚŚĞĂĐĐƵŵƵůĂƟŽŶŽĨ
our failures, that we’re not enough, not worthy of love, not
really forgiven. And that story keeps us enslaved to guilt
and shame. But we worship a God who loves us and has set
ƵƐ ĨƌĞĞ ŝŶ :ĞƐƵƐ͛ ĚĞĂƚŚ ĂŶĚ ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ͘ dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ƚŚĞ ƐƚŽƌǇ
that this meal tells. So, if you’re here today and you’re stuck
in a story that has you enslaved, I want you to come to the
table today and hear again the story that shapes us, the
ƐƚŽƌǇƚŚĂƚĚĞĮŶĞƐǁŚŽǁĞĂƌĞ͘

south of the river, with special emphasis on children,
seniors and people in poverty. That’s not a new story. It’s a
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇǁĞ͛ǀĞďĞĞŶůŝǀŝŶŐ͘ŶĚƚŚŝƐŶĞǁ
chapter is challenging us to consider how to best steward
this campus. How do we invest in this campus in ways that
ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚĞŽƵƌŶĞǁǀŝƐŝŽŶĂŶĚďůĞƐƐƚŚĞŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐƚŽĐŽŵĞ͕
so that they might hear the story, and know who they are,
and be set free?

At a couple of our services this weekend we handed out
ďŝďůĞƐ ƚŽ ŬŝĚƐ͘ /ƚ͛Ɛ ŚŽǁ ǁĞĨƵůĮůů ƚŚĞ ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞ ǁĞŵĂŬĞŝŶ
ƚŚĞŝƌ ďĂƉƟƐŵ͕ Ă ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞ ƚŽ ƉůĂĐĞ ƚŚĞ ƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ
hands. And we do this because we believe that this story
ŵĂƩĞƌƐ͘dŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇŝƐǁŽƌƚŚƚĞůůŝŶŐŽƵƌŬŝĚƐŽǀĞƌĂŶĚŽǀĞƌ
ĂŐĂŝŶ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚŝƐŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƚĞůůƚŚĞŵĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ
ƐƚŽƌǇ͘/ƚ͛ƐŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƚĞůůƚŚĞŵƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŽŶůǇŵĂƩĞƌŝĨƚŚĞŝƌ
ƐŵŝůĞŝƐǁŚŝƚĞĞŶŽƵŐŚ͕ŝĨƚŚĞŝƌĂƚŚůĞƟĐƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞŝƐƐƚĞůůĂƌ
enough, if their clothes are cool enough. But that’s a slave
ƐƚŽƌǇ͘>ŽŽŬŝŶǇŽƵƌďŝďůĞĂŐĂŝŶĂƚǀĞƌƐĞϴŝŶƚŽĚĂǇ͛ƐƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ
ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͘EŽƟĐĞǁŚĂƚŝƚƐĂǇƐ͕͞KŶƚŚĞƐĞǀĞŶƚŚĚĂǇǇŽƵŵƵƐƚ
ĞǆƉůĂŝŶƚŽǇŽƵƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕͚/ĂŵĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐǁŚĂƚƚŚĞ>KZ
ĚŝĚĨŽƌŵĞǁŚĞŶ/ůĞŌŐǇƉƚ͛͘͟hŶĚĞƌůŝŶĞƚŚĂƚǀĞƌƐĞ͘dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ
ǁŚĂƚƚŚĞWĂƐƐŽǀĞƌǁĂƐĂůůĂďŽƵƚʹƚĞůůŝŶŐƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇƚŽƚŚĞ
ŶĞǆƚ ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕ ƐŽ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞǇ ŬŶĞǁ ǁŚŽ ƚŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ͘ ŶĚ
that’s why it’s so important that we don’t leave this book
on the shelf. We need to open it and tell the stories to our
children, our grandchildren, and the children of this faith
community so that they might know the story of God’s love
in Jesus, the story that sets them free, the story that tells
ƚŚĞŵǁŚŽƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŝŶŚƌŝƐƚ͘^ŽŶĞǆƚƚŽǀĞƌƐĞϴǁƌŝƚĞƚŚŝƐ
ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͕͞tŚŽĂŵ/ƉĂƐƐŝŶŐƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇŽŶƚŽ͍͟tŝƚŚǁŚŽŵ
ŝŶƚŚĞŶĞǆƚŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶĂƌĞǇŽƵƐŚĂƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇ͍
tĞ͕ ĂƐ WƌŝŶĐĞ ŽĨ WĞĂĐĞ͕ ĂƌĞ Ă ƉĂƌƚ ŽĨ 'ŽĚ͛Ɛ ƐƚŽƌǇ͘ &Žƌ
over 50 years we’ve lived a story of inspired worship,
growing faith, caring community and faithful service. It’s a
remarkable story, and one I’ve been proud to be a part of
ĨŽƌŽǀĞƌϴǇĞĂƌƐ͘ŶĚ'ŽĚŝƐǁƌŝƟŶŐĂŶĞǁĐŚĂƉƚĞƌŝŶƚŽŽƵƌ
ƐƚŽƌǇ͕ Ă ĐŚĂƉƚĞƌ ƚŚĂƚ ĐĂůůƐ ƵƐ ƚŽ ďĞ Ă ŽŶŶĞĐƟŶŐ ŚƵƌĐŚ͕
ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞůǇƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐŚŽƉĞĂŶĚǁŚŽůĞŶĞƐƐƚŽĂůůƉĞŽƉůĞ
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