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serve. There are volunteers with Mission Outpost , FMSC,
lay ministry, musicians, vocalists, LYN, family ministry,
ƵƐŚĞƌƐ͕ĚŝĂƉĞƌŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ͙ĂŶĚĞǀĞŶŵŽƌĞ͊
dŚĞƌĞĂůƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĨŽƌƵƐŝƐt,z͘tŚǇĚŽǁĞƐĞƌǀĞ͍ƌĞǁĞ
doing good for goodness’ sake? This is one of my friends
favorite quotes. Are we serving so that others will look at
us and say, “Wow, aren’t you amazing…look at all the good
you are doing.” First of all, that isn’t a bad thing. But when
we do good for goodness sake, it is not serving our of our
love of God.

In James’ community, people who had all their beliefs right,
who said all the right words, who claimed to be followers
ŽĨ :ĞƐƵƐ͕ ďƵƚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĂĐƟŽŶƐ ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ ƐŚŽǁ ŝƚ͘ ,ĂǀĞ ǇŽƵ ĞǀĞƌ
found yourself listening to someone who says they believe
ŝŶƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞŝƌĂĐƟŽŶƐƐŚŽǁƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇ
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͍
If someone says to you, “I believe my health is very important.
Personal health is a high priority in my life. I believe that
health is one of the most important things we ought to
have.” You say, “Do you eat lots of fruits and vegetables?”
No. “Do you exercise? No. Do you get your proper rest? No.
Do you take vitamins? No. Do you ever go for a check up?”
No. Then why do you say that your health is important to
you? “Because I like watching cooking shows and sports on
TV.” Saying that you care about your health without taking
ĂŶǇĂĐƟŽŶƚŽǁĂƌĚƐŚĞĂůƚŚĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚŵĂŬĞĂŶǇƐĞŶƐĞ͘
In today’s lesson the people James were talking to were not
making sense when they said that their faith was important
to them.
Basically they were saying in today’s world, “ I have great
faith in God.” And when asked, “oh, do you read and study
scripture ?” “No”. “Do you care for those who are sick
or poor? “ No. Do you worship and give generously to
others?” No. Well then help me understand how your faith
is important to you? “ Well, I love Christmas and I watch
the 10 commandments, with Charlton Heston, every year at
ĂƐƚĞƌƟŵĞ͘&ĂŝƚŚŝƐŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶũƵƐƚƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐǇŽƵŽďƐĞƌǀĞ͘
&ĂŝƚŚ ŝƐ ĂĐƟŽŶ͊ zŽƵ ĐĂŶ ƉŽŝŶƚ ŝƚ ŽƵƚ ĂŶĚ ƐĞĞ ŝƚ ŝŶ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͛Ɛ
lives.
James is challenging his faith community to align their
ĂĐƟŽŶƐǁŝƚŚǁŚĂƚƚŚĞǇĐůĂŝŵƚŽďĞůŝĞǀĞ͘ƵƚŝƐƚŚĂƚŽƵƌŝƐƐƵĞ
at Prince of Peace? We are a community that believes in
ƚŚĞƉŽǁĞƌŽĨƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘tĞŚĂǀĞĂĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶǁŚŽůŽǀĞƐƚŽ
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caught in the theology that the more I serve the more I give,
the more that God will love me. I know that I have caught
myself thinking, “God must really be impressed with all I am
doing for others.” Unfortunately, well actually fortunately
God isn’t impressed by all we do. God loves us just the same
when we do nothing at all.
Are we doing good to make sure we get into heaven? There
is a fear out there that we need to do good in order to assure
our place with God in heaven. Hear the good news, there is
nothing we can do to earn our place with God, here or in
the future, it has already been established. We are God’s
and we are God’s forever and ever.
So why then do we serve? Why do we put our faith into
ĂĐƟŽŶ͍tĞƐĞƌǀĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞǁĞ͛ƌĞĨŽůůŽǁĞƌƐŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐ͘/ƚŝƐƚŚĂƚ
plain and simple. We serve because we trust in our Lord
and Savior. It is how our faith is lived out. It is because of
who we follow. Jesus. We can trust in Jesus. He has given us
everything we need to go out and serve the world. He has
ŐŝǀĞŶƵƐƵŶĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂůůŽǀĞ͕ƵŶĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂůĨŽƌŐŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ͕ĂŶĚ
a hope. A hope that provides for us what we need today and
a hope for a never ending future.
Jesus let us know that we have a God who loves us, who
pursues us, who will never abandon us. We know that
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞůŝĨĞ͕ĚĞĂƚŚĂŶĚƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐ͘:ĞƐƵƐǁĂƐ
never without God and neither are we. God is with us each
moment of our lives. Because of all of that we can not help
but live out our faith. We are the hands and feet of Jesus
who have been sent out in a broken world to bring hope,
ŚĞĂůŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ůŝĨĞ ƚŽ ƚŚŽƐĞ ǁŚŽ ĂƌĞ ŚƵƌƟŶŐ͕ ƚŚŽƐĞ ǁŚŽ ĂƌĞ
poor, those who are lonely, those who are without hope.
/ǁĂŶƚƚŽůĞĂǀĞǇŽƵǁŝƚŚϮƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐƚŽƉŽŶĚĞƌƚŚŝƐǁĞĞŬ͘
And then talk to someone you trust about your answers to
ƚŚŽƐĞϮƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘
1) How do I live out my faith in service?
2) Why do I live my faith in service?
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