SERMON: ^ĂŶĚǇZŽƚŚƐĐŚŝůůĞƌ

:D^ϭ͗ϵͳϭϭ | 6/18/17
/ŶƚŚŝƐƚĞǆƚ:ĂŵĞƐŝƐŶ͛ƚƐĂǇŝŶŐƚŚĂƚďĞŝŶŐƌŝĐŚŝƐďĂĚĂŶĚďĞŝŶŐ
ƉŽŽƌŝƐŐŽŽĚ͘tŚĂƚ:ĂŵĞƐŝƐŐĞƫŶŐĂƚŚĞƌĞŝƐϮƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘
ϭͿtŚĂƚĂƌĞǇŽƵƉƵƌƐƵŝŶŐǇŽƵƌůŝǀĞƐ͍
ϮͿtŚĂƚĚŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞǁŚĞŶǇŽƵĮŶĂůůǇŐĞƚŝƚ͍

There is a large dog racing track in Colorado. It is a big business.
People come from all over to bet on the dog races. The dogs
ĂƌĞĨĂƐƚ͘dŚĞǇƌƵŶǁŝƚŚĂŵŽƟǀĂƟŽŶƚŚĂƚŝƐŝŵƉĞĐĐĂďůĞ͘tŚĂƚŝƐ
ƚŚĞŝƌŵŽƟǀĂƟŽŶ͍/ƚŝƐĂƌĂďďŝƚ͘dŚĞĚŽŐƐĂƌĞďŽƌŶĂŶĚďƌĞĚƚŽ
ƉƵƌƐƵĞƌĂďďŝƚƐ͘&ƌŽŵƚŚĞƟŵĞƚŚĞǇĂƌĞůŝƩůĞƉƵƉƉŝĞƐƵŶƟůƚŚĞǇ
ďĞĐŽŵĞƌĂĐĞƌƐƚŚĞŝƌĞŶƟƌĞĞǆŝƐƚĞŶĐĞŝƐĨŽĐƵƐĞĚŽŶĐĂƚĐŚŝŶŐƚŚĞ
rabbit.
One day while some friends of mine were at the dog track when
ƚŚĞǇƐĂǁĂƌĂƌĞŽĐĐƵƌĂŶĐĞ͘dŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂƚƌĂĐŬŵĂůĨƵŶĐƟŽŶŽĨ
great magnitudes. It had to do with the mechanical rabbit. This
mechanical rabbit is strategically maneuvered to be just out
of reach of the fastest dog in the pack. Each dog runs as hard
and as fast as it can so it can get the prize of the rabbit. Well,
here is what happened. The dogs came up to their gates. The
gates opened and the race began. The dogs were running and
barking pursuing the rabbit with a vengeance. But then the
rabbit stopped! Just stopped. The mechanical rabbit shorted
ŽƵƚ͘ŶĚƐŽŽŶĞŶŽƵŐŚƚŚĞĚŽŐƐĐĂƵŐŚƚƵƉƚŽŝƚĂŶĚĂƩĂĐŬĞĚŝƚ͘
ŶĚƚŚĞŶ͕ŝƚǁĂƐŶ͛ƚƉƌĞƩǇ͘dŚĞĚŽŐƐƐŚƌĞĚĚĞĚƚŚĞŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐĂů
rabbit to pieces.
tŚĞŶ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ƟŵĞ ĨŽƌ ƚŚŽƐĞ ƐĂŵĞ ĚŽŐƐ ƚŽ ƌĂĐĞ ĂŐĂŝŶ͕ ƚŚĞǇ
ǁĞƌĞƉƵƚŝŶƚŽƚŚĞŝƌŐĂƚĞƐ͕ƚŚĞŐĂƚĞƐŽƉĞŶĞĚ͕ďƵƚƚŚŝƐƟŵĞƚŚĞǇ
stood there. They just stood there. Not one of them moved.
Eventually they walked out of their gates and started playing
together. They had no desire to pursue that rabbit any more.
The one thing they had always pursued, the one thing they had
always wanted was not worth it. The dogs were then adopted
out to families since they refused to run at the track.
tŚĂƚ ĚŽ ǇŽƵ ƉƵƌƐƵĞ ŝŶ ǇŽƵƌ ůŝĨĞ͍ ŶĚ ǁŚĂƚ ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ ƚŽ ǇŽƵ
ǁŚĞŶǇŽƵŐĞƚŝƚ͍dŚĞďŽŽŬŽĨ:ĂŵĞƐŚĂƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƚŽƐĂǇƚŽƵƐ
about who or what we pursue and what is going to happen to
us when we get it.
READ James 1:9-11

We live in a culture that strives for wealth as a means of
ĂƩĂŝŶŝŶŐĂƐĞŶƐĞŽĨƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ͕ĂƐĞŶƐĞŽĨũŽǇ͘,ŽǁŵĂŶǇŽĨǇŽƵ
ŚĂǀĞŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞƐĞ͍;ƐŚŽǁŵǇǁĂůůĞƚͿ,ŽǁŵĂŶǇŽĨǇŽƵĚŽŶ͛ƚ
even carry a wallet anymore, but just use one of these as a
ǁĂůůĞƚ͍;ƐŚŽǁĐĞůůƉŚŽŶĞͿtŚĂƚŝƐŝŶǇŽƵƌǁĂůůĞƚ͍KƵƌĐƵůƚƵƌĞ
ŽŌĞŶ ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞƐ ƵƐ ƚŽ ƉƵƌƐƵĞ ĮůůŝŶŐ ƚŚŝƐ ƵƉ ǁŝƚŚ ǁĞĂůƚŚ͘
There is a strong cultural ideal that the more money we have,
ƚŚĞ ŵŽƌĞ ǁĞ ĐĂŶ Įƚ ŝŶƚŽ ŽƵƌ ǁĂůůĞƚƐ͕ ƚŚĞ ŚĂƉƉŝĞƌ͕ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƌĞ
ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ͕ ƚŚĞ ƐĂĨĞƌ ĂŶĚ ŵŽƌĞ ƐĞĐƵƌĞ ǁĞ ǁŝůů ďĞ͘ ŵ / ƌŝŐŚƚ͍
There is a sense that if we just have “enough” all will be well.
tĞŽŌĞŶĮŶĚŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐƉƵƌƐƵŝŶŐŵŽŶĞǇ͕ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐůŽƚƐŽĨƟŵĞ
ŵĂŶĂŐŝŶŐŽƵƌĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůƉŽƌƞŽůŝŽƐƐŽƚŚĂƚǁĞĐĂŶďĞƐĞĐƵƌĞ͘
We are pursuing something to protect us now and into the
future. Isn’t that what we all want, we want to be protected
from the unknown, we want to be protected from all danger
and harm, we want to feel secure, we want to be in control
and our society has spent millions of dollars trying to convince
us that the more money we have the more secure our future
will be.
In our reading today James tells us that wealth doesn’t protect
ƵƐ ĨƌŽŵ ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ͘ ,Ğ ƐĂŝĚ ƚŚĂƚ ŝĨ ǁĞ ĂƌĞ ŐŽŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƉƵƌƐƵĞ
ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ͕ ǁĞ ĂƌĞ ďĞƩĞƌ Žī ƉƵƌƐƵŝŶŐ ŽƵƌ ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ ǁŝƚŚ
:ĞƐƵƐŝŶƐƚĞĂĚŽĨƉƵƌƐŝŶŐŵŽƌĞĂŶĚŵŽƌĞǁĞĂůƚŚ͘,ĞƐĂǇƐƚŚĂƚ
wealth is temporary, it can be here one day and be gone the
ŶĞǆƚ͘/ĨǁĞĐŚŽƐĞƚŽĨŽĐƵƐŽƵƌƟŵĞĂŶĚĞŶĞƌŐǇŽŶŽƵƌǁĞĂůƚŚ
we may become very disappointed in what our money can’t
buy.
James is giving us a reality check about wealth. As much as
we would like to believe, as much as our culture would like us
ďĞůŝĞǀĞ͕ǁĞĂůƚŚĐĂŶ͛ƚƉƌŽƚĞĐƚƵƐĨƌŽŵƉĂŝŶ͕ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ͕ƐŽƌƌŽǁ͕
ďƌŽŬĞŶ ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ ĂŶĚ ŵŽƐƚ ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ ĚĞĂƚŚ͘ >ŝĨĞ ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ͕
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐĂƌĞďƌŽŬĞŶ͕ƉĂŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ͕ĚĞĂƚŚĐŽŵĞƐĂŶĚǁŚĞŶ
it does what we really need is something that money can not
buy, Jesus.
:ĂŵĞƐůĞƚƐƵƐŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚƉƵƌƐŝŶŐŽƵƌƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚ:ĞƐƵƐǁŝůů
bring us hope, healing and new life. A richness that is never
ĐŽƵŶƚĞĚŝŶĚŽůůĂƌƐ͘,ĞŝƐŶŽƚƐĂǇŝŶŐǁĞĂƌĞƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŽƉƵƌƐƵĞ
being poor. James is encouraging us to pursue Jesus in our lives.
dŽƐƉĞŶĚƟŵĞŽŶŽƵƌƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůƉŽƌƞŽůŝŽ͘:ĞƐƵƐŝƐŝŵƉĞƌŝƐŚĂďůĞ͘
,ĞƉƌŽŵŝƐĞƐƚŽďĞǁŝƚŚƵƐĂƚĂůůƟŵĞƐŝŶŽƵƌůŝǀĞƐ͘:ĞƐƵƐǁĂůŬƐ
ĞĂĐŚƐƚĞƉŽĨŽƵƌůŝǀĞƐǁŝƚŚƵƐ͘,ĞŝƐƚŚĞŽŶůǇƚŚŝŶŐŝŶƚŚŝƐǁŽƌůĚ
ƚŚĂƚŝƐŝŵƉĞƌŝƐŚĂďůĞ͘:ĞƐƵƐǁŝůůĂůǁĂǇƐďĞŚĞƌĞ͘,ĞŝƐǁŝƚŚƵƐŶŽ
ŵĂƩĞƌǁŚĂƚŽƵƌĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐŵĂǇďĞ͘tŚĞŶǁĞĂƌĞŚƵƌƟŶŐ͕
ǁŚĞŶ ŽƵƌ ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ ĂƌĞ ďƌŽŬĞŶ͕ :ĞƐƵƐ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ ƵƐ ǁŝƚŚ
hope, comfort, peace and joy. That is when we know we are
rich in Christ.
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A few weeks ago one evening I came home and told my husband
that I feel like I am the richest person in the world. Jim said,
͞ƉůĞĂƐĞĚŽƚĞůů͊͟,ĞƌĞŝƐǁŚĂƚ/ƚŽůĚŚŝŵ͕͞/ŚĂĚďŽŽŬĐůƵďǁŝƚŚ
ŵǇĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚǁĞŚĂĚƚŚĞŵŽƐƚǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ͕ƚŚĞŶ
I had lunch with a couple of other friends we sat outside and
ƚĂůŬĞĚĂŶĚůĂƵŐŚĞĚĂŶĚĐƌŝĞĚ͘ůůŝŶƚŚĞƐĂŵĞůƵŶĐŚƟŵĞ͘/ǁĂƐ
wonderful. Then I went into Prince of Peace and had amazing
ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐǁŝƚŚŵǇĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐ͘/ƚĂůŬĞĚƚŽŽƵƌŐŝƌůƐŽŶƚŚĞ
phone. Then I went to my small group. We call ourselves the
warrior princesses. We talk about our own personal ups and
downs we study scripture and talk about it. I felt so supported.
And now it get to come home and spend my evening with you!
,ŽǁĐŽƵůĚĂŶǇŽŶĞďĞƐŽƌŝĐŚ͊/ĂŵƐŽƚŚĂŶŬĨƵůƚŽ'ŽĚƚŽŶŝŐŚƚ͘
Take out that wallet again or cell phone. What else is in your
ǁĂůůĞƚ͍ WŝĐƚƵƌĞƐ ŽĨ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ǇŽƵ ůŽǀĞ͍ tŚĂƚ ŝĨ ǇŽƵ ĂŶĚ / ƚĂŬĞ
ŽƵƌƟŵĞĂŶĚĞŶĞƌŐǇĂŶĚŵĂŶĂŐĞŽƵƌƉŽƌƞŽůŝŽŽĨƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ͘
Start with the very people you hold close to your heart. Jesus
ĐĂůůƐƵƐŝŶƚŽĂůŝĨĞŽĨƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐǁŝƚŚŚŝŵĂŶĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͘
We live that out through our lives in our homes, neighborhoods
and church.
You and I can pursue what we really need in this life.
ZĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐǁŝƚŚŽƚŚĞƌƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞůŽǀĞŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐ͘^ƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ
ŽƵƌƟŵĞĂŶĚĞŶĞƌŐǇƉƵƌƐŝŶŐĂƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚ:ĞƐƵƐǁŝůůďƌŝŶŐ
to our lives a richness that can never be bought. Today is fathers
day. Some of you have fathers that are wonderful and you will
ďĞĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƌĨĂƚŚĞƌƐ͕:ĞƐƵƐŝƐƌŝŐŚƚƚŚĞƌĞǁŝƚŚǇŽƵ͘
Some of you no longer have your fathers with you, Jesus is
ƌŝŐŚƚ ƚŚĞƌĞ ǁŝƚŚ ǇŽƵ͕ ƐŽŵĞ ŽĨ ǇŽƵ ŚĂǀĞ ďƌŽŬĞŶ ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ
with your fathers, Well Jesus is right there with you too. Know
ƚŚĂƚǁŚĞŶǇŽƵƉƵƌƐƵĞǇŽƵƌƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚ:ĞƐƵƐ͕ŚĞŝƐƚŚĞƌĞ
for you to bring love, hope and comfort.
We want everyone who comes through our doors at Prince of
WĞĂĐĞƚŽĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƚŚĞƌŝĐŚŶĞƐƐŽĨďĞŝŶŐŝŶƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚ
Jesus and others. I have some more good news for you today.
Amy Oestrich is our new small group director and she is here
today to get you connected to this community of faith. To work
ǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƚŽĮŶĚĂŐƌŽƵƉŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞƚŽǁĂůŬǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ
the ups and downs of life. She is in the back of the sanctuary
;ŽǀĞƌ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ƐƚĂŝƌƐ ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞͿ ƚŽ ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ ǇŽƵ ǁŝƚŚ Ă ŐƌŽƵƉ ŽĨ
people here at Prince of Peace. Stop by and visit with Amy,
ŐĞƚĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚǁŝƚŚĂƐŵĂůůŐƌŽƵƉ͘ƐǇŽƵƉƵƌƐƵĞƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ͕
Jesus is right along side you.
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