SERMON: :ĞīDĂƌŝĂŶ
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had the ushers escort her out of the church. She hasn’t been
back to a church since, and I really can’t blame her.
,ĂǀĞ ǇŽƵ ĞǀĞƌ ďĞĞŶ ŝŶ Ă ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ ŝŶ ǇŽƵ ŚĂĚ ƚŽ ďĞůŝĞǀĞ ĂŶĚ
behave - to think like others and act like others - before you
could belong. In today’s scripture reading we’re going to
ƐĞĞ ƚŚĞ ĞĂƌůǇ ĐŚƵƌĐŚ ƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞƐĞ ƚŚƌĞĞ ĚǇŶĂŵŝĐƐ ʹ
believe, behave, belong - and we’re going to be challenged to
get them in the right order right here at Prince of Peace. Let’s
ƌĞĂĚ'ĂůĂƟĂŶϮ͗ϭϭͲϭϲƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌE>d͘

When I was in seminary Nancy and I realized one day that we
were probably going to be worshiping in Lutheran Churches
ĨŽƌƚŚĞƌĞƐƚŽĨŽƵƌůŝǀĞƐĂŶĚƐŽǁĞĚĞĐŝĚĞĚƚŽĂƩĞŶĚǁŽƌƐŚŝƉŝŶ
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐǁŚŝůĞǁĞĐŽƵůĚ͘KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵŽƐƚŵĞŵŽƌĂďůĞ
was a church in South Chicago. I was probably 25 years old and
ŝƚǁĂƐƚŚĞǀĞƌǇĮƌƐƚƟŵĞ/͛ĚďĞĞŶŝŶĂƉůĂĐĞŝŶǁŚŝĐŚ/ǁĂƐƚŚĞ
only white person in worship. While I had dressed in business
ĐĂƐƵĂů͕ĞǀĞƌǇŵĂůĞŝŶƚŚĞĐŚƵƌĐŚǁĂƐŝŶƐŚŝƌƚĂŶĚƟĞ͘ŶĚǁŚŝůĞ
Nancy had worn a dress, most of the women wore what looked
like white nursing uniforms. The worship service itself was
ƵŶůŝŬĞ ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ / ŚĂĚ ĞǀĞƌ ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚ͕ ŶŽƚ ůĞĂƐƚ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŝƚ
lasted well over two hours.
Nancy and I didn’t know the hymns. We didn’t know when
to stand up and when to sit down. And we had no idea that
ǁĞǁĞƌĞƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŽƐŚŽƵƚ͞ŵĞŶ͟ĂŶĚ͞WƌĞĂĐŚŝƚďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͟
throughout the pastor’s sermon. It all seemed so alien to us.
But when the service was over we were overwhelmed by the
number of people who sought us out to welcome us and let
us know how glad they were that we had come. More than
once we were urged to come home with people to join them
for lunch. It was amazing. [USING THREE BIG BOXES WITH THE
tKZ^ ͞>/s͕ ,s͕ >KE'͟ KE d,D tĞ ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ
behave like the members of that church. And we didn’t believe
all that they believed. But rarely have I been made to feel that
I belonged despite it all.
ŽŵƉĂƌĞ ƚŚĂƚ ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ ƚŽ ƚŚŝƐ ŽŶĞ͘ zĞĂƌƐ ĂŐŽ ǁŚĞŶ / ǁĂƐ
serving a church in Illinois a waitress at one of my favorite lunch
ƐƉŽƚƐĂƐŬĞĚŝĨ/ŵŝŐŚƚďĞǁŝůůŝŶŐƚŽďĂƉƟǌĞŚĞƌŐƌĂŶĚĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŶŽ ŽŶĞ ŝŶ ŚĞƌ ĨĂŵŝůǇ ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚ Ă ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͘ ͞/ ŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚ
ďĞĞŶĂďůĞƚŽƐƚĞƉŝŶƚŽĂĐŚƵƌĐŚƐŝŶĐĞ/ǁĂƐϭϳ͕͟ƐŚĞƐĂŝĚ͘tŚĞŶ
I asked why she told me the following story.
She grew up in the church but had become a rebel as a teenager
ĂŶĚŚĂĚŐŽƩĞŶƉƌĞŐŶĂŶƚ͘KŶĞ^ƵŶĚĂǇŵŽƌŶŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞŵŝĚĚůĞ
of the worship service the pastor made her stand up in front of
ƚŚĞĞŶƟƌĞĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ͕ƚŽůĚĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞǁŚĂƚĂƐŝŶŶĞƌƐŚĞǁĂƐ
and that she was no longer welcome in their fellowship, and

>ĞƚŵĞĞǆƉůĂŝŶǁŚĂƚ͛ƐŐŽŝŶŐŽŶŝŶƐĞĐƟŽŶŽĨƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ͘ƚƚŚĞ
ŚĞĂƌƚ ƚŚŝƐ ƐƚŽƌǇ ŝƐ Ă ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ ƚŚĂƚ ƉůĂŐƵĞĚ ƚŚĞ ĞĂƌůǇ ŚƵƌĐŚ͕
“Did non-Jews who put their faith in Jesus have to obey the
Jewish law in order to be accepted into the fellowship of the
ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͍/ŶƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ͕ĚŝĚƚŚĞŵĂůĞƐŚĂǀĞƚŽďĞĐŝƌĐƵŵĐŝƐĞĚ͍͟
Some said, “Absolutely! If you don’t obey the law you’re not
right with God and you’re not right with God’s people. Such
ƉĞŽƉůĞĐĂŶ͛ƚďĞůŽŶŐƚŽƚŚĞĨĂŝƚŚĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘͟ƵƚƉĞŽƉůĞůŝŬĞ
WĂƵů ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͘ WĂƵů ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ :ĞƐƵƐ ŵĂĚĞ Ăůů
people right with God, not the law, and so all were welcome
in the faith community, whether circumcised or not. And then
ƚŚĞƌĞ͛ƐWĞƚĞƌ͕ǁŚŽŝƐĂĐůĂƐƐŝĐ͞ǁĂŋĞƌ͘͟WĞƚĞƌŚĂĚďĞĞŶƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ
meals with uncircumcised Christ-followers for a while, which
was against the Jewish law. But all that changed when a group
of Jewish converts who insisted upon obedience to the law
ƐŚŽǁĞĚ ƵƉ͘ dŚĞŶ WĞƚĞƌ ƚŚĞ ǁĂŋĞƌ ĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞĚ ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ ĨƌŽŵ
those uncircumcised believers. Paul immediately called him
out on his hypocrisy and called him to follow the way of Jesus.
>ĞƚŵĞĞǆƉůĂŝŶŝƚƚŚŝƐǁĂǇ͘
^ĞƚƵƉďŽǆĞƐŝŶƚŚĞŽƌĚĞƌ>/s͕,s͕>KE'dŚĞǁĂǇ
of the law basically said that if you believe what we believe,
and if you behave the way you’re supposed to, you can belong.
Ƶƚ:ĞƐƵƐƐŚŽǁĞĚŚŝƐĨŽůůŽǁĞƌƐĂǀĞƌǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚǁĂǇ͘
^ĞƚƵƉďŽǆĞƐŝŶƚŚĞŽƌĚĞƌ>KE'͕>/s͕,sdŚŝŶŬ
about how Jesus interacted with people. He welcomed sinners
and outsiders into his life. He ate with them, healed them
and loved them just as they were. And because he loved and
welcomed them just as they were, they began to believe that
God could love them and forgive them too, and that began to
ŚĞĂůƚŚĞŵ͕ƐŽƚŚĂƚŝŶƟŵĞƚŚĞǇďĞŐĂŶƚŽďĞŚĂǀĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͘
/Ŷ ƚŽĚĂǇ͛Ɛ ƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ WĂƵů ŝƐ ŝŶƐŝƐƟŶŐ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ŚƵƌĐŚ
ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐƚŚĞǁĂǇŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐʹƚŚĂƚǁĞůŽǀĞƉĞŽƉůĞũƵƐƚĂƐƚŚĞǇ
ĂƌĞ͕ůĞƫŶŐƚŚĞŵŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇďĞůŽŶŐ͘^ĂĨĞŝŶƚŚĂƚůŽǀĞĂŶĚ
ĂĐĐĞƉƚĂŶĐĞƉĞŽƉůĞŽŌĞŶĐŽŵĞƚŽďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚ͛ƐůŽǀĞĂŶĚ
forgiveness is for them. And that begins to change how they
behave, how they live. I cannot overstate how important this is,
how powerful it is, and how dangerous when we get it wrong.
/Ŷ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ / ƐĞƌǀĞĚ ƚŚĞƌĞ ǁĂƐ Ă ǇŽƵŶŐ ǁŽŵĂŶ
ǁŚŽŐŽƚĐĂƵŐŚƚƵƉŝŶĂůŝĨĞŽĨĚƌƵŐƐĂŶĚƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ͘ǇƚŚĞ
grace of God she got the help she needed to turn her life
around. And one Sunday morning she decided to come back
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ƚŽĐŚƵƌĐŚ͘/ĐĂŶ͛ƚŝŵĂŐŝŶĞŚŽǁĚŝĸĐƵůƚƚŚĂƚĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶǁĂƐĨŽƌ
ŚĞƌ͕ŬŶŽǁŝŶŐƚŚĂƚŵĂŶǇƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶƚŚĞĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶŬŶĞǁŚĞƌ
story. And when she came to church that morning she wore
ĐůŽƚŚŝŶŐƚŚĂƚŵŝƌƌŽƌĞĚŚĞƌĨŽƌŵĞƌůŝĨĞƐƚǇůĞʹĂƐŚŽƌƚƐŬŝƌƚ͕ƚƵďĞ
top and spiked heels. I’ll never forget how people avoided her
that morning, nor will I forget the pain of hearing a group of
͞ĨĂŝƚŚĨƵů ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͟ ŐŽƐƐŝƉŝŶŐ ĂďŽƵƚ ŚĞƌ͕ ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ ĂďŽƵƚ ŚŽǁ
shameful it was for a young woman to come to church dressed
like that. I don’t ever remember seeing that young woman in
church again, perhaps because she was told without words
that she had to behave and believe before she could belong.
This is how we were welcomed into the family of God. By grace,
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƌďĂƉƟƐŵ͕ǁĞǁĞƌĞǁĂƐŚĞĚ͕ďůĞƐƐĞĚĂŶĚĞŵďƌĂĐĞĚ͘
Long before we believed anything, and long before we knew
ŚŽǁƚŽďĞŚĂǀĞ'ŽĚƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵĞĚ͕͞/ůŽǀĞǇŽƵ͘zŽƵďĞůŽŶŐƚŽŵĞ͘͟
And through the nurturing of the faith community we came to
know the love and forgiveness of Jesus, compelling us to believe
the Good News. And that Good News heals us and guides us
ƚŽďĞŚĂǀĞŝŶǁĂǇƐƚŚĂƚĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŽƵƌůŽǀĞĨŽƌŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌ͘tŝƚŚ
Jesus it has always been belong, believe, behave.
dŚĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶŝƐ͕ŚŽǁǁŝůůŝƚďĞĨŽƌƵƐ͍ĞŐŝŶƚŽƐŚŽǁƉŝĐƚƵƌĞƐ
ŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽĚŽŶ͛ƚůŽŽŬůŝŬĞƵƐ͙ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƌĂĐĞƐ͕ƉĞŽƉůĞǁŝƚŚ
ƚĂƚŽŽƐ͕ŬŝĚƐĚƌĞƐƐĞĚĐĂƐƵĂůůǇ͕ĞƚĐĞĨŽƌĞƚŽŽůŽŶŐǁĞ͛ƌĞŐŽŝŶŐ
to have a new front door. And through that door will come
people who don’t look like us, act like us or believe like us.
Will we welcome them? Will we convey to them the very same
welcome that Jesus has given us? Or will we communicate
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƌǁŽƌĚƐĂŶĚĂĐƟŽŶƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇĚŽŶ͛ƚďĞůŽŶŐďĞĐĂƵƐĞ
they don’t believe or behave as we do? And that’s not just
Ă ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ŚƵƌĐŚ ĂƐ Ă ǁŚŽůĞ͕ ďƵƚ ĨŽƌ ĞĂĐŚ ŽĨ ƵƐ ĂƐ
ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ͘tŚĂƚ͛ƐƚŚĞŽƌĚĞƌŽĨǇŽƵƌďŽǆĞƐ͍ĞŚŽŶĞƐƚ͘tŚĂƚ
ŵŝŐŚƚŶĞĞĚƚŽďĞƌĞĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚŝŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽƌĞŇĞĐƚ
ƚŚĞ ǁĂǇ ŽĨ :ĞƐƵƐ ʹ ƚŚĞ ǁĂǇ ŽĨ ůŽǀĞ ĂŶĚ ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͍ >Ğƚ͛Ɛ ƉƌĂǇ
right now that God would rearrange our hearts to keep this
ƉŽŝŶƚƚŽƚŚĞďŽǆĞƐŝŶƚŚĞƌŝŐŚƚŽƌĚĞƌ͘
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