SERMON: :ĞīDĂƌŝĂŶ

d^ϴ͗Ϯϲͳϯϵ | 5/7/17
seems strange that God would send Philip to the converse
ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚŝƐ ŵĂŶ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ƉůĂĐĞ͘ WŚŝůŝƉ ŝƐ Ă :Ğǁ͕ ĂŶ ŝŶƐŝĚĞƌ͘
dŚĞ ƚŚŝŽƉŝĂŶ ƵŶƵĐŚ ǁĂƐ ĂŶ ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞƌ͘ dŚĞǇ ŚĂĚ ůŝƩůĞ ŝŶ
common.
Except that this Ethiopian Eunuch is reading the Jewish
ƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞƐ͘ŶĚŚĞ͛ƐĐƵƌŝŽƵƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŵ͘dŚĞƌĞ͛ƐĂƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂů
ŚƵŶŐĞƌŝŶƚŚŝƐŵĂŶ͘ŶĚ/ũƵƐƚůŽǀĞǁŚĂƚWŚŝůŝƉĚŽĞƐŶĞǆƚ͘
WŚŝůŝƉ ƐƉƌŝŶƚƐ ĚŽǁŶ ƚŚŝƐ ŚŽƚ͕ ĚĞƐĞƌƚ ƌŽĂĚ͕ ƌŽďĞ ŇĂƉƉŝŶŐ ŝŶ
the wind, chasing this chariot.

How many of you have seen the movie “Hidden Figures”?
/ƚ͛ƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞďĞƐƚŵŽǀŝĞƐ/͛ǀĞƐĞĞŶŝŶĂůŽŶŐƟŵĞ͘/ĨǇŽƵ
haven’t seen it, it’s the true story of three young black
ǁŽŵĞŶǁŝƚŚĐƌĂǌǇŵĂĚĂŶĂůǇƟĐĂůƐŬŝůůƐǁŚŽƐĞƌǀĞĂƐ͞ŚƵŵĂŶ
ĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌƐ͟ĨŽƌE^͘dŚĞƐĞƚŚƌĞĞǁŽŵĞŶŵĂĚĞŝƚƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ
ƚŽƐĞŶĚ:ŽŚŶ'ůĞŶŶŝŶƚŽŽƌďŝƚŝŶϭϵϲϮ͘dŚĞǇǁĞƌĞŐĞŶŝƵƐĞƐ
ĂŶĚƐŚŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚĂƐŶĂƟŽŶĂůƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ͕ďƵƚ
because of their race and their gender they worked in an
environment in which they weren’t welcomed and were
ŽŌĞŶ ĚŝƐĚĂŝŶĞĚ͘ Ɛ ǇŽƵ ǁĂƚĐŚ ƚŚĞ ƐƚŽƌǇ ƵŶĨŽůĚ ǇŽƵ ďĞŐŝŶ
ƚŽƌĞĂůŝǌĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƐĞǁŽŵĞŶǁĞƌĞŶ͛ƚũƵƐƚůĂďŽƌŝŶŐƚŽƉƵƚĂŶ
astronaut into orbit; they were teaching a culture about our
common humanity.
dŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ ŚĂƉƉĞŶŝŶŐ ŝŶ ƚŽĚĂǇ͛Ɛ ƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ
reading. It’s a story about outsiders and insiders. It’s a story
about surprising spiritual changes in the hearts of two men.
Let’s read the story together in Acts 8:26-40 [MSG].
dŽ ŵŽĚĞƌŶ ĞĂƌƐ͕ ƚŚŝƐ ƐƚŽƌǇ ŝƐ ũƵƐƚ ƉůĂŝŶ ǁĞŝƌĚ͘ Ƶƚ ǁŚĞŶ
you understand what it meant to its original audience you
discover that it’s surprisingly profound and relevant. But to
get from weird to profound and relevant you need to know
a few things about the early Church and this Ethiopian
Eunuch.
When this story took place, the early Church assumed that
ŽŶůǇ:ĞǁƐĐŽƵůĚďĞĨŽůůŽǁĞƌƐŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐ͘:ĞƐƵƐǁĂƐ͕ĂŌĞƌĂůů͕
the Jewish Messiah.
And then there’s this Ethiopian Eunuch. If you don’t know
ǁŚĂƚĂĞƵŶƵĐŚŝƐ͕ůĞƚ͛ƐũƵƐƚƐĂǇƚŚĂƚŝƚ͛ƐĂŐƵǇǁŚŽŝƐŵŝƐƐŝŶŐ
certain parts. I can’t say more than that and actually keep
this sermon rated PG. And because he was a eunuch he
wasn’t allowed to be a Jew. He wasn’t even allowed to
worship in the temple. He was an outsider. Which is why it

Now don’t forget, this Ethiopian Eunuch is a big deal. He
ŚŽůĚƐĂŶŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƉŽůŝƟĐĂůƉŽƐŝƟŽŶďĂĐŬŝŶƚŚŝŽƉŝĂ͘,Ğ͛Ɛ
obviously educated – because he can read – and probably
wealthy. So, let me ask you – if you were that Ethiopian
traveling on this deserted stretch of desert road and some
ǁŝůĚŵĂŶĐĂŵĞŽƵƚŽĨŶŽǁŚĞƌĞ͕ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐĂŌĞƌǇŽƵƌĐŚĂƌŝŽƚ͕
what would you do? I know what I’d do, but that wouldn’t
make for a very good bible story!
dŚĞƐĞƚǁŽŵĞŶ͕ǁŚŽŚĂǀĞŶŽƚŚŝŶŐŝŶĐŽŵŵŽŶ͕ƐƚƌŝŬĞƵƉĂ
ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ͘ŶĚŶŽƚŽŶůǇƚŚĂƚ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞƚŚŝŽƉŝĂŶǁĞůĐŽŵĞƐ
WŚŝůŝƉŝŶƚŽŚŝƐĐŚĂƌŝŽƚ͕ĂŶĚWŚŝůŝƉĂĐĐĞƉƚƐƚŚĞŽīĞƌ͘ŶĚƚŚĂƚ
ůĞĂĚƐƚŽŽŶĞŽĨŵǇĨĂǀŽƌŝƚĞŝŵĂŐĞƐŝŶƚŚĞĞŶƟƌĞďŝďůĞ͘dŚĞƐĞ
two men, who shouldn’t even be talking to one another,
ƌŝĚĞƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌĚŽǁŶĂĚĞƐƐĞƌƚƌŽĂĚŚĂǀŝŶŐƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐĂůŝƩůĞ
bible study! Philip connects what the Ethiopian Eunuch is
reading in Isaiah to the Good News of Jesus’ life, death and
ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ͘ŶĚƚŚĂƚ'ŽŽĚEĞǁƐƐĞĞŵƐƚŽĐŽŶŶĞĐƚǁŝƚŚ
the Ethiopian’s spiritual hunger.
And then this whole story comes to this one magic moment.
dŚĞǇ ĐŽŵĞ ƵƉŽŶ Ă ůŝƩůĞ ǁĂƚĞƌ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƚŚŝŽƉŝĂŶ ƵŶƵĐŚ
ƌĂŝƐĞƐƚŚĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͕͞,ĞƌĞ͛ƐǁĂƚĞƌ͘tŚǇĐĂŶ͛ƚ/ďĞďĂƉƟǌĞĚ͍͟
tŚǇĐĂŶ͛ƚǇŽƵďĞďĂƉƟǌĞĚ͍tĞůůůĞƚ͛ƐƐĞĞ͘zŽƵ͛ƌĞƚŚĞǁƌŽŶŐ
ĐŽůŽƌĂŶĚƚŚĞǁƌŽŶŐƌĂĐĞ͘dŚĞƌĞ͛ƐƚŚĂƚǁŚŽůĞĞƵŶƵĐŚƚŚŝŶŐ͘
You’re an outsider. And you haven’t even gone through 10
ǁĞĞŬƐŽĨĐŽŶĮƌŵĂƟŽŶĐůĂƐƐǁŝƚŚ:ĂƐŽŶ<ƌĂŵŵĞ͘dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞ
all sorts of reasons that Philip could have given for why the
ƵŶƵĐŚĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚďĞďĂƉƟǌĞĚ͘ƵƚŚĞĚŝĚŶ͛ƚŐŝǀĞĂŶǇŽĨƚŚŽƐĞ
ƌĞĂƐŽŶƐ͘ ĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŶŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞŵ ŵĂƩĞƌĞĚ͘ ŶĚ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ
ŝŶ ƚŚĂƚ ŵŽŵĞŶƚ ŝƚ ǁĂƐŶ͛ƚ ũƵƐƚ ƚŚĞ ƚŚŝŽƉŝĂŶ ƵŶƵĐŚ ǁŚŽ
was spiritually changed; Philip was changed too. Philip’s
eyes were opened, and so were his heart and his mind to
understand that God’s love is for all people, and the path to
following Jesus is a road that all are welcome to travel. And
in the end these two men, who had nothing in common,
who met as perfect strangers, depart as brothers in the
faith.
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Weird story. Yet profound and relevant. Relevant because
it reminds us that right now, at this very moment, outside
these walls are people in whom the Holy Spirit is at work,
growing a spiritual hunger. And to many of them Prince
of Peace is about the last place they would think to come
ƚŽƐĂƟƐĨǇƚŚĞŝƌŚƵŶŐĞƌ͘ŶĚƚŽƵƐ͕ŵĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞŵƐĞĞŵůŝŬĞ
ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌƐ͕ ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞƌƐ͘ dŚĞǇ ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ůŽŽŬ ůŝŬĞ ƵƐ͘ dŚĞǇ ĚŽŶ͛ƚ
ƐŽƵŶĚůŝŬĞƵƐ͘dŚĞǇĂƌĞůŝŬĞƚŚĞƚŚƌĞĞǁŽŵĞŶŝŶƚŚĞŵŽǀŝĞ
͞,ŝĚĚĞŶ &ŝŐƵƌĞƐ͘͟ dŚĞǇ ĂƌĞ ůŝŬĞ ƚŚĞ ƚŚŝŽƉŝĂŶ ƵŶƵĐŚ ŝŶ
ƚŽĚĂǇ͛Ɛ ƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͘ ŶĚ ƐŽ͕ ƚŚĞ ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ ŝƐ͕ ǁŝůů ǁĞ
ignore them, or will we respond to the Spirit’s call to chase
the chariot?

Ă ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂů ŚƵŶŐĞƌ ĐĂŶ ĐŽŵĞ ĂŶĚ ĮŶĚ ďƌĞĂĚ͕ ŶŽƚ ũƵƐƚ ĨŽƌ
their bellies but for their souls. We’re building a house for a
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƚŚĂƚŶĞĞĚƐƚŽŬŶŽǁ:ĞƐƵƐĂƐǁĞĚŽ͘
dŚƌĞĞĞǆƚƌĂŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇǁŽŵĞŶŚĞůƉĞĚƚŽƉƵƚ:ŽŚŶ'ůĞŶŶŝŶƚŽ
Žƌďŝƚ͘ dŚĞ ^Ɖŝƌŝƚ ƉƵƚƐ Ă ŚƵŶŐĞƌ ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŚĞĂƌƚƐ ŽĨ ŚƵŵĂŶ
beings. We are called to chase the chariots. We are blessed
to build a place where we and they can call home and feast
on the Bread of Life. Let’s pray….

,ŽǁǁŝůůǁĞĞŶŐĂŐĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƌĞƐƚůĞƐƐĐŚŝůĚƐŝƫŶŐŶĞĂƌƵƐŝŶ
worship? [picture]
How will we engage the Somali man who stands in line
behind us in the grocery store, or who works as a nursing
assistant in our care facility? [picture]
,ŽǁǁŝůůǁĞĞŶŐĂŐĞƐĞŶŝŽƌǁŚŽƐŝƚƐŝŶŝƐŽůĂƟŽŶ͕ĨĞĞůŝŶŐƚŚĂƚ
the world no longer values them? [picture]
How will we engage with the one who begs at the side of
the road? [picture]
How will we engage with the person who walks into this
ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇĨŽƌƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞĂŶĚƐŝƚƐĂůŽŶĞ͍ƉŝĐƚƵƌĞ
,ŽǁǁŝůůǁĞĞŶŐĂŐĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĂĚƵůƚ͕ĐŽǀĞƌĞĚŝŶƚĂƩŽŽƐ
and piercings? [picture]
tŝůů ǁĞ ŝŐŶŽƌĞ ƚŚĞŵ͕ ůĞƫŶŐ ƚŚĞŵ ŬŶŽǁ ǁŝƚŚ ŽƵƌ ŶŽŶͲ
engagement that they are indeed outsiders? Or will we
chase the chariot? Will we engage with them and extend to
ƚŚĞŵƚŚĞůŽǀĞŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐŝŶƐŝŵƉůĞǁŽƌĚƐĂŶĚƐŝŵƉůĞĂĐƟŽŶƐ͍
dŽĚĂǇ ǁĞ͛ƌĞ ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĸƌŵĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ĂƉƟƐŵ ŽĨ Ϯϲ
ŬŝĚƐ͘dŚĞƐĞĂƌĞǇŽƵŶŐĂĚƵůƚƐŝŶǁŚŽŵƚŚĞ^ƉŝƌŝƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶ
growing a spiritual hunger, and today we’ve gathered to
ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞŵ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĂƚ ŚƵŶŐĞƌ ŝƐ ďĞŝŶŐ ƐĂƟƐĮĞĚ ŝŶ
Jesus, the Bread of Life. I thank God for this place called
WƌŝŶĐĞ ŽĨ WĞĂĐĞ ƚŚĂƚ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ ƚŽ ƉŽŝŶƚ ŚƵŶŐƌǇ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ƚŽ
Jesus.
And today we’re receiving the commitments of all disciples
at Prince of Peace for the ONE Church Campaign. We’re
building a house in which God’s ministry can thrive under
one roof. We’re building a house for disciples today, but
we’re also building a house for those who are yet to come,
ƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽŚĂǀĞǇĞƚƚŽďĞďŽƌŶĂŶĚƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽĂƌĞƐƟůůŽƵƚ
on wilderness roads riding in their chariots. We’re building
a place where the people in whom the Holy Spirit is growing
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