SERMON: Sandy Rothschiller

>h<ϲ͗ϭͳϭϭ | 1/29/17
:ĞƐƵƐ͛ ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶƐ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ ƌƵůĞƌƐ ƐŚŽǁĞĚ ƚŚĞŵ
ŚŽǁĨĂƌŽīďĂƐĞƚŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚŽďƐĞƌǀĂŶĐĞŚĂĚďĞĐŽŵĞ͘/Ŷ
ŽƵƌƚĞǆƚ:ĞƐƵƐ͞ǁŽƌŬĞĚ͟ŽŶƚŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚ͘,ĞĂƚĞĨƌŽŵĂĮĞůĚ
with his followers and then he healed a person. Both were
seen as “work”.
:ĞƐƵƐƐŚŽǁĞĚƚŚĞŵĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚǁĂǇŽĨůŝǀŝŶŐŽƵƚƚŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚ͘
,ĞŽƉĞŶƐƵƉƚŚĞŵĞĂŶŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚĂƐĂŐŝŌ͕ĂƐĂƟŵĞ
for renewal and healing. He never says that the Sabbath is
a bad law and that it should be thrown out. He embraces
ǁŚĂƚƚŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚǁĂƐŵĞĂŶƚƚŽďĞĨŽƌĂůůŽĨƵƐ͕ĂƟŵĞŽĨ
ŚĞĂůŝŶŐĂŶĚƌĞŶĞǁĂů͘:ĞƐƵƐƌĞǀĞĂůƐƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚ͛ƐůŽǀĞĨŽƌƵƐ
ŝƐŶ͛ƚ ĂďŽƵƚ ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ ůĂǁƐ͕ 'ŽĚ ůŽǀĞƐ ƵƐ ŶŽ ŵĂƩĞƌ ǁŚĂƚ͘
There was a disconnect between keeping the law to show
'ŽĚǇŽƵůŽǀĞĚ'ŽĚĂŶĚůŝǀŝŶŐƚŚĞůĂǁĂƐĂŐŝŌĨƌŽŵ'ŽĚ͘

You just witnessed how people can respond to laws. There
are ruler followers, rule breakers and then there are those
who embrace the rules. Which one are you? Share it with
ƚŚĞƉĞƌƐŽŶƐŝƫŶŐŶĞǆƚƚŽǇŽƵ͘/ŶƚŽĚĂǇ͛ƐŐŽƐƉĞůǁĞĐŽŵĞ
across a group of rule followers who get very upset with
Jesus and accuse him of breaking the law.
Read Luke 6:1-11
dŚĞWŚĂƌŝƐĞĞƐĂŶĚƐĐƌŝďĞƐĂƌĞƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐůĞĂĚĞƌƐĂƚƚŚĞƟŵĞ
of Jesus. It was their “duty” to make sure that the laws of
God were followed, perfectly. They were “overseeers” of
the law. When someone broke a law then there would be
ƐĞǀĞƌĞĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞƐ͘ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞƚĞǆƚǁĞũƵƐƚƌĞĂĚ͕
the religious leaders accused Jesus of breaking the law, not
once, but twice!!! Jesus broke the law, “Remember the
Sabbath and keep it holy” And they were mad as hornets!
Why was this Sabbath Law even given? Where did it come
from?
Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy was originally
Ă ŐŝŌ ƚŚĂƚ 'ŽĚ ŐĂǀĞ ƚŚĞ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘ /ƚ ŝƐ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ϭϬ
ŽŵŵĂŶĚŵĞŶƚƐ͘ŌĞƌǁŽƌŬŝŶŐŚĂƌĚ͕ϮϰͬϳĂƐƐůĂǀĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ
ŐǇƉƟĂŶƐ͕ 'ŽĚ ůŽǀŝŶŐůǇ ŐĂǀĞ ƚŚĞ /ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐ Ă ĚĂǇ Žī͘ dŚĞ
Sabbath was for the people of God, because God wanted
the very best for them. The religious leaders took a love
ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚŐŝŌĂŶĚŵĂĚĞŝƚƚŽƚĂůůǇƵŶĞŶũŽǇĂďůĞ͘
The religious leaders were performance orientated. Their
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚ'ŽĚǁĂƐďĂƐĞĚŽŶŚŽǁǁĞůůƚŚĞǇŬĞƉƚƚŚĞ
commandments. Therefore, laws were enacted to ensure
that everyone followed the law, followed the rules, kept the
Sabbath. A person simply could not work on the Sabbath.
dŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚďĞĐĂŵĞĂďƵƌĚĞŶƌĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶĂŐŝŌ͘

The religious leaders and followers believed that following
ƚŚĞϭϬĐŽŵŵĂŶĚŵĞŶƚƐŵĞĂŶƚŬĞĞƉŝŶŐŝŶŐŽŽĚŐƌĂĐĞƐǁŝƚŚ
'ŽĚ͘/ĨǇŽƵĨŽůůŽǁĞĚƚŚĞĐŽŵŵĂŶĚŵĞŶƚƐĂŶĚĚŝĚŶ͛ƚďƌĞĂŬ
them then God would be pleased and you would earn favor
with God. It was a way of staying on the “good side” of God.
There was a belief that if you were “good” God would love
you more. And if you were “bad” God would be made at
you.
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶ:ĞƌƵƐĂůĞŵǁŚŽƐƟůůĨŽůůŽǁƚŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚ
in hopes of pleasing God. A few years ago I was in Jerusalem.
/ ǁĂƐ ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ <ŝŶŐ ĂǀŝĚ ŚŽƚĞů͕ ƚŚĞ ϭϮƚŚ ŇŽŽƌ͘ tĞ
arrived on a Thursday. Friday evening a few of us decided
to go into the city to the temple wall. We were in a hurry.
You can only imagine how frustrated we were when we got
ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĞůĞǀĂƚŽƌ ĂŶĚ ĞǀĞƌǇ ƐŝŶŐůĞ ŇŽŽƌ ďƵƩŽŶ ŚĂĚ ďĞĞŶ
ƉƵƐŚĞĚ͘tĞƐƚŽƉƉĞĚĂƚĞǀĞƌǇŇŽŽƌĨƌŽŵϭϮĂůůƚŚĞǁĂǇƚŽ
ƚŚĞ ůŽďďůǇ͕ ĂŶĚ ŶŽ ŽŶĞ ŐŽƚ ŽŶ Žƌ Žī͊ hŐŚ͊͊͊  ^ŽŵĞŽŶĞ͛Ɛ
ŝĚĞĂ ŽĨ ĂũŽŬĞǁĂƐŶ͛ƚĨƵŶŶǇ͊tŚĞŶǁĞƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚ ůĂƚĞƚŚĂƚ
evening, the same person must have hit all those elevator
ďƵƩŽŶƐ͘/ƚƐƚŽƉƉĞĚŽŶĞǀĞƌǇŇŽŽƌƵŶƟůǁĞŐŽƚƚŽϭϮ͘hŐŚ͊
dŚĞ ŶĞǆƚ ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ ǁĂƐ ƚŚĞ ƐĂŵĞ͘ dƌǇŝŶŐ ƚŽ ŐĞƚ ĚŽǁŶ ĨŽƌ
ďƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚǁĂƐƐŽŝƌƌŝƚĂƟŶŐ͕ƐƚŽƉƉŝŶŐĂƚĞĂĐŚŇŽŽƌ͘/ŚĂĚŚĂĚ
ĞŶŽƵŐŚƐŽ/ǁĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚĚĞƐŬƚŽĐŽŵƉůĂŝŶ͘KŶůǇƚŽĮŶĚ
ŽƵƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐŶŽƉĞƌƐŽŶƌƵŶŶŝŶŐĂŶĚƉƵŶĐŚŝŶŐĂůůƚŚĞŇŽŽƌ
ďƵƩŽŶƐ͘/ǁĂƐƚŽůĚƚŚĞĞůĞǀĂƚŽƌǁĂƐƐĞƚĨŽƌ^ĂďďĂƚŚ͘EŽŽŶĞ
can work on Sabbath which is Friday Sundown to Saturday
ƐƵŶĚŽǁŶ͕ǁŽƌŬŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚƉƵƐŚŝŶŐĞůĞǀĂƚŽƌďƵƩŽŶƐ͕ƐŽƚŚĞǇ
ĂƵƚŽŵĂƟĐĂůůǇǁĞƌĞƐĞƚĞǀĞƌǇ^ĂďďĂƚŚƚŽƐƚŽƉĂƚĞĂĐŚŇŽŽƌ
ƐŽƚŚĂƚŶŽŽŶĞǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞƚŽǁŽƌŬƚŽƉƵƐŚĂďƵƩŽŶ͘
/ƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĂƚƐŽŵĞŽĨƵƐƚŽĚĂǇƐƟůůĮŶĚŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐ
ƚŽ ďĞ ŝŶ Ă ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ ǁŝƚŚ 'ŽĚ ďǇ ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƌƵůĞƐ͕
following the law so that God would love us.
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Before I went to seminary I worked as a commodity trader
ĂƚĂƌŐŝůů͘/ƚǁĂƐĚƵƌŝŶŐŵǇƟŵĞĂƚĂƌŐŝůůƚŚĂƚ/ĐŚŽƐĞƚŽ
go to seminary. When I told my colleagues about seminary,
the strangest thing started happening to me at work.
WĞŽƉůĞƐƚĂƌƚĞĚƚĞůůŝŶŐŵĞĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŝƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ͘/
ŚĞĂƌĚĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐĨƌŽŵ͞/ĂŵŶŽƚĂƐĞĂƐŽŶƟĐŬĞƚŚŽůĚĞƌŝŶ
ĂŶǇĐŚƵƌĐŚ͟ƚŽ͞/ƌĞĂĚŵǇďŝďůĞĞǀĞƌǇĚĂǇ͘͟WĞŽƉůĞ/ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ
even know would stop me in the halls and let me knew that
they had a pastor in their family, or that they were in bible
study, that they went to church every week or that they
prayed every day.
/ĨŽƵŶĚƚŚŝƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐŽŶƐĞǀĞƌĂůůĞǀĞůƐ͘ϭͿdŚĞǇŚĂĚƐĞĞŶ
me around for several years and never revealed to me that
ƚŚĞǇŚĂĚĂůůŽĨƚŚĞƐĞ͚ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ͛ƚŚŝŶŐƐŝŶƚŚĞŝƌůŝǀĞƐ͘ϮͿdŚĞǇ
ŵƵƐƚŚĂǀĞƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ/ŚĂĚƐŽŵĞŬŝŶĚŽĨŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚ'ŽĚ
now that I was going to seminary and it may help them in
the future. (how I wish that I had that kind of power, but no
ƚŚĂƚŝƐŶŽƚŚŽǁŝƚǁŽƌŬƐ͕/ĂŵƐƟůůũƵƐƚ^ĂŶĚǇ͘ϯͿdŚĞƌĞǁĂƐ
ĂƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĂƚŝĨǇŽƵĚŝĚĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐƚŚĂƚǇŽƵ
were going to be accepted by God, by following the rules.
:ĞƐƵƐĐĂŵĞƚŽƐŚŽǁƵƐĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚǁĂǇ͘,ŝƐǁĂǇǁĂƐĂǁĂǇŽĨ
love, a way of service, a way of healing. And when we judge
ŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞůĂǁ͕ǁĞŵŝƐƐŽƵƚŽŶƚŚĞďĞĂƵƟĨƵůŐŝŌ
that has been given to us. For instance, if we only go to
worship, or read my bible or pray, or rest on the Sabbath so
ƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚǁŽƵůĚůŽǀĞƵƐŵŽƌĞ͕ǁĞ͛ǀĞŐŽƚŝƚĂůůǁƌŽŶŐ͕'ŽĚ
ĐĂŶ͛ƚůŽǀĞƵƐŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶ'ŽĚĂůƌĞĂĚǇĚŽĞƐ͘
'ŽĚŚĂƐŐŝǀĞŶĞĂĐŚŽĨƵƐĂŐŝŌ͘dŽƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚ
ĂŶĚŬĞĞƉŝƚŚŽůǇ͘:ĞƐƵƐůŝǀĞĚŝƚďǇƚĂŬŝŶŐƟŵĞŽƵƚŽĨŚŝƐďƵƐǇ
ǁĞĞŬ ĂŶĚ ƐĞƫŶŐ ŝƚ ĂƐŝĚĞ ƚŽ ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ͘ dŽ ŐŝǀĞ 'ŽĚ ƚŚĂŶŬƐ
ĨŽƌůŝĨĞ͕ĨŽƌŚĞĂůŝŶŐ͕ŚĞĂůŝŶŐŽĨƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ͕ŽĨďŽĚǇ͕ŵŝŶĚ
and spirit.
tĞĂƌĞĂůůďƵƐǇƉĞŽƉůĞ͘KƵƌůŝǀĞƐĂƌĞƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞĚƚŽƚŚĞŵĂǆ͘
There is always something do go to, something to watch on
Television, something to listen to, something to clean, to
ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞ͕ƚŽĐŽŽŬ͕ƚŽďƵǇ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽĞŶĚƚŽǁŚĂƚŽƉƟŽŶƐ
ǁĞŚĂǀĞĂƚŽƵƌĮŶŐĞƌƟƉƐ͘ŶĚĚŽŝŶŐĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐŽƌƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ
ǁĞŚĂǀĞƚŽĚŽĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐůĞĂǀĞƐƵƐƟƌĞĚĂŶĚǁŽƌŶŽƵƚ͘
:ĞƐƵƐŚĂƐŐŝǀĞŶƵƐĂůŝĨĞŐŝǀŝŶŐŐŝŌ͘,ĞŚĂƐůĞƚƵƐŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚ
God never intended the Sabbath Law as a way to earn his
ůŽǀĞ͕ŝŶĨĂĐƚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽƚŚŝŶŐǁĞĐĂŶĚŽƚŽĞĂƌŶ'ŽĚ͛ƐůŽǀĞ͘
God already loves us more than we could ever imagine.
ŶĚŚĞŐĂǀĞƵƐƚŚĞŐŝŌŽĨ^ĂďďĂƚŚ͕
^ĂďďĂƚŚŝƐĂƟŵĞƚŽƐƚŽƉ͕ƐůŽǁĚŽǁŶ͕ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ͘^ĂďďĂƚŚŝƐ
ĂƟŵĞƚŽďĞƌĞĨƌĞƐŚĞĚ͕ƌĞŶĞǁĞĚĂŶĚƌĞǀŝǀĞĚ͘^ĂďďĂƚŚŝƐĂ
ƟŵĞƚŽůŽǀĞ͘
zŽƵĂŶĚ/ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŐŝǀĞŶĂŐŝŌ͕ƚŚĞ^ĂďďĂƚŚ͘,ŽǁǁŝůůǇŽƵ
ĞŶũŽǇƚŚĞŐŝŌŽĨ^ĂďďĂƚŚƚŽĚĂǇ͍
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