SERMON: Paul Gauche

I imagine this is probably how it went down. Although there
wasn’t anyone there capturing it on their smartphone, there
was plenty of social media being used with the only social
ŵĞĚŝĂƚŚĞǇŚĂĚĂƚƚŚĞƟŵĞͶǁŽƌĚŽĨŵŽƵƚŚ͘/ƚǁĂƐƉƌĞƩǇ
ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ͘EĞǁƐƐƉƌĞĂĚĂďŽƵƚŚŽǁƚŚĞĐŽŶƚƌŽǀĞƌƐŝĂůƌĂďďŝͶ
Jesus was challenging people to think about challenging
ŝƐƐƵĞƐ͘dŚĞĐƌŽǁĚďĞŐĂŶƚŽŐĞƚƐƟƌƌĞĚƵƉǁŚĞŶ:ĞƐƵƐƐĂŝĚ
the Spirit of the Lord had anointed him to bring good news
to the poor, the hungry, the thirsty, the immigrant, the
stranger. Jesus said that he had come to proclaim hope to
those who were sick, disabled, addicted, hope for people
ŝŵƉƌŝƐŽŶĞĚ ďǇ Ăůů ŬŝŶĚƐ ŽĨ ƚŚŝŶŐƐͶƚŚĞ ͞ĚĞƉůŽƌĂďůĞƐ͟ ;ƚŽ
ďŽƌƌŽǁĂƉŚƌĂƐĞͿŽĨƚŚĞĚĂǇ͘dŚŝŶŐƐǁĞƌĞƐƟƌƌĞĚƵƉ͘
But then what got the crowd really ornery was when Jesus
indicted the faith community over their ignorance of the
ŶĞĞĚƐŽĨŽƚŚĞƌƐͶĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽǁĞƌĞŶŽƚƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞŝƌ
faith community or spiritual persuasion. The very people
who should have understood the whole “kingdom of God
is here, at hand, among us, unfolding, a present reality”
somehow did not understand what that meant. Or they
understood, but chose to ignore what it meant. Jesus did
not come to do “bring the kingdom” by himself. Preaching
Good News to the poor, the defenseless, sightless, voiceless
ĂŶĚ ƉŽǁĞƌůĞƐƐ ǁĂƐͶĂŶĚ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ ƚŽ ďĞ ƚŚĞ ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ ŽĨ
the whole people of God. So when Jesus spoke the words,
͞dŽĚĂǇ ƚŚŝƐ ƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ ŝƐ ĨƵůĮůůĞĚ ŝŶ ǇŽƵƌ ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ͕͟ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ
ƐĞƫŶŐůŽŽƐĞ<ŝŶŐĚŽŵŽĨ'ŽĚĐŽŵƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ͕ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵŽĨ'ŽĚ
ũƵƐƟĐĞ͕ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵŽĨ'ŽĚůŽǀĞĨŽƌĂůůƉĞŽƉůĞͶŶŽĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶƐ͘
I imagine this is probably how it went down. The crowd got
ǁŽƌŬĞĚƵƉĂŶĚĂƌŝŽƚďĞŐĂŶƚŽďƌĞǁ͘ŵŽƟŽŶƐŐŽƚƐƟƌƌĞĚ͕
ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƉĞŽƉůĞƉƌŽďĂďůǇďĞŐĂŶǇĞůůŝŶŐǁŚŝĐŚŝƐǁŚĂƚŽŌĞŶ
ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ ǁŚĞŶ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ŐĞƚ ĞŵŽƟŽŶĂů ĂŶĚ ƚĂůŬ ŵŽƌĞ ƚŚĂŶ
they listen. And when people get caught up in making sure

>h<ϰ͗ϭϰͳϯϬ |ϭͬϭϱͬϭϳ
ƚŚĞŝƌ ŽǁŶ ǀŽŝĐĞ ĂŶĚ ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞ ŚĞĂƌĚ͕ ƚŚĞƌĞ ŝƐŶ͛ƚ ŵƵĐŚ
ƌŽŽŵ ĨŽƌ ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͛Ɛ ǀŽŝĐĞ ĂŶĚ ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞ͘ tŚĂƚ ƵƐƵĂůůǇ
ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ ŶĞǆƚ ŝƐ ƚŚĂƚ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ǇĞůů͘ ŶĚ ǁŚĞŶ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ǇĞůů͕
people become violent. And that’s what happened in the
synagogue. The crowd wanted to silence Jesus. They didn’t
ůŝŬĞďĞŝŶŐĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞĚƚŽƚŚŝŶŬĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇĂďŽƵƚĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐ
issues. So they wanted to hurt him. They wanted to kill him.
I imagine this is probably how it went down. Jesus was in
ƚŚĞƐǇŶĂŐŽŐƵĞ͘/ƚĐĂŵĞƟŵĞƚŽƌĞĂĚƚŚĞƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞĂŶĚƐĂǇ
something about it. It was probably one of the shortest
ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƐ ŚĞ ĞǀĞƌ ŐĂǀĞͶĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ ŝŵƉĂĐƟŶŐ
messages he ever gave: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the
ƉŽŽƌ͘ ,ĞŚĂƐ ƐĞŶƚŵĞƚŽƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵ ƌĞůĞĂƐĞƚŽ ƚŚĞĐĂƉƟǀĞƐ
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled
ƵƉƚŚĞƐĐƌŽůů͕ŐĂǀĞŝƚďĂĐŬƚŽƚŚĞĂƩĞŶĚĂŶƚ͕ĂŶĚƐĂƚĚŽǁŶ͘
dŚĞĞǇĞƐŽĨĂůůŝŶƚŚĞƐǇŶĂŐŽŐƵĞǁĞƌĞĮǆĞĚŽŶŚŝŵ͘dŚĞŶ
he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been
ĨƵůĮůůĞĚŝŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ͘͟
The story that Luke tells of Jesus reading from the prophet
/ƐĂŝĂŚͶĂŶĚƚŚĞĐƌŽǁĚ͛ƐƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐƵƐǁŝƚŚƚǁŽ
ƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘ dŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ ŝƐ ƚŽ ůĞƚ ƚŚĞƐĞ ǁŽƌĚƐ ĚƌŝǀĞ ƚŚĞ
Prince of Peace community deeper into our responsibility to
love those whom God loves and to bring good news to the
ƉŽŽƌ͕ƚŚĞĐĂƉƟǀĞ͕ƚŚĞďůŝŶĚ͕ƚŚĞŽƉƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ͘ŶŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ
way to get at that is to consider how our poverty of
ĐŽŵƉĂƐƐŝŽŶŚŽůĚƐƵƐĐĂƉƟǀĞŐĞƚƐŝŶǁĂǇƐƚŚĂƚƉĞƌƉĞƚƵĂƚĞƐ
ĂďůŝŶĚŶĞƐƐͶĂŶĚŝŶĂďŝůŝƚǇƚŽƐĞĞŚŽǁǁĞƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞŝŶƚŚĞ
oppression of others. Part of the reason the crowd wanted
ƚŽƚŚƌŽǁ:ĞƐƵƐŽīĂĐůŝīǁĂƐƚŚĂƚŚĞũƵƐƚŚĞůĚƵƉĂŵŝƌƌŽƌ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞǇĚŝĚŶ͛ƚůŝŬĞǁŚĂƚƚŚĞǇƐĂǁ͘dŚĞǇŚĂĚŐŽƩĞŶƉƌĞƩǇ
comfortable and set in their ways. But Jesus wanted them
to think on a deeper level; to get people to consider that
if their brother or sister wasn’t whole, they couldn’t be
whole. If my side of the lake is clean and your side of the
lake is messed up, the whole lake is messed up. The reality
of the kingdom is this: as long as our brothers or sisters
ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚ ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐŝŶŐ ůŝĨĞ ĂŶĚ ĂůŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ͕ ƚŚĞŶ ǁĞ ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚ
ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐŝŶŐůŝĨĞĂŶĚĂůŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽǁŚŽůĞŶĞƐƐĨŽƌ
anyone if there isn’t wholeness for everyone. That calls us
ƚŽĂĐƟŽŶ͘:ĞƐƵƐƐŝŵƉůǇǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŚĞĨĂŝƚŚĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇƚŽƚŚŝŶŬ
through these things and instead of taking an honest look
at themselves, they became defensive with the message
and tried to kill the messenger. To hear the challenge in
ƚŚĞƐĞǁŽƌĚƐǁŝƚŚŽƵƚďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐĚĞĨĞŶƐŝǀĞͶƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ƚŽŚĞĂƌ
ĂŶƵŶĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞŵĞƐƐĂŐĞǁŝƚŚŽƵƚǁĂŶƟŶŐƚŽƚŚƌŽǁƚŚĞ
ŵĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌŽīĂĐůŝīŵŝŐŚƚďĞƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƐƚĞƉƚŽǁĂƌĚĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ
a healthier community of faith where everyone is welcome,
where people look out for the needs of others.
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The second challenge is to hear the words of Isaiah the way
:ĞƐƵƐ ŚĞĂƌĚ ƚŚĞŵ͗ ĂƐ Ă ĐĂůů ƚŽ ĂĐƟŽŶ͘ tŚĞŶ :ĞƐƵƐ ƌŽůůĞĚ
ƵƉ ƚŚĞ ƐĐƌŽůů͕ ŚĂŶĚĞĚ ŝƚ ďĂĐŬ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĂƩĞŶĚĂŶƚ͕ ƐĂƚ ĚĂǁŶ
ĂŶĚ ƐĂŝĚ͕ ͞dŽĚĂǇ ƚŚŝƐ ƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ ŚĂƐ ďĞĞŶ ĨƵůĮůůĞĚ ŝŶ ǇŽƵƌ
hearing” it was a way of saying, I’m doing this. I’m all in on
ŵǇŵŝƐƐŝŽŶͶ/ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚŝƐĐĂůůŝŶŐŵĞƚŽďƌŝŶŐ
good news to the poor because God has a heart for the
ƉŽŽƌ͕ƚŚĞĐĂƉƟǀĞ͕ƚŚĞďůŝŶĚ͕ƚŚĞŽƉƉƌĞƐƐĞĚͶŝŶĂůůŽĨƚŚĞŝƌ
ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ͘ Ƶƚ :ĞƐƵƐ ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ ĐŽŵĞ ƚŽ ĚŽ ƚŚĂƚ ĂůŽŶĞ͖ ŚĞ
didn’t come to call us as a team to sit on the sideline and
ǁĂƚĐŚŚŝŵͶƚŚĞĐŽĂĐŚƉůĂǇ͘EŽ͕ŚĞĐĂŵĞƚŽŵŽĚĞůůŝĨĞĂŶĚ
aliveness through love and compassion. Think of what is
possible; how lives can be changed when a faith community
like Prince of Peace rallies around a mission which proclaims
“Christ has no body now but ours. No hands, no feet on
earth but ours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks
compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which
he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which
he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the
feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no
body now on earth but yours.”
So what does this mean for us moving forward? Two
ƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ͗ĐĂůůƚŽŚĞĂƌƚŚĞƐĞĂŶĐŝĞŶƚǁŽƌĚƐŝŶĂďƌĂŶĚ
new way… maybe like this: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
you, because he has anointed you to bring good news to the
ƉŽŽƌ͘,ĞŚĂƐƐĞŶƚǇŽƵƚŽƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵƌĞůĞĂƐĞƚŽƚŚĞĐĂƉƟǀĞƐ
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Watch the video from Sojourners found here:
ƐŽũŽ͘ŶĞƚͬŵĞĚŝĂͬƌŝīͲŵĂƌƟŶͲŶĞŝŵŽůůĞƌͲĂŶĚͲŵĂƩŚĞǁͲϮϱ
ZŝīŽŶDĂƌƟŶEĞŝŵŽůůĞƌĂŶĚDĂƩŚĞǁϮϱ
First they came for the Muslims and Jews …
and I said “I’m with them,”
even though I wasn’t a Muslim or a Jew.
Then they came for the immigrants …
and I said “I’m with them,”
even though I wasn’t an immigrant.
dŚĞǇĐĂŵĞĨŽƌƚŚĞůĂĐŬ>ŝǀĞƐDĂƩĞƌĂĐƟǀŝƐƚƐ
and the LGBTQ folks …
and even though I was white and straight,
I said “I’m with them.”
When they came for the hungry
and for those who hunger for change
and hunger for righteousness,
I said “I’m with them.”
I’m with the thirsty
and the thirsty earth gasping for rain.
I’m with the stranger, the refugee,
all those who scale walls for freedom.
I’m with the naked,
those stripped of human dignity,
those without decent work,
without the cloth of human compassion.
I’m with the sick, the disabled, the addicted,
and all those dependent on the kindness of strangers.
I’m with the prisoners, the journalists, the detained
the deported, and the deplorables.
When they came for those, I said, “I’m with them.”
I AM with them. I’m with us.
ʹtŽƌĚƐďǇZŽƐĞDĂƌŝĞĞƌŐĞƌ
;ǁƌŝƩĞŶŽŶƚŚĞĨĞĂƐƚĚĂǇŽĨƚŚĞ,ŽůǇDĂƌƚǇƌƐ
Onesiphorus and Porphyrius, 284 AD)
sŝĚĞŽďǇ:W<ĞĞŶĂŶ
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