
Do the names Joseph Lister or John Harington mean 

and yet they’ve each had remarkable impact on our lives.

should thank Dr. Joseph Lister. He is the physician who came 
up with wild ideas like doctors washing their hands before 

instruments in the late 19th century. Those protocols were 

How about John Harington? Sir John Harington to be more 
proper.  Ever heard of him?  Chances are you haven’t. He 

humbly blessing them. 

names in this lesson. 

I grew up in a church in which lay people volunteered to 
read the scripture lesson each week. This is one of those 

Luke included them in his Gospel for a couple of reasons. 

throughout his Gospel Luke will tell us that following Jesus 

world.

moment in our lesson today when the crowds asked John 
if he was the messiah. John had suddenly become a very 

him and they followed him in droves. John was leading a 
popular and growing movement. That kind of popularity 

responded. Take a moment to underline John’s response in 

soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m 

kind of humility John had.
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our faults. Humility isn’t thinking less of yourself than 
you should. Humble people don’t actually think about 
themselves much at all. Humble people think about the 
needs of others and how God can meet those needs 

changed lives through him. And I believe that that’s how 

Think back on your own life. Think about the people who 

mind right now. I’m willing to bet that they were not rich 
and famous and powerful. I’m willing to bet that they were 

in a powerful way in my life.

and will probably prime the pump with one brief one at 
each service to set the right tone].

humble people in our lives the profound impact they’ve 

usually aren’t even aware of what God is doing through 
them to bless the lives of others. I’m guessing that was 

This week I want to challenge you to become even more 
aware of the fact that that’s true for you too. I don’t how 

to serving you by serving those around me. Open my eyes 
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